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HY DEAR MITCHELL) 

Allow me to surprise you with a Dedi- 
cation. It is not quite so disinterested a 
one as you may imagine, for it is a^ cheap 
way of paying liiy debts for many an hour 
of enjoyment in health, and refreshment 
in sickness ; and besides, I wish to shew 
that alarming body of people, called ^' some 
persons,'^ that the most unaccommodating 
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politician need not absolutely want friends, 
and warm ones, even among those who 
have minds of their own. You and I dif- 
fer upon more than one point of import- 
ance, public as well as private ; but on the 
subject of poetry, with some little excep- 
tion perhaps as to your old friend Ben 
Jonson, we are generally agreed ; and no 
two persons can be more firmly persuaded, 
that there is but one thing happier than 
friendship, and nothing better than prin- 
ciple. 

Your*s most sincerely, 

LEIGH HUNT. 

SURRBT JaCL> 

.January lOth^ 1814. < 



PREFACE. 



As the following little piece, which was 
fir&t published in a magazine* privately set 
up and not enjoying the usual means of con^ 
ti nuance, attracted a degree of attention 
ivhich was tfaougbit to promise still more for 
it if presented to the public in a different 
manner, the author has been induced to 
give it such revision and enlargement, 9B 
may strengthen, perhaps, its claims on their 
good ofHBion. For this purpose he h» 
con^derably increased the text, and ad-* 

* The Reflector. 
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ded almost the whole of the present notes* 
The latter, it is true, after all, are rather re- 
sults of criticism, than criticism itself; and 
the smallness of the poem perhaps hardly 
warranted even this ; but he was anxious to 
shew that he had at least considered the 
subjects of which he talked, and was par- 
ticularly desirous of doing justice to a 
great living poet, of whom, in the first in- 
stance, led away by the impatience of see- 
ing him pervert his genius, he had suffered 
himself to speak with unqualified and 
therefore unbecoming distaste. 

What praise or censure he may have 
bestowed on any one, has at least the merit 
of being sincere. He has many warm feel- 
ings upon every subject of public concern,' 
poetical a? well as political; but none, he 
trusts, of an ill-tempered, still less of a 
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personal nature f, and least of all, if po8« 
Sible, towards such persons as might be 
supposed the most to have excited them. 
For some of these persons, who are men of 



* It is an uapleasant thing fiir an author to bauQc 
the humour of one of hifl passages. For the modem 
dramatists, as a body, it is ahnost needless in the 
present writer to eiqpress his contempt; and some of 
them, even as men, deserve to be handled' with lijtr 
tle ceremony for their fopperies or vulgarities. But 
a line has escaped him respecting one of them, ibr 
which he is sorry, both on account of the general 
character of the individual, and. the nature of .the 
allusion, which inyolves a personality not warrant^ 
able by any circumstances but those of coxcomical 
pretension, or gross origin* It. is the first of the 
kind, he believes, that, ever came from his pen. Mr. 
Cobb however, though not a good dramatist, is said 
to be a sensible and good-tempered man, and haa 
probably thou^t nothing about the passage, or felt 
more fDr the writer than for himself in seeing it. 
— Should the publication go to press a second time, 
lit shaU be alt}ered. 
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virtue as well as ability, he has all the 
respect which their own eccentricities will 
allow ; and for others^ who havfe neither 
ability nor virtue, his pity stands in the 
place of a higher feeling, and he can for- 
give to their common nature as men, what 
he must not overlook in their example as 
characters.— This however is deviating in- 
to politics. 

Like most of the poetical inventions 
of modem times, the idea of Apollo's hold- 
ing sessions and elections is of Italian ori- 
gin ; but having been treated in it's most 
ordinary light, with the degradation of the 
God into a mere critic or chairman, it has 
hitherto received none of those touches of 
painting, and combinations of the familiar 
and fanciful, of which it appears so provo- 
cative, and which the present trifle is an 
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attempt to supply. The pieces it has al- 
ready produced in our language, are the 
Session of the Poets, by Sir John Suckling ; 
another Session, by an anonymous author, 
in the first volume of State Poems ; the 
Trial for the Bays, by Lord Rochester; and 
the Election of a Poet Laureat, by Shef- 
field, Duke of Buckingham. They are for 
the most part vulgar and poor, with. that 
strange afiectation of slovenliness, which 
the lower species of satire, in those times^ 
appears to have mistaken for a vigorous 
Diligence or gallant undress. 

But the author is getting on his criti- 
cal ground again, and forgets that he must 
now be regarded as having entered his own 
road of pretension, and be criticised as a 
poet himself. The necessity is rather per- 
plexing to one who has been making so 
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free with others, and who scarcely consi-^ 
ders himself as having finished his own 
studied in poetry; but as it is, — ^he has 
subjoined to the Feast of the Poets a few 
little pieces of a graver description, in or- 
der that those, who in return for being 
lightly regarded, are eager to make accu- 
sations of levity, may see that he has at 
least a taste for niore serious enjoyment. 

Should a state of health, not very ac- 
commodating, continue to allow htm in 
his imprisonment the use of his pen, it is 
his intention, by the beginning of next 
year, to bring out a piece of some length, 
with which he is varying less agreeable 
studies, and in which he would attempt 
to reduce to practice his own ideas of what 
is natural in style, and of the various and 
legitimate harmony of the English heroic. 
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FEAST OF THE POETS. 



T OTHER day> as Apollo sat pitching his darts 

ThroTigh the clouds of November^ by fits and by starts^ 

He began to coBfikkr how long it had been^ 

Since the bards of Old England had all been rung in. 

' I thmk>' said the God> recollecting^ (and then 

He feU twiddling a sunbeam as I may my pen)> 

' I think*-4et me see — ^yes, it is, I declare^ 

As long ago now as that Buckingham there : ' 

And yet I can^t see^why I've been so remiss. 

Unless it may be — and it certainly is^ 

Th«t sinoe Dryden*s fine Terses and Milton^s sublime^ 

I have £aurly Iteem sick of their sing-song -and rhyme. 



,* 
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There was CoUins^ *ti8 true, had a good deal to say^ 
But the rogue had no industry^^-^neither had Gray : 
And Thomson^ though best in his indolent fits> 
Either slept himself weary> or bloated his wits.* 
But eV^r since P^ ^pofl*df tlie eafs; of the town 
With his cuckoo*song verses^ half up and half down> 
There has been such a doling and sameness, — by Jove;, 
I*d as soon have gone dawn to see Eemble in love.^ 
However, of late as they've rous*d them anew> 
1*11 e*en go and give them a lesson or two. 
And as notMiig^s done there now-a-^ys wfthout eating. 
See what kind of set I can master worth treating. 
So saying, the God bade his horses i¥9& fyfstd. 
And leaving them, took s long divts to the lunr^aids 
For Gordon^s he ttia&i and as Gbds who drop in da>^ 
Came smack on hislegs through the dl«wi]|g.ftKai w lndoRlr ; 

And here I could teH, if it w^'nt §or Hboppmg^ . 
How all the town shook as the godhead wmt pop in. 
How bright looked the poets, and brisk bkw the «fars> . 
And the laurels took flower in the gardens asxd »{tiaxtA}*^ 
But fancies like these, though Trt stored to suf^ily uie> 
I'd better keep back for a poem Tveby meu 
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And merely ()b6erTe that the girte look'd dlviiie> 

And the old folks in-doorsr esu^laiiiied ' Blesd us bow fine !*- 

Apollo, eniv^d^ had no ^06tkT etnbodied 
His essence ethereal, than quenching his godhead. 
He changed his appeafanice^-^to-^What shall I sajr ? 
To a gallant young soldier retnming in May ? 
No— that's ft resembiance too vapid and low ;— ^ 
Let's see*-Mx> a finished young trdvdkr ?— No : 
To a graced y<mng lord jtist stept out of his carriage ? 
Or handsome young poet, the day of his ntarrmge? 
No, — ^nobody's likeness' trill help me, I see. 
To aflbrd you a notidn of whslt he could be. 
Not though I collected one pattern victorious 
Of all that was go6d> and accomplish'd, imd glorious. 
From deeds in the daylight, or Books on the shelf. 
And calPd xxp the shape of young Alfred* himscJf.* 

Imagine however, if shape there must be, 
A "ftgure sublimed above mortal degree. 
His limbs thter perfection of elegant strength,-^ 
A fine flowing roundness inclining to length,— 
A back dropping in, — an expansion of chest, ' 
(For the God, yoti'B observe, like his statues urad^d^e^fl ' 
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His throat like a pillar for smoothness and grace> 

His curls in a cluster^ — and then such a hce. 

As mark'd him at once the true oiOTspring of Jove, 

The brow all of wisdom, and lips all of love ; 

For though he was blooming, and oval of cheek. 

And youth down his shoulders went smoothing and sleeky 

Yet his look with the reach of past ages was wise. 

And the soul of eternity thought through his eyes« 

I would not say more, lest my climax should lose$>-^ 
Yet now I have mentiQn*4 ^^o^^ lamps of the Muse> 
I can't but observe what a splendour they shed. 
When a thought more than common came into his head : 
Then they leaped in their frankness, deliciouidy brightj^ 
And shot round about them an arrowy lights 
And if, as he shook back his hair in it's cluster, 
A curl feU athwart them and darkened their lustre, 
A sprinkle of ^Id through the duskiness came. 
Like the sun through a tree, when he*s setting in flame. 

The God then no sooner had taken a chaiir. 
And rung for the landlord to order the fyrex 
Than he heard a strange noise and a knock from without,-^ 
And sf^^ping and bowing, came in suck a rout I 
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There was Arnoldj and Reypoli!s> and Dibdin^ and Cheriy, 

All grinning as who ahould say^ ' Shan*t we be merry?' 

And mighty ddll Cobb, lumb'ring just like a bear up» 

And sweet BUly Dimond, a patting his hair up. 

The God> for an instant, sat fix*d as a stone. 

Till recor'ring, he said in a gdbd-natur*d tone, 

' Ofa, the waiters, I see ;— -ah, it*8 all very wdl,—* 

Only ime of you^U do just to answer the bell.* 

But lord! to see aU the great dramatists* faces ! 

They looked at each other, and made such grimaces ! 

Then turning about, left the room in vexation. 

And Hook, they say, could'nt help muttering ' Damnation !' 

^Twas lucky for Colman be was*nt there too. 

For his pranks would have certainly met with their due. 

And Sheridan's also, that finished old trickery — 

But one was in prison, and both were in liquor/' 

The God fell a laughing to see his mistake^ 
But stopp'd with a sigh for poor Comedy's sake 3 
Then g»pe mine host orders, who bow*d to the floor. 
And presented thnee cards that were brought to the door : ?^ 
Apollo just g^ve them a gkini^ with his eye 
' Spencer-— Rcgejr8'—Montgom*ry,*-rand putting them by^ 
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Jkgg*d the landlord to give.tus respoctfl to afl^ihiaoe/ 
Add say he*d liebappy to 9ee tbcan to.tea.^ 

' <Your Majesty thcsti/ fl«d the Gains, ' dcia*t know 
That a pecspn Bam'd Crabhe has been waktog lidow^ 
He has taken his diair in tbe kitdiBDf they say.*, 
' Indeed!* wd Apottk>> ' Oh pray let lum stay:. 
He*]l be much belter pleased to be wkh 'em down staiis. 
And win find ye afl out with your cookings and cares :<t-^ ' 
But mind that you treat him as weU as you're aUe, 
And'let him have part of what goes horn the taUe.'^ 

A soft, smiling voice then arose on the ear. 
As if some one from court Was about to appear :<--< 
* Oh, this is tbe room, my good friend? Ah I see it is ;?— 
Room, sure enough, for ttie best-bred of deities 1' 
Then came a wfaiiqper, — ^and then waa a liU8h>— ^ 
And theh, with a sort of a k»k of a bhsh^ 
Came in Mr. Hayl^, all potiafa'd confusion. 
And said; ^ fViU Apc^o excuse this intnisioa? 
I might have keptbaek^-*4mtI<h0Ught't%v0idd]ookodd,-(--' 
And friendsh^, you know,-— pray how i$ my dear Godt* 
A smUe, followed up by a shake of the head, 
Cposs^d the fine Up of Fbcebos, who view'd him, and said^-^ 



^ I'Plfhre'jM n kflKHA^ fite* quHe y9W «!Wb seekii^j 

And one that fW-^verf Bmeh waat^-^-M. plain aj 

Fray Jui9ie 70(1 to Jeam/«-iuid at tbw time of day;, 

That your wnm Knt vegard hare been aU the wrong wigr ^ 

One ten tbwwndth jpaift flf t]ie irords and the time 

That you've vaaled on praifles inatead qf your rhjme^ 

BfightJiai^ gained jrou a title to Qiis kind of fteedcooij 

But vdiiioes.of eodungiiiy lugg'd in as you need 

Of Aear£8 and im^ariij whece'athe floul t]iat can vead 

So sayings Ids eye so alanningly shcm. 

That ore it c^iild iKoakj the^poor devil i«as gone. 

A hem was then heardj copsequential and soappiagj 
And a sour little gentleman walk'd with a sap ia. 
He bow*d>. look'd about him> seem-doold^ and sat down> 
And 8aid> / I'm surpris*d that you'll viilit this town :— 
To be sure> tiieie^aFe one Dr two of us who knaw yoiif 
But as for the rsat> they ave all much below yon. 
So stupid^ in gen'ial^ .the natiyes are.grown; 
They feally prefer Soolch reviews to their owni 
So that what with their taste^ their refiinners> sind stuffy 
They baVesidceii'd myself and my:fdend» long enough/ 
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' Younelf and your Mends !' criM tlife God in Iti^ 

' And pray, my frank visitor, who miy yoli be?* 

'Whobe?' ciicdtheother; 'whyreaHy^-^hSstonei— 

WiUiain €liiford*s a name, I think, pretty wdl known!* 

< Oh — now I remember,' said Phoebus -y — ^ ah trae-^ 

Mytiiankstothatnamearemidoubtedlydlie: ' 

The rod, that got rid of the Cruscas and Lauras,—* 

That plague of the butterfiies, — sav'd me the horrors ; 

The Juvenal too stops a gap in one*s shelf. 

At least in what Dryden has not done himself; 

And there*^ something, which even distaste must respect^ 

In the self-taught example, that conquer*d neglect 

But not to insist on the recommendations 

Of modesty, wit, and a small stock of patience. 

My visit just now is to poets afone. 

And not to small 'O'itics, howe^^r well known.' 

So saying he rang, to leave nothing in doubt. 

And the sour little gentleman bless'd himself out*^ 

Next came Walter Scott vnth a fine weighty face. 
For as soon as his visage was seen in the place. 
The diners and barmaids all crowded to know him. 
And thank him with smiles for that sweet pretty poemi 



However J he Msroefy had got throi]gh.the dm, 
IVhen he looked adcmtion^ and honr'd to the floor^ 
"Par his host was a Godi — what a very great thmg ! 
And^hat was still greater in his eyes, — a King!'* - 
ApoQo smil'd shrewdly^ and hade him sit down 
"With ' Well> Mr. Scott^ you have managed the town; 
l^fow pray> copy kss^-— have a little temerity^— 
—»--Try if yott Gan*t also manage posterity. 

A ll you add now only lessens your credit ; 
And how could you think too of taking to edite ? 
A great deal's endurM> where there's measuire and rhyme > 
But prose such as your*s is a pure waste of time^— 
A singer of ballads unstrung by a cough. 
Who £adrly talks on, tiU his hearers walk off. 
Be original, man; study more, scribble less; 
Nor mistake present fisKvour for lasting success; 
And remember> if laurels are what you would find. 
The crown of all triumph is fi^eedom of mind.*' 
' And here,* cried Apc^o, ' is one-at the door. 
Who shall piove what I say, cnr my art is no more. 
Ah, Campbell, you*re welcome : — ^well, how have you bcen^ 
Since the last time I saw you on Sydenham-green? 
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I need luyt^ tt^ a&r .^ plaoa yQU*!vie » j«w 
*Twoul<i te D(y» I beUeve, If I li«d*»t tiitfn tw ; 
Butthere*^ MeitMqg riie»by<^yg&iygtt^ to mfiHtJon^ ^ 
Your i«T9^^^Gii« — i^n^ |;ive it inyentioiL 
A fimcy lik^ ^t}r*J« f!^m(^j^]9^ it*8 ^^wfi partt 
And,<)¥ip wi^ fine ficigeip tbe csbor^ of tkR hefiitt 
Should draw torn it«^]f t)ie .^^e duuia xif lt*s floig^p 
Nor put up indth.i)oteft> tbat 1p ptherB faeloog.*^^ 

The poet to tlu«i was about to rej^ly^ 
When Mqore^ cooung m^ P^Hg^^ the J>eity*s (^e> . 
Who gave him his iiand^r aad^ald^ '3hew me^ s)gbt 
That can giye a diTinky s^Kon^er d^^ht^ 
Or that earth should more frize from it's cor« to the pokSji 
Than the selfrixaprpved spG^:a]s of el^g^int.fiqu^. 
Repentant I 9j^eak it»— thoi|gh when I wa^ wild. 
My friends should reEoenYber the ^^orjd was a child,—- - 
That qlstoms were'diff 're^t, and ^i^ixag pQGple.s.^es 
Had no betU^ examples th$ui those in the skiea. 
But soon AS I learnt :h0w to v^Jbe the«e daii^gs, 
I never Jtmoh valued your biUings and «opi0gs ^ 
Tbfff qbIj make IdQ? the best of li»y r^tfsej 
And siiice my poor J)»0aie tmoted treeifiii^;&ee>. 
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There pirn reff &w foets^ whcM^ cafis «r irbese qwb 
Have obtain^ sock a Jauel by Imntiiig-Ae girll. 
So it gijifea xqe, dear Tocpt^ a deliflit beya&d meaameu 
To Bud iKywyou^-ve mended jom uMam oi pieMnre; 
For neiiiier was poet, wboa^ iuiQfol hours 
Could bask ia a richer ahstrautitknai ^ howe»; 
With sounds and natk spiriiSp of duunu Iq detain 
The wonder-egr^d soul in their magic donuda; 
And newsr should poet> so gififced and raie> 
Pollute the hri^st Eden Jo¥e\gh«s to fab care« 
But love tbe fasr Vhtoe^ for whom it is g^avcx^ 
And keep the fq^iot pure lor the visits of heaven/'^ 

He spoke ivith a wan»th> hut Ms acoent was htlandi 
And the poet boTir*d down vnUi a htofti to Ms hand^ 
WhenaU on a jBudden^ there rose on the fitaiird 
A noise as of persons mtii singular airs $ 
You*d have thoi^t 'twas the Bishcqps or Judges a cQiaang» 
Or whole-court of Aldermen hawing and humming^ 
Or Abboi:> at leasts wxt3i his ustors before^ 
But *twa8 onfy Bob Sonthey and two or three mara.'^ 
As soon as he saw him^ ApoUo seem*d pkse&'d i ' ' 
But as he had settled it not to he tei^d 
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By all the Tain dreamers ftom bed-room and brooks 
He tmii*d from the rest without even a look ; 
For CSOleridge had yex^d him long since, I suppose. 
By his idling, and gabbling^ and muddling in prose ;'^ 
And Wordsworth, one day, made Ms very hairs bristle. 
By going and changing his harp for a whistle.' ^ 
These heroes however, long used to attack. 
Were not by contempt to be so driven back. 
But follow'd the God up, and shifting their place. 
Stood full in his presence, and looked in his iace; 
When one began spouting the cream of orations 
In praise of bombarding one's friends and rdations ; ^ * 
And t*other some lines he had made on a straw. 
Shewing how he had found it, and what it was for. 
And how, when *twas balanced, it stood like a spdl 1-— 
And how, when 'twas balanc'd no longer, it fell ! 
A -vnld thing of scorn he described it to be. 
But he said it was patient to heaven's decree:-— 
Then he gaz'd upon nothing, and looking forlorUj; 
Dropt a natural tear for that wUd thw^ of scorn / ' ^ 
Apollo half laughed betwixt anger and mirth. 
And cried, ' Was there ever such trifling on earth ? 



It is not enotfgh that this nonsense^ I fear^ 

Has hurt the fine head of my friend Robert here> 

But the very best promise bred up in the school^ 

Must shew himself proudedt in playing the fboL 

What! think ye a bard*s amere gossip^ who tells 

Of the ev*ry-day feelings of every one else, ' 

And that poetiy lies, not in something select. 

But in gath*ring the refuse that others reject? 

Must a ballad doled out by a spectacled nurse 

About Two-Shoes or Thumb, be your model of verse 3 

And your writings, instead of sound £acntiy and style. 

Look more like the morbid abstractions of bile ? 

There is one oif you here, — 'twas of faim that I spoke,-— 

Who, instead of becoming a byeword and joke. 

Should have brought back our fine old pre-eminent way. 

And been the first man at my taUe to day : 

But resolved as I am to maintain the partitions 

*Twixt wit and mere wUdness, he knowjs the conditions. ; 

And if he retains but a spark of my fire. 

Will shew it this instant,*— and blush,— and retire/ 

He spokes &ud poor Wordsworth, his cheeks iff a glow, -■ 

(For he felt the God in him) made symptomsf to go^ ' 
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When Apollo^ in pfty> to screen l]imf^roih£%bt. 
Threw rotisd hkoa a eknid thai was piirt>le and 
The same that of old ns^d to wrap has oWn shoidileiSi 
When comiog firom heaven^ he*d spare the bdhoiders .-^ 
The bard> like a second Muxsbm, went home in*t> 
And lives mideFneath it> it seems^ tk tins momeiit^^ 

Apollo then turning and smoothing his firawn^ 
Bade Southey take warning, and let him sit down ; 
But the rest of Bob's friends, too ambiliouB to ffindu 
"iStood fisdng their feces, and stirred ncA an inch 9 
While Sam, looking soft suid peiitJely dejected, 
Confess'd with a sigh, that 'twas what he espeeted; 
Since Phoebus had hXaS&y learnt to confide in 
Such proseia as Johnson, and rhymers as Dryden.* 
But wratii 8eiz'4'ApoIlo>-*-and turning again, 
' Whatever,* he cried, * were the feults of such men,' 
Ye shall trj>', wretched mortals, how wdl ye can bear 
What Dfryden has witness'd, unsmote with despair/*' 

He said ; and the place all seem'd sweBing' tfith ^^€j^ 
While Ids locks and his visa^ grew awMly liright } 
And diradsi burning inward, rdQ'd round on each side> 
To enciiickr hk 6tate> as he stood in hb pridei 



Till at bet the foil Beitjr put on his rafis 
And burst on the sight in the pomp of has bhze! 
Then a glory beamed nmnd^ ad of fleiy Tods, 
With the sound of deep organs and chorister godi9; 
And the ^es of bardis^ glowing &esh from their skleSj 
Came thronging about with intentness of eyes^-— ^ 
And the Nine -were aQ heard> as the haimony swell'd^— - 
And the spheres^ pealing in^ the long rapture upheld^-*^ 
And all things^ above^ and beneath, and around, 
Seem*d a wotid of bright tision, s^ lloatiog in sound. 

That sight and that music might not be snstain*d 
But by those who a glory l&e Dryden's haid gain'dj** 
And even the fbur who had gradousness fbuod. 
After gazing awMIej bow'd them down to the ground. 
What then could remain Ibr that feeble-eyed crew? 
Through the door in an instant they rash'd and they flew/ 
They rusVd, and they da8h*d> and they scramMledj aad 

stumbled. 
And down' the hall staircase distractedly tumbled^ 
And never once thought whidi was head or was ifeet> 
And slid through the hoS, and MI fdump in the slseet 



t .. 
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So great was the fMOiic they struck with their fright^ ■ 
That of aSl who had come to he feasted that nighty 
Not one ventured up> or would sti^ near the place; 
Even Croker dedm'di tiotwithstanding his fiice; 
And old Fbier Pindar tum'd pak^ and suppressed. 
With a death-bed sensation, a blasphemous jest.^ ^ 

But Phoebus no sooner had gained his good ends^ 
Than he put off his tsmn, and rais'd up his friends^ 
Who stood for a. moment, entranced to behold 
The glories subside anA the dim-roUing gold. 
And listened to sounds, that, with ecstacy burning 
Seem'd dying tar upward, like heaven returning. 
Then ' Come,* cried the God in his elegant mirth, 
'Let us make us a heav*n of our own upon earth. 
And wake with the Hps,. that we dip in our bowls. 
That divinest of mttsic,**congen]al souls.' 
So saying, he led throti^ the dining-room door«, 
And seating the poets, cried * Laurels for four l' 
No sooner demanded, than lo! they were there. 
And each of the bards had a wreathin his hair. 
Tom Campbell's with willow and poplar was twin*d. 
And Southey's with nvnmtain-ash pluck*d in the wind. 



IMi 



%m www, ' V 

And Soott*s witt^'gtewtii ArwD bis tiU gulden stor^j 
And ivith vine-\4Qfnr^.«i^ JUiiq^ . 

Mopre'§;** . . , 

Then, AjipHq {lilt :^ ^ ttet flpiiJkM 
And rich XOm-^ !fmt aH m ^iwwt^B, ^lgeKDSi$yrm 
Not epicure t^ipt qt gi<(i9|)y uiq}i9|;*4« . 
But si^oh 113 ^^{i^meH dr«M §1^ \^ dinldi 
For the f^)^ jpL^ ^QW^f 4^Wm'A ^ ^i»* 
Than it tm?;i'^jta^#i^^iv^ HF^d^i^^^^^d r^pe: 
The fish and th^ flef^ij l(i^,9^qip]||ey >^^ dM^, . 

Onaccoui^t<|f.t)iwfilH9if!W> wfl^Q^ftv^ .• 

The wines 3P«^ aU p^qt^ cf difiB^V^^JPfl^^ 

To which Muskat ^iffi^ 9Qt}iiBgi 4Qr VH*gUus l4^i 
No, nor Lachiywa Chijatij tji09g!i ;«ii?eiJy :dilto«f 
Nor Montepuki^, thpii^b J5feg of aU Wi»e-* * i 
Then as % the £ri4t4i y^u loigbt gwxiea to ^S^i^ 
Before yon could iWie me g^K^i »k^ *^ ffl g ^ l 
And aD on the taUe 90 9PaA«r ware s]«md, . \ 

Than th^r di^l^s iiext th^ GM.bb]A*datoiili6ilied^ 
'Twasmagiq,;in.^rt^;|iitfldeli0m^^ ^ 

The yi^]7jQi^]|-«erv«ia4f£iew lwiftdra»§<^ 
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To relvet-butlgf ivory the {uitdtuTe turn^di 
The service with opal attd adamant bimi*d« 
Each candlestick changed to a pillar of goId> 
Whileabiuidleof beams took the place of the mouldy 
The decantevB and giassea pore diamond became^ 
And the corkscrew ran Solidly round into flame. 
In a word> so completdy fi>r6sta11*d were the ^whSbea, 
Ev'n harmony struck from the ii<Mse of the dishes. 

It can*t be su|^)06*d 1 should thiiik of repeating 
The fimcies that flow*d at this laureat meeting j 
1 haven't the brains, and besides, was not there i 
But the wit may be easily guessed, by the chair : 
Suffice it to say, it was keeii as could be. 
Though it solten'd to prettiness rather at tea. 

I must mention, however, that during the wine, 
Tiie mem'ry of Shakspeare viras toasted with nine; 
When lo, as each poet was lifting his cup, 
A strain of invisiUe music struck tip : — 
*Twas a mixture of idl the most exquisite sounds 
To be heard upon earthly or fanciful grounds. 
When pomps or when passions their coining declare. 
Or there's something at work in the moonshiny air ; 
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For the trumpet egnag aai,. with a fierce-flowii^ blast. 

And the hautboys lamentingly mingledji and paBs*d« 

Till a 8iiule*dr»wuig sweetnese stole in at the dose 

With the breathing of flutes and the smoothing of bowSi 

And Ariel was heard, singing thinly and soft^ 

Then with tricksy tenuity, vanish'd aloft. 

The neit name was Milton, and six was the shout. 

When bursting at once in it*s mightiness out. 

The organ came gathering and rollixig its thunder; 

Yet wanted not intervals, calmer of wonder. 

Nor stops of low sweetness, like winds when they £ed]. 

Nor voices Elysian^ that came with a call. 

Then followed my Spenser, with five to his share. 

And the light-neighiHg trumpet leap'd freshly on air. 

With ptdudes of flutes as to apea a scelie^ 

And pipes with coy snatches that started between, 

TiU sadden it stopp'd, — and you heard a dim strain. 

Like the shell of old Triton far over the main. 

« 

'Twould be tedious to count lall the names as they rose. 
But none were omitted, you'll easly suppose. 
Whom Fancy has croiwn'd vidth one twig of the bay. 
From old father Chaucer to CoUins and Gray. 
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I mu8t*nt fbt^et fliougb^ that Bot^i l^e si gjMid^r, 
Would glvtl '<' a ^M!t gtefliittr—- Offie Mr. Loiidolk- i^^ 
And Waited took'd ftp tixr, Md Ix^gg'd tcr ^ptopMe 
A particular friend 6f fais>--bil6 Mr. R<Me : *' 
But the God kok'dslt Soatbe^^ andiAinigginglfis sfhdQldear^ 
Cried, ' When, mj^iM MeM, hHH yM try to giK>w i>lder ? 
Then nc^dilig to Scott, he Md, ' 1ft«f be m {Nlrttf 
And rich as yoti ple^s^, btit a liftie k>^ etKmi^/ 
So, changing the i»Ubje<;t, h^ taiXTd ixpbA Mdbi^, 
Who sung such sL song, tbid they fthouted ' En<j6i^!' "" 
And the Gdd i^ras so pleto'd With hid^^t^ and hitf t^l<, ' 
He obeyed the neltt eafl, wad gStiv^ oi^e of his tmn,'^ '*' 
Atwhichyoa^dhaVe€h0tight,-^(« twaffB6 witcliliig'ii^lrarUU) 
The gaeetfi had aQ tum*^ into liiteiiin^ inarbfe J 
The wreaths oa their t^mj^ grew brighter of blooifr, ''•" 
As the brtath (tf the Deity drded the nmd> ' "" 

And the wine hn the gUissed went rij[)ji|iiig iti nidild8> ' 
As if followed aAd fHuiii'd by the soft-ifin|pe4 sduiidil. 
^Thtli^ dittttltig ithd siiigidg they^^ 
When Fhoebliii tibMi hittidsi iiiid Ssj^nMd fbr hettrai ^ ' 
' ForjiDetft,* \^ Md, '.Who woiild di^Hftb thtir famn^,* 
And hopd W be 4«Ktllkai> ifeult kcepM jgM^Jobx^i'^i' 
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So ofiThe betook him the way that he came^ 
And shot up the norths like an arrow of flames 
For the Bear was his inn ; and the cornet^ they say^ 
Was his tandem in waiting to fetch him away. 
The others then parted> all highly delighted; 
And so shall I be^ when you find me invited. 



1 
I 

I 



NOTES 



ON THK 



FEAST OF THE POETS. 



' J think — let me see — yes, it is, I declare. 
As long ago now as thai Buckingkam there* 

Sheffield^ Puke of Buck inghanwhire^ 0119 of the 
licentioils dabblers in wit^ who were educated in the 
court of Charles the Seconds It would have appeared 
a great piece of insolence to this flimsy personage^ 
who in a posthumous edition of his works is recom- 
mended to the care of " Time, Truth, and Posterity," 
to be told, that at the distance of a hundred years, it 
would be necessary to say who he was. His Grace, 
it is true^ by £aivour of Idng standing, and of the 
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carelessness or ignorance of compilers^ still keeps 
his place in those straa^ m^eyj^of good and bad, 
called collections of the English Poets 5 but very few 
persons know any thing of him ', and they who do, 
will hardly object to the tone of contempt with which 
Apollo speaks of a grave coxcomb, who a£Rected to 
care notliiiig for th^ ItonpUnl.of eit&el* ItteMlire or 
the world, when he was evidently ambitious of both. 
In his election of a Poet Laureat, where Pope, 
Prior, and others, are among the candidates, he thus 
modestly introduces himself:— 

Whoi: Blickhigham came, he tettiiee ^ear^d t(| be sfKO, 
Till Phoebus desir'd his old friend to walk in; 
But a laureat peer had never been l(^#s|, ! . " 

The cpnunoners clpum'd thaf places as their own. 

Yet if the kittd God had been ne'er .so inclined 
To break an old rule, yet he well knew his mind. 
Who of such preferment wdtdd onAy make s]^ort,' 
And liHig^h'd at all tfuitors for places at court, 

I may here, by the way, take ndtice of a stftsikge 
^iece of carelessness, which has esicaped IVIbr. Wsdter 
Scott iii his edition of Dryden, and which, toiless h^ 
had madeieigbteen volumes of it> might be ccttsk^CKfd 
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into an ignorance of his author 3 — ^at leasts it does 
not iftiddbit «D ailwi^tege W^ ^ins^arlty >«^li the 
poetA ttkber of tii»t age or Hie »tteoeediag^ one*. As 
«a aMitiinial'tirgtmieiiLt to prove> thM; bryden had 
no bttiidr in BiEidckttghatti^ ^vv^lgar Sssny «ti S^tife> 
bo Min ii « iMlte -on 'tittt ]NBsa|^ 

1^'teH tnM ¥reeljrt>f tbdr fcralest ihtthff, 
. Cr9.1amh at tlMf ^*Ma deeds ^^ >«kier.^pwh<8s . 

'*' WofHd Dryden htp^ .yiyMknMid mkIi a rhytti6^" 
it vrtmid.a^^earto, fi)r lie nii^-itTei^t^lytltti- 
selt . Not to^ nn]ld{>ly ltiitsMe«B> see <the ed^^ttrt of 
iius ConqneiA' of ^ Goreaatk^ Aot 9. de. l^v-^cts^ 
8& lj«*'!<«iid.A0t4(.jSc^.|{y-^tiv»>ti^ 
it- wft^also* Uied ^aRier ^^ liy^^o^^ 4Swlft> atid 
tythl»^ ifflK) tdfeoted* to be ^oobeientious f4iyinet«i 
Btid ki felt) there ^was notMag in tt to^ntartle th«tt % 
:fyt Htmppesm \ty Johaaon's Bietixinary, that as tee 
as^ filly yeai« battky the Z in/di»it "Was not only dmpt 
ior iretained «t |il8a«]XiB(» but that '^ In^sott'i^Rialbion 
it 'wsui\fB9i0r«% sappfiBMctil.**. It ia c«dona> jthfict one 
of the authorities^ in which this pronunciation is 
exemplified^ should be another passage from Dryden. 
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*jMd Humuon, thmigh bett m hk imdakiUJU$, 
EUher $kg4 himte^wewry, ar hldated hk mUt. 
In thinking it necesaaiy to^KpittintUsiittiHigej 
I only wkh tp deprecate aQ.idea of diiiiespect fa the 
memoiy of Thomaoiij — a man of .a lOPflC coiwMerI 
nature as well as of genius. The '' bloated hb wits" 
aHudes to the redundant and tumid character of 
much ol bis priadpal poem^ and the ^^^e^ himsetf 
wieary*' to his Castfe of Indolence^ which cmtainfy 
fidb off tpwairds the conclusion^ though it is exquisite 
Ibrthe most part« particularly in the outeet I would 
rather take my uiea of Thimisoii as a poet itwa tins 
:little production, than irom all the rest of his works 
put together. There is more of invention in it,— r 
more of unassisted fancy and abstract ei^oynieiit; 
and in copying the simplicity tt^ther with the 
qiiaintnesses of a great poiit^ he became more natural, 
imd really touched his subject with a mere original 
freshofissj than when hcs had his style to himself* 
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^ Bui ev«f mnee Pope $pmiCd the ear$ of the to^n 
iVith his ct»hHhwng.terM$, ka^vp and half down, &c. 
ThQ duurge against Pope of amoootoiioiui and day* 
log: veinflcai^iaii is not new; but bis, stioceesars haye 
found tbe style of too ea»y and ^acG<Hmiiodatiog a 
detfcaription to {lart with it; and readers in genefal^ 
it must be ccnfessed^ bave ooore tbaa acquiesced 
in tbeir want of ambition. Tbe late Dr. Darwin, 
whose notion of poetical mufiicj in common wit|& that 
of Goldsmith and others^ was of the school of Pope> 
though hk taste was otherwise differentj was per- 
haps the first, who by carrying it to its extreme 
pitch of sameness, and ringing it afiectedly in cme's 
eaersy gave the public at luge asuspidon that, there 
was something wiong in it's ^ture. But of those 
who saw it*s defideudes, part had the ambition 
without the taste or attention requisite for atrilung 
into a better path, and became eccentric in another 
extroode; while others, who saw the folly of both, 
were content to keep the beaten track and set a 
proper example to neither. By these appeals, bow- 



ever, the public ear has been excited to expect 
something better; mui peiiuKpft tlieie neivr wm a 
)aiore finroimMe time tfam th^ pwront, Ibr aa 
aCtea^t to bckig back tke xml h^mwiairn aC the 
Englkli hetok/ and to vesloie to it.lntf.4biM tptk 
pdaefif^-of lt9Miiiio,*r;«aruty. - 
'> I am not iMve joiai&g the<»y of tlK»e^ -wlMi^dfbet 
tocoBslder^Dpe aaiiopeetatjd. He is, I oonfeag, 
in- my jud^ment^ at a goed diBhiiwv Bnm Oryden, 
«lid >iit an temeaMiralile one l^Nini flich ram as 
Spenser awl Mi]itoa5 but if the author of. tiiefiape 
or the Loek, oC filoisa to Abelaid> and of the £kgjr 
am an Unfortunate JLady^ is no poet>.then ans fiwK|r 
losd leelifi^ no properties behmging to :|tosti7.. ^ 
tdn only ^eonsidering lus venuficntion; and npon 
iSbAt point t do nol hesitate Ija «ay,. tint I n^iaid 
fdm, not only 'as no waster «€his^art> hiitnsaony 
indiATent pradwerj and ^bne TMhism «epdtatkin inU 
grow less and kss> in propottion aa tte lo^en of 
^poetry become intinate with his gretit predeoesMrs, 
and vMi the pri n e ip i BB of nanadoai beao^r in^genenl. 
Jdhnaony it is tnie^ objects to those n^va judge of 
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VofHtB ven|8c«tiOn ^ hf {Nrindplw ratkeir ^ttMo 

pepee^^iioDr ' tretting the accuMlkm agunst kim a» 
a cult, *n<) Mts^ccting tlwt the teamen themseire* 
<^ wotdd. have tea plrasure in hU vforkB, if b6 had 
tried to teltet<$ attentioh'by shicBcd dbcoids^ and 
liffected tabneak'hia lines and ^arf his patb^l'* It 
is dangerous to hazard conchBtdus ^nlth T^gard ix^ 
the bpiindfeia of otiitrs, Upon mMieH of ¥9ttidi bur 
otm ienseii hare but impkrlbctfy infonbedus. ' "^ JohH«^ 
wm, by hid' onm confession^ bad no e«r| and 6ik thi» 
Bnbject> as w^U as graYer bnes^ iiiight be f^iclfiMd 
ki retent opinions/ ^vrbich tntiBrfet-ed Mth'ti^ de!^ 
kt^, or dlitdrbed the precoticeiv^' notions ' upbft 
^irliiieh he hadi^ested' faiiii&elf: "Wltboul: dwdOKng: 
.1iKr«ibre bpDtt -die ptalM whidi hkloA ^ ImmUtH 
besftowvd upte tlKse rkry varieties^ and whidi*wa 
vs&f veasonhbly suspect bitn of' havings pronoui^oML 
•ujpon the iltrength of tfa^ rule whiiefa he treats so ccm*' 
temptuously^* it ought to be recollected^ that the 

f, » - , m • ♦* *• •*• 

' *"See )iartieafaffly the life of Diydea, vrhkre ke prais* 
tkkt^kefetlifchit iersifier for knowing how << l» yxy bh {>au9e» 
•kaid adjint his aecictsf* aad olMerves, that as ** theessen^ 
hi visfse is t^gal^i^i'^ m <' iiv oranAaU i« Mt^." 
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priAciples 6f sq «rt ore aotfaiiig Imt tlie. fesolta of 
ft geDeral agreement^ to which the finest peroep** 
tions have come respecting it; and tliat the taste, 
which could be content to do without Taiiety in 
music or paanting> would be thought very unfi]r<» 
mshed for criticisia upon it> ekher on the ^core of 
principle or perception. 

The truth is> that perception has had nothing to do 
with the znatter. The public ear was lulled into 
a want df thought on the subject ; the words mtesie 
and harmony came to be tossed about with an utter 
fotgetfolitess of their meaning; and so contented 
and uninquisitive had every body become <m this 
beadj that even those who sat down for the express 
purpose of calling Mr. Pope*s admirers to a pnyper 
and sxhaller sense of his merits as a poet^ were never- 
theless equally agteed> that as a ve rs i fi e r his pre<^ 
eminence was not to be touched*. It was the 



* See the Essay of Joseph Warton on bis Genius and 
WHtiags. The Docfor teems to h«ve had the Muns aoHons 
of poetic harmony as his brother Thomas, who thouf^t thftt 
Milton, << notwithstanding his sinipilar skiU in music," bad 
t* a veiy bad ear/' and of whose hcau ideal in vanification I 
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«aiA% indeed all over fiurope. Voltaire^ who agreea* 
bly to the genius of the French atage discovered 



nay here give an amiising^^ instance. In the third book of the 
Faerie Qneene, Canto 1. St. 14.> i« the fallowing yu^mfp :— • 

At leogOi they came into a forefet wydA, ' 

IVhose hideous horror ajid sa4 trembling fowd .^ 

Foil griesly seem'd : — therein they long did ryde. 

Yet iraet of liring creature none tbey Ibund, 

Save bearesi lyons^ and )}uU, which romed them around* • 

This last yerse^ says WartoOy '* would be improved in it*a 
harmony by readmg, 

•Save lyenB, beares, and1>afoy Ac 

as would the following also. Book 5* Canto 2. St 30^ 

Yet was admired much of/ooles, women, and bojfs, 
if w^waretoread^ 

Yet was i^mired much of women^ fooles, and boyi. 

But these eotreeHem are made by the critic, upon a suppo- 
sition that bis author must have infallibly written what was 
hat** The reader will recollect, that these lines are in the 
course of a rery long poem ; yet so little had Warton's ear 
pro6ted by his acquaintance ' with the Greek and Italian 
writers as well as those of his own countiy, that he had «^ 
tained no perception of what is musical beyond that of mere 
amoothiiess. Upon this note Mr. Upton very justly observes, 
that *' as nothing is so tiresome as verse in the same unvaried 
measure and cadence, so the best poets, as Homer and Virgil 
among the ancients, Spenser and Milton among the modenu^ 
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AddiMNx to. b9 our gre^loH dnm^it! Hfrilllv; eoidd 
»ot £EtU alaot, agf^ie^alvlbr Iq tbe spirit «f Frenti^ 
verse in general^ to pronounce that Pope was tlie 
most hannoniaui'of our poela :-*^tliA Itidum^ repeactoil 
tbe story/ most Hkcfly ^in that want of infbrma- 
tion> with wM(ik'eriU««r'^ad« too apt tbM^satf^^ 
when they apeak of the literature . of oth/^r - na- 

• - - 

tions ; — andf^eveky vf^ite", in the wiitiiigs of ih^ last . 
hliiidred yearsj we meet with nothing but the music 
feiiid Iteftinoiiy of Pbpe,— in vetslfier$> in critics^ v^ 
philosophers. In InAdriBiis^ Hi sttiidl ttien and great, 
in the MaUets^ the Hayleys^ the Ms^ons,^ the John- 
sons, the Wartons> Adam Smiths, abd tlte' ffiiMeff. 
The latter description of writers, and indeed most 
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often vary, not only in tl\e |>aii8e pf the yerse,. Imi JH^wise 19 

the accent pf the wprdL M^pce pjv poet «k)«a «ot write 

•' • • ■ ■- ■ ' '' ■ • » 

Sa«0 lybttf, b^te«8, and buli, 
Sa^ heares, lyoniis, and btils. 



, Th« r^tder way obs^mrp jevitnd'of IiIm torty^ere <Ik 
j[«U!ce]it is varied and ^mdettce^Moigiedy lest the car {^hoolil 
,;be tirod with^<0M wayamd M«icBei»«f '■KSMirty iakt a il«|; 
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fif tln»e tPfaD do loot psurtkulnrly cultivate a tairte fbr 
poetry^ b» well as penons of eveiy kind who are ea* 
jpLgied id the buakr pttxmitf of society, will most 
liluiy> for a long time to cotne^ adhere to their lore 
^ Vope^B ttffsificatioii^ from the very principle which 
it wants^-^that of ocMitrast )-*-they take up a poet fat 
rdaSLaition siiet their toii8> are naturally gijdded t* 
l^ope by the tone c^ society which is mingled with 
liis more poetical character, and fuifding their ear at 
it's ease m common with the rest of their faculties> 
vote eontent with the indol^oce it enjoys, and care 
not to enquire why it is satisfied. Besides, it is to 
be rememhered/ that the rhetoricians as well ai 
re6iofmei» of the last century have in general formed 
their taste upon that of the French. 

If the attention, however, of more poetical readers 
is once roused to this point, they will find our authoir 
not merely deficient on the score of harmony, but to a 
degree apparently so obvious and at the same time so 
surprising, that they will be inclined to wonder how 
they could have endured so utter a want of variety^ 
and will not be willingi in future^ to listen to a poet 

D 
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tof any pretensions^ who shall come before them i;vitli* 
out a new stop or two to his lyre. — ^To come to 
particulars. — ^ Let the reader take any dozen or 
twenty lines from Pope at a hazatd^ or if hepleasesu 
from his best and most elaborate passages^ and he 
will find that they have scarcely any other paused 
$hsai at the fourth or fifth syllable^ and both with 
little variation of accent. Upon these the poet ifi 
eternally dropping his voice, line after line, sometimes 
upon only one of them for eight or ten lines tpge-* 
ther 3 so that when Voltaire praised him for bring«» 
ing down the harsh wranglings of the English trum* 
pet to the soft tones of the flute^, he should have 
luided, that he made a point of stopping every instant 



, • Dictioimaire Philosophique, ArJ;. Pope.— The reader will 
allow me to deprecate any application of these remarks on 
yersificatiofQ to the Feast of the Poets. The unambitious 
ballad-measure in which it is written, has not only had a par** 
ticular time and tune annexed to it from time immemorial, 
1bo as to be led otf lik^ a kind of dance, but as the eonplets are 
really made up of four lines thrown into two, may be allowed 
to appeal to it's own laws. This however is a trifle not 
\vorth the settling:. The chief merit which is expected w 
:reffses<>f this description is idioiQatical easiness. -. 
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Upon one or twoj^articular notes. See> for instance^ 
the first twenty lines of Windsor Forest, the two 
first paragraphs of Eloisa to Abe1aTd> and that 
gorgeous misrepresentation of the exquisite moon- 
light pictiire in Homen The last may welT be 
quoted : — 

As ^hcn tlie moon— refulgent lamp of night. 
O'er Heav'ns clear azure— spreads her sacred light, 
When not a breath— disturbs the deep serene. 
And not a cloud — o'ercasts the solemn scene ; 

• '. Ai^und her throne— the vivid planets roll. 
And stars unnumber'd — gild the glowing pole. 
O'er the dark trees — a yellower verdure shed. 
And tip with silver— ev'ry mountain's bead ;*■■*' 
Then^hine the vales— the rocks in prospect ris^ 
A flood of glory — ^bursts from all the skies : 
The conscious swadns-^rejoicing in the sig^ht, 

- £ye the blue vault— and bless the useful light, 

, Yet this is va^ty to the celebrated picture of Be-* 
linda in the Rape of the Lock ^ — 

Not with more gloriefr— in th' ethereal plain 

The sun first rises— o*er the purpled main. 

Than issuing forth — ^the rival of his beams, 

Launch'd on the bosomr— of the silver Thames* 

Fair nymphs and well-dress'd youtha-*«round her shone^ 

But ev'ry eye— was fi^*d on her alone* 
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On bor wllite bl«ast»«ik epMrklm^ cross »lit WOTV 
Which Jews might kiss — and infidels adore. 
Her lively looks — a sprightly mind disclose, 
Quick as hier eyes-*€uiil at tu^ui'd aa thMe t 
Favours to none — ^to all she smiles extends;. 
Oft she rejects— but never once offends. 
* BHght as tibe mh— her eyes thfa gfaiert strike^ 
And like the sun — ^they shiiie on all alike. 
Yet graceful ease— and sweetness void of pride. 
Might hide ker ftailtft-4f beUea had iaulta t» hide 7 
If to her shar&— some female enours £iU, 
Look on her face—and you'll lorget them alU 

This is a verjF hviUiant deacriptioa of si drawing'* 
room heroine -, %ut what are the merfts of it*s versifi- 
cation^ which are not possessed by even Stemkold 
and Hopldns ? Out of eighteen Knes^ we have no 
less than thvfHeu m suceemmi which pMise at the 
fourth syIUit)le>-^to say nothing of tihe four %e» and 
the six OS which fall together in the rhymes -, and 
the^eentin all is so tmskilAiHy ntaaaged, or rather 
so evidently and totalty forgotten^ dkat tlte ear has 
an additional HftooeitoMy hmmniBg about lt>— * 

fjuldt as het-eyes-^ 

'Oft she t^eetSy 
Brtj^as Aestttt. 



\ 
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' It does not fcdlow that the critk who objects to tlw 
kind of si9g<-aoiig> sboold be aa adinocate Hor other 
dtjremes aod £at the affected varieties of whioh 
Johofloii speaks. Let the varieties^ like all the 
ether beaiiUies of a poetj be perfectly unaftcted i 
but passion and fimcy natqraOy speek a varkmi 
language; it is monotony and unifonmty a]on« that 
are out qC nature. When Pope, in one of his happy 
couplets, ridiculed the old fashion of gaideningj ha 
forgot that on principles common to all the arts, he 
"was passing a satise on i*w«a«tf and his versificatidn ; 
for who can deny> that in the walks of his Muse 

Grove nods at gro ve e s c h aXLty has it's brother, 
Aiui half the p\9t£wtan^uti reflects tht other ? 

As the pnesent notes are written for the poem to 
whidi they bdong, not the poem for the notes, it 
IS high time to finish the one before me $ other* 
wise I was much tempi'ed to conclude k wiHi 
some counter examples of real poetic hamoiyf 
fflxn the verses of Dfyden^ Spenser, and MjMon $ 
Bol that the style of any gveat wiiter is to be 
imiirjtted at a venture^ or to be studied with any 
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direct view to imitatkm at all 3 but because inihe 
heat eSiuioiifl of those writers are to be found the 
happiest spedmeng of English versification, and> 
luch as with due regard to every maa^s own mode o£ 
thinking and speakings might lead the poets of the 
present age to that proper mixture of sweetness and 
str»agth>— of modem finish and ancient variety,-—- 
from whidi Pope and his rhyming fiicUities hsve so 
](mg withhel4 ua. 

^Not thatch L collected one pattern victorious 
Of ail that was good, and accomplished, mid ghriam, 
Erom deeds in the daylight, and books on the shelf. 
And calVd up the shape of young Alfred himself 
< A note upon Alfred might be indulged me, on the 
strength of his having been reckoned the " Prince 
of the Saxon Poets > ' * but the name of that truly great 
/nan is not to be mentioned without enthusiasm 
hy any constitutional Englishman^-^that is to say> 
by any Englishman, who truckling to no sort of lioen* 
tiousness, either of prince i>r pec^le, would »ee the 
jna^Uest freedom of a republic^ adorned by the graces 
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Iteid' quickened by the unity of a monarchy. — ^But 
to whom indeed^ that has an admiration for any 
great or good quality^ is not the memory of Alfred 
a dear one?— *a man> beloved in his hQme> feared 
by his enemies^ venerated by his friends^ — acccMn* 
plished in a day of barbarism^ — anticipating th^ 
wisdom of ages^— Hself-taught> and what is more> 
self-correctedj — a Ptince too, who subdued the love 
of pleasure, — a Monarchy who with power to ehslavei 
delighted to make free^ — a Conqueror^ who could 
Stop short of the love of conquest^ and sheath his 
sword the moment it had done enough^ — a Sage, in 
short, who during the greatest partof a reign, in which 
lie had practised every art of peace as well as war^ 
bf leisure as well ai activity, — ^in which he had 
fought upwards of fifty pitched battles^ had cleared 
his country from it's invaders, and had established the 
foundation of those liberties^ upon which we are at 
this moment enjoying our every-day comforts, had 
to struggle with a melancholy and agonizing disor- 
der, which neither soured his temper nor interrupted 
his indu^tiy. If this is a character to make emula-r 
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turn despair, it is a character also to make despaiir 
itself patient, and ta conTert it into aa iaviivaUe 
spirit* 

It is motgenerally lonmnto theadiokers of Alfiredj 
that there is a life of him extant, writla:i in Isiim 
by one of his most &miiiar and intd%ent fri^Dds^ 
Asaer of Saint David's, whom he had invited to ooixr^ 
from a monastery. There is a good editiim of itj, 
and I believe, not a scaree one, by Francis Wise^ 
who was Fellow of Trauty Ccdlege, Oxford, and As^ 
ttstant librarian of the Bodloaa*. TheUfe is the 
more intoresting, not only as it fiimislies an authentic 
docmnent for some of the most curious parti£ulars4 
which our laiown historians hftvenaade popidar, and foi 
taore which have been related by others, but inasmuch 
as the author exUbits evid^t marks of his being a 
plain-spdcen, impartial man, and with all his veaera^ 
tion for Alfred, does not scruple to qpeakof the faults 
of his youth, and even, to attribute his misfiMrtuaes to 



* The one I have is va octavo, pnated at Oxford in 1722^^ 
but the first edition appears to have been in quarto. Asser 
was edited also by Camden and by Archbishop Barker. - 
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f^h canfles as were likely to strike a ehurchman ia 
tkttt age. The substance of Asser is eontawaed 
in tbe fourth and fifth books of Mr. Turner's History 
of the Anglo*Saxo]is^ where the reader will find a 
more copious and interesting account of ^ Alfred^, 
though written in a singulur style^ than in any otbev 
English performance. 

It is still however a disgrace to English biogra? 
phy^ that there is no life of our unrivalled coun- 
tryman^ important enough from the size and the 
composition tp do him justice* The notices of Mil* 
ton, Hume^ andBurke^ who like all other wise men, 
of all opinions and countries^ have united to speal^ 
of him with one voice> are mere notices^ however. 
^ceU^t of their kind. Little perhaps could b€( 
ad^ed to the &cts of his st(»ry} but they are of a^ 
oature to be rendered doubly interesting by proper 
management^ no subject^ it is evident^ could be mora, 
justly provocative of el^;ant reflection ax^d illus- 
tration > and a compact;, lively volume, written 
by one who was learned enough to enter into tha 
language of bia bero^ of ta^te enough tq relish hisr 
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accomplishments^ and of knowledge and spirit enoiiglt 
to apprehend the real greatness of his character^ 
Virould be a treasure to be laid up in the heart of 
every Englishman, and tend to perpetuate those 
solid parts of our character^ which are the pnly real 
preservatives of our glory. 

* *Twas lucky for Colman he wasfCt there too, 

"For his pranks would have certainly met with their due,—^ 
And Sheridan^ s also, that finished old tricker ;--^ 
But one was in prison, and both were in Uquor. 

* It cannot be supposed, especially in my present 
situation, that I should object to a man on the mere 
ground of his being circumscribed in his movements f 
but it is pretty well known> I believe, that it is 
not plain-dealing which sent Mr. Colman to prison, 
nor any very great care for his honour which keeps him 
there. These are matters, however, upon which I am 
Ibth to touch, and therefore dismiss them. — ^The 
]^rtinacious ribsQdry of Mr. Colman> and his affec- 
tation of regarding it*s reprovers as hypocrites,-— 
Hmxgs which look more like the robust ignorance o£ 
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a Yuljgar youBgrake^ tlian the proceedings ol even an 
old man of the world who is approaching hia- 
grave, — ^have met with their just reprobation fronv 
every reader of common se^se. The truth is> that Mr« 
Cohnan the Younger, as he calls himself> has been, 
prodigiously oveiTated in his time^ partly perhaps 
from his real superiority to the Dibdins and Rey-i 
jdoldses as a writer of huge &rces^ and partly from 
the applauses of a set of interested actors and 
gratuitous playwrights^ whom he has helped to spoil 
in return } so that it really seems to be half vanity 
as well as sottishness^ that persuades him he has a 
xight to talk as he p]eases> and to make us acquainted 
9rith this obscene dotage of his over his cups. i 

On Mr. Sheridan I spare myself additional com^* 
ment> especially after the climax with which he 
finished his mdral> when explanations were goihg^ 
to and fro respecting the Regents cabinet. Apollo'tf 
rebuke of him^ had he made his appearance> would 
have been on the old score of his neglect of the dram^ 
As a comic writer^ he has certainly^ for a long time 
past, been our only connexion, with abetter xace^-^fd* 
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there was an ideal siddiness about Bfr. Cnmberijand^ 
•<^a hankering after petty etfects and smooth-speak-^ 
wg symiMthies^ — an inaptitude^ . in shorty to fiiU in 
vith the real Ibnns and spirits of life, which made 
him look rather like a sickly foreigner who had got 
among us, than one of the native stock. The best 
part about him was his elegant scholarship. But 
9>ay I say, that Mr. Sheridan, upon the whole, 
appears to me to have been overrated as an obser-* 
Ter, and that the best part of him is his el^ance 
also' an informed elpganne no doubt, and one 
that is full of a social and sprightly humour,— 4)ut 
still a business of words rather than thoughts,--aA 
elegance informing us little in its turn, and quite 
fm the tasteful side instead of the inventive* 

* Apollo jmt gave them a glance wUh hii eye, 
*SpeHcer'"'Ri^erS"Montgomefy,'—a$id putting them by, 
B^g*d the landlord to give his respects to all threej 
Andjoy he*d be happy to see them to tea, 
^ These writers, though classed together, and equally 
admittance to ApoUo's di|mer*table, either 



■■ 
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ittegibflity to lito greater kmours or iteUIitytd 
•flUBtain the strength ol faifi whae, are^ k must be coo- 
€esded> of very unequal tineritB. Mr. Mbntgoinery k 
'perhaps the most poetical of the three^ Mr. Kogen 
the best inibrHiedj and Mr. Spencer the soonest pleased 
^th himself. The first seems to write witii his 
fb^mgs aboift Inm, the second wRh his hooks^ the 
tlnrd wkh his recollections of yesterday and Ida 
€ard9 of invitation. The most vkihle defect of Mr. 
Montgomery, who appears to he an amiable man^ is 
a sici&tess of lancy^ which throws an air of feeble* 
iftess and lassitude on all that he says ; — the ihult of 
Bfr. Rogers is direct imitation of not the best models^ 
written in a style at once vague and elaborate. 
Ifis Measures of Memory,— a poem, at b^it, hi 
nnitation of Goldsmith,— is written m the worsC 
and most monotonous taste of modern versification^ 
— ^to say nothing of the never-&iHt^ jcmir and con^ 
trouls, thoughts and fraughts, tablets, tracings, 
impartings, and aQ the en^ess common-places of 
magazine rhyming. Mr. Rogers, of ktte years, ^eema 
to have become aware of the ddket; of his versifi* 
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4XLiion, ajxd attempted the other dayfjj give hti 
liarp a higher and mote various strain in the firag- 
•ment upon Columbus }«— but the strings appear to 
hxve been in danger of snapping. It was ludicrous 
^enough however> $uid affords a singular instance of 
fiae habitual ignorance of versification in general^ 
Jto find the Quarterly Review objecting to a line in 
fbis fragment^ for running a syllable out of it's 
pleasure and attempting to snatch one of the finest 
graces of our older poetry. 

. The best thing in Mr. Rogers's productions ap* 
pears to me. to be his Epistle to a Friend> describing 
a house and it's ornaments. It has a good deal of 
elegant luxury about it^ and seems to have been the 
best written because the most felt. Here he was 
describing from his own taste and experiencci and 
pot affecting a something which he had found in the 
writers before liim. 

• •* » 

^ But mmd that you treat him as well as you're able, 
Jnd let hm hace part of what goes from the tablep 
V Mx. Crabbe is unquestionably a man of geniuSj^ 
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jposdessifig imagination, observation^ originality : he 
has even powers of the pathetic and the terrible, 
btit with all these fine elements of poetry, is singa** 
Jarly deficient in taste, his £uniliarity oontinuallj 
bordering on the vulgar, and his seriousness on the 
morbid and the shocking. His versification, where 
th^ ftnrcd of hid thon^ts does not compel you tb 
forget it, is a strange kind of bustle between the 
lameness of Cowper and the slip-shod vigour of 
ChurchiU, though I am afraid it has more of the 
^rmer than the latter. When he would strike 
out a lin6 particularly grand or melodious, he has 
evidently no other notion of one than what Pope or 
Darwin has given him. Yet even in his versificadon, 
jtehas contrived, by the colloquial tutn of his languagfe 
jand his primitive mention of persons by their 
5christ]an as well as surname* to have an air of his 
pwn ; and indeed there is not a greater mannerist 
jn the whole cirde of poetry, either in agoodorbad 
^nse. His main talent, both in character and d&» 
iseription, lies in strong and homely pieces of detaiJti 
fyhich he brin^ before you as clearly and to the li^ 
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^ in a camera obfciuB> and in winch he hu bmsx 
impropeiiy coD^»xed to the Dntck paintenfy for in 
additaoa to their finiah and identificatkm^ he fills 
the Tcry conunoDcst of hia aoenoi nvitk ientimeat 
and an interest* 

t« One tm thaucmdtk patt 0/ Uie wtrd$ and the time^ 
Hwi yoa've wasted on pram$ imtead of your rJafme, 
Might haoe gmtCd you a title to thk land of free^- 

dcua,— — 
BeA eo2bfiM9 0/ eadif^«, htgg^d ta cu yen neei 'em, 
<{f hearts and imparts,— wAere'f Ae eomX ihai eoa' 

read 'emf^ 

. Hide is somethiitg not ioekgant or uirfmeiftal 
In the conduct of Mtc Hartley's Triunqihs of Teaap^ 
and the moiaiis of that msinal and dcaiiabledescd^ 
lian, whidi fhwi its donestie fnmlaarky ia too ajpt 
to be orexlooked, or to be tfaoaght inciq^ble of 
iMbdHshment :— but in tids m well as in aU hia 
other wfttlng»> th<«e is ao nmch talking by rote, so 
many gmtuitoiis metaphors, so manff epithets to M 
^ and rhsneaes to fit in/ and such a mawkish languor 



J 
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^:Yer9]ficitiODj with every jiow and tben a rldieidoiift. 
hurrying for a line or so^ that nothing can be mote 
palling or tiresome. The worst part of Mr« Hayley 
is that 'smoodi-tODgaed imd overwrought compli* 
ipentary stytei in addrewiog and apoakiogof othflv> 
yrhicbj whether in conversation orwritiog> has always 
th^ ili^fpitune^ to. soy die least of it^ of being sul-i^ 
fiactod as to sincerity. His best pavtj a*- has bmsk 
justly obseryedj \» his Annotation, The notes t», 
bis poems are aiuusing and fall of a graceful scholar-^ 
ship f and two thvigs nwst be remmnbered to hiS; 
bonour>--^first> that aJtboi^b he had not g^fomi 
enough to revjiye the. taste iii his poetrf j> h§ has been 
the quickest of our late wrkerstq pointoutthe gre^t 
isuperiority. of the Italian sahool oyer the Fren A ; 
and seconds tb^-t he has been amopg tbi3i£rst> atid the. 
ipost ardent of them aU> in halliug the da^svj&tof our 
mtive pausing. Indeed^ with the sipgolar exception r 
of .MiltpQj who had visited Italy^ and who was mcS^ 

A 

a painter himself;, it is to be remembered ta thft, 
^pwpfr tiS all our poets, great and smaUi th^tth^-. 
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hivirahtowaa jiiet amriety for thfe appeanaicc of tto- 
skterart, 

Atid fieH i bltetliei^t longliii: to ^brad^ 
At the IcMt iflimpM «l ber raplendcBt face. 

' It ft^oidd Bpptar, from some speciiiiedii in hk 
notes, that Mr.' Hayky would have cut a Hidre 
tfivaiitageous figure as a trandalor than as an origin 
poet I do iMit say ke Would bate beto Squill to 
great wuriti; for a transktdr, tb k^p aihy thing 
like a pacd wftll his origbal^ should haveat least a 
portion of his original spiiit j but as Mr. Hfyley is 
not destitute of the poet^ the thoughts of another 
lii^ht have invigorated him y and he would at any 
rate have been superior to those mere rhymersj-^— 
siich men as Hoole, for instance, — who without 
the smallest pretensions to poetry in their own persons, 
tilunk themsdbves qualified to tiaiislate epics. la 
tiie notes to his Essays on Epic Fbetry, there is n 
^fteasAng analysis, with occasional versions dP twentjr 
lAMhirty lines, of the Araucsoia of Alonzo d^Eiici!k» 
and-in the samt piaoe is a tiansbtioit of the thsre^ 
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Ast Cantoe ni Dante^ wbidi if fiff baieath the 
DUJeBtic simplicity of the origiiial^ is at leasts Ibr 
spirit as well as doseness^ mudi above tile mouthing 
nonentities which have been palmed npain ui of lata 
yean for that wonderful poet. But Thakt, to say 
iMhingof his demaads uponaTsriety of powers^ in 
ti»sequesoe of those iraikdes of his own, in Whidi 
alter shaking us with his terrors, or shocking ui 
with his resentmcfnts and his diabcdisms, he wUieA- 
vhant us with his grace, mdt uswithhistendemess> 
or rdMh us with some exipiisite picture of nature^ 
is like all the other poets of ib» fint dass; scarcely 
translatable but by a kindred geniils. Thfeiiatural 
language they speak sets at nought the cant habit of 
%ooks. You diight as wdl endeavour, by the he^ 
of a fyny td gather itmnd you the morning freshness 
of nature, as think of apprehending one of th6 
great sfdoits of pdietry, by means of these toyeit 
in versificatipn. Sven the real poets amon^ ua 
have not done justice to those whom th^ trails* 
l«ted,. irith tba^ Qsceptk>ii of loaM smaUar i4fCii of 
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^ric t J^deB waaots. the gnweftilneimapd tliendiet^ 
Bess of Virgil, Chi^pmiii^ all the musk of Hemer^ 
and Paae adl tlie nflture : — wbat then are we to 
fOLpect from sucb a wiitOT as Franck, or. &ora that 
priace oi iiKvolimtary crambo. Hook? No wonder 
that iD€B of good sense aad tasUy who happen pot 
Id (b^ scholars, have Ibuad Horace a duU .£d]ow 
ind Arioeto a dotaid. 

. The. belt trandatkm, iipoa the whole, that baa 
)Me|i pfodiiced in o«]f language, both for do6eDeB& ta 
|be sense and Bfmpaihy with thesporit of its original, 
.appears to^me to be Fak&x'ft Tasso^ I do not say 
Ihat it is a perfect ooe, or that it is not sometimea 
^tndteiled for want of room, and sometinies doude^ 
aviib tibe obscurities <^it*s age; but Eairfox seems t^ 
jgasJoog witb bis aiitb(»:, and to be more of a piece 
liritb him, than any translator perhaps that has ^ 
iippeared. The v^nafieatianis siaguiarly fpee for it'a 
^oseaess, and faa& fdways been accounted one of 
ill^earlieslthannmuflersof our poetry! Drydencidk 
"ijkiiilcin^ tl^ acoount tbe fotli» (4 WiBilta', whP 
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indaed w^ not bIbtw to coi^ass the relaftjoiisliipf' 
and Fairfex, in renewing hb dtaims t^xm our atten^^' 
tiotky macf beast that he has been praised by CMlins^' 
and imitated hy Wihon. 

Th^tfit^rmg venifieation of Faiiibx lias even- drawn' 
some waiters into a love of him^ who in other 
jrespects were not very seducible by the higher species 
of poetry. Amoi^ these is H\ime, who compared 
a thing eaXled Wflkie's Epigontad to Virgil^ and' 
wh& was much incfined^ in compliment to tha 
rest of his French taste in literature^ to call JShsdoB-:^ 
peare a barbarian.^ Hmne howeiner is wrong when 
he says that " each line*' in Tasso ^' is feithfiilly 
rendered by a correspondent line in the translation.'^* 
The Cuthfidness^ it is. true, is for the mosft part asf 
surprising as he represents It, and the number of 
lines is ^e same in both poems ; buC FairfiKx: ittei 
doeaskma3{y substitnted a line of his own for the sense- 
at the ev^iml, sometimes, as may be supposedy-. 
uHlih no good .to his autiior, yet sometimes ««efl^ 
- ^ See ibe Appendix fo tHe reign of 7ames the First. * 
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ipfith impnvfamD^, aad the line has. abltys tfooM** 
thii^ poetical in H> though it's taste may not be Ae 
tnie one. In the tlurd book ftr inatance^ atanan 
9l8t> where Toncred imknowingly encoonten Ckh 
rindftf' and knocks off her hdmel^ Faarfiix sajia 

Ahoot bar thonldert tHwmt her goltai lodu, 
like tunny beams oi| alabaster rocks. 

TUs is a splendid image ; but Tasso mer^j saysj, 
with a more natural and moma»Uffy touchy tiiat 
hef gpld^i lodu ware fhaken cfut. in ^ wipdt 4114 
4 7f:(ung female appei^d before liim :r^ 

E le chiome dorate al vento spane, 
piov^ne donna in mezzo '1 campo apparse. 

The conclusion of the succeeding stans^ has abo a 
tuni with it unlike the original, and not in sq 
ijQowf^ble a. t^uife^ tbovi^ it*s £rakines^ is Ita^. . 
IM ^ other instanofai mr^Bai can cKmt^nd witii 
l|is author, even at his best; ai| in that dose of th<^ 
1Mb. stanza, canto. Ift, dcqcpbing the^desonot of ih^ 
angel QabrieL Fkq is repr^Mxited by XaoBo a« ft|ii. 
dropi^ hi9 ffi^ht^upon hfSbafim, fad Ipla^ifjpg 
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kiiiiself, as he lights^ on ttpMased wings — su 1- 
ad^uate peime— 

Pria sul Libano monte ei si ritenne, 
. £ $i Ubr6 ttt 1' adeguate pfiui«. 

This «lega&t imitaikm of Vurgil* Fairiax improved 
mto a tiiouglit as new as it was beautiful^'-r* 

On Lebanon at first bis foot be set, ' 

VSMtkf fiassing over 4he oi^inal in tkis pasflage> 
ebfiiei^ilie'translaitor^ and that nothing may be lost;, 
adds attiCiide to the motion from Virgil, andtoms 
the due inie ftagraace ijrom Sanqaaarius : 

like Maia*s son be stood, 
Apd shook b^ p|i|ipeft« ib|it bcav*!!^ fiiigiiai^ fiU'd 
The circuit wide. Book 5. 



» . 



Bttt I am getting'tmawaree into a hixinioas gossqH 
lng> ^iteoiit of my snbject. The diief purpose 
4br wludt I meniiased Fair&x was to suggest a 
IrfepubHeation of Inak in prefeeence to the eommoii^ 
^jjAace didiMs of Hoole^ who would assuredly^ hai^ 
^MiM been taieraled> had bkK; the last i«e ef poetiy^ 
In which he liTed> been gi^^en up to the lees of the 
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Jr^Bch lafite. Tb^Jkiveaf Itiiduai Uterato[;e 
began to revive among a few scholaisk 4^ that age> ii 
beginning to have it*s efiect upon this i and if it oon-* 
tinue, will do a grmt deal of "good botii 4o oar £uicy 
Und versfOisatian^ — i vjn^aifi ^nU putthem both in ft 
light way of ei^erciAiQg their fimdtiee and hi^p.tbevl 
to think and speak for themselves 5 for there is no 
danger -i^iat We shall fall into those erttxta of the 
Italian scbooL i^hich however they mskj have been 
ei;aggcgrated by* sM^rfiiwl <be9^nmt»j c^rtflkdy d# 
03^atJ and whkli 'are Hm Jiatiiisl m^tgoomth 'of 
&ncy at ctrtajn .periods' of it*« fioiiriaMg. Our 
long habits of criticism will sav^ us from those. 

It is to be pbaervedy after all^ in speaking of 
schools of poetry> that they are only to be recom<» 
jnei^ed compignitively^ We. are much more likely 
io.gei ataxe^.pfi^cal taste thnmgh the ^Italian thw 
;^^ough4hefVeni(^ acl^^^-^hjwiiigh^penser^Miltoii^ 
imd Ariostpi than Popni Soilc^Uy and their SaUowersi 
Diefomer will* teach ii^ to vaiy IHu*; music and ia 
addisessouinidiwsmgrediractlytQ^wtu^^ but nature 
l^gfs^ u, of :CQ«u»€b ^g|tt8itaiidp»rfecti9BJBai«» 
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frets, ivUhodt ivfadm we become eitlier eccentric 
fffeUadw&b or dashers after ioferior beanty^ or 
rt^^ifot^t dt jbest> of herJaaguage at aecond haiuL 
Vh namt study where Shakspeare.atudied^-^in the 
£elda> in the heaerenai-^iii the heart and fortnnes of 
vanj-HBUui he, aaod the other greatpoets^ should be 
0ar Teaifing^ out of ac^ool-hoara. 

I And the sour mie gmtlemm btess'd himH^auU 

Mr/ GiflfoordiB a tQtan of strong natnral tfenfie> witii 
mdi acqniMi talents^ as are apt to ippi^st xm will| 
doioble' respect^ when their history is co^meeted wAk 
earfydi£Bodties and wilHimble origin. The manner in 
whkh be has related those difflcuhies^ in the inters 
csting littie memoir pteflxeii to his ^venal^ is csd« 
ev^tod to^ire his readers a n^^ard Jot him as. iteli 
as . respect ^ and upon the whole, there is no Hnng 
authwr perhaps, who o^giht huTc ei^oyed.a ^mctfe 
uwningted reputations of th^ middle spedies, tbui 
Mr* Gi£fi»rd« But a Ti]e> peevish temper, the pnq^ 
WXiqupUe in its ij^dsoigeioise, becani^rhe appears It 
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have had earfy ^mnang of it*8 eiflfeets, braks out isi 
every page of his critidsmr and oi^ miden has 
aflfected grinniiig the more obnoxioiia. There is no 
generosity in his satire : — the merest Mly he treats 
not only with ridicok hut resentment; and even a 
mistake, upon a point wiiich he understands bettor 
than some unlucky commentator, is sometlditt;:upon 
which he thinks himself entitled to be indignant and 
retributive. I pnw over the nauseous ^astk to 
Peter Pindar, and even the notes to his B«iriad and 
Mteviadi where though less tuI^ in his language, 
he has a great deal of the pert cant and snip-a&a|p 
which he deprecates, and waatos alndiferoua quantitf^ 
of triumph over every poor creature that icomes 
athwart hini ; but he cannot repraas tlus ^irit even 
iqion better nien, as may be seen wliere he diffeia 
with his brother commentators on Juvenal ; andevery 
decent mind, I believe, has been disgusted widi hii 
thfesome, peeidsh, and useless insults orerlaapteedr* 
aors in the explanation of Massinger. Hadlfr.Gil^ 
fbrd, for his own mistakea only, been treated iM^th 
the nmghness ^ichh^ has shewn towardi oUievS}!!^ 
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ivynikllilKfft hud enough to bear) but to visit on him 
t)M jiiU ntum of his temper, would be a severityj 
as hiinii],iat1ng to a proper satiristj^ as intolerable to 
lumselfl ' 

, Qiar Mthor however does not appear to have car-t 
lied this enthusiastic iippatienoe of his against oil 
the circles of life, with which his talents have siic-» 
CBSsividy made him aci{aainted Like his remoTaekai 
Imt at the same time discriminating brother critics, 
the. Siippf998oni of Vice, hia indignation appears ta 
liave nu|de a seasonable stop in approaching the. 
hi^er w|ers> Mfid thus firom i^ wrathful^ per^ 
swmal satirist of vice and iaifyj he has softened and 
eettled himself into an editor of old dramatists and 
of government reviews, who iB only wrathfbl ia 
apfaJflng of the ol^eetorB to princely vices, and only 
personal upon deiyl v^i^ or i^spectable ladies. J^et 
a man have made a mistake upqn an q^d poet fifty 
years back« and he shall be prqp^ly denonnoed ; let 
Mrs. Barbauld, to whom the rising generation are 
so much indebted, publish but a poetical opinion in 
verse^ differing with, the rulers tlMtara and the 
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opinioDft tlttt ooght to be, and sbe shaU be brought' 
forward witk all ber poetical siiia on bar bead ;— nay, 
let a niafffied hui^ ghreuft bat an aoooont of ber ▼ojnugtt ' 
to India in following her husband, and she ahidl 
have gicHie there to get one $—4mt speak not of '^ the 
imputed weaknenes of the gieat*'* FrinoeB might 
formerly hare k^mistreflses; th^ might abo have 
^8carded them ; and these discarded mispresses, ii^ 
they sinned in rhyme, might be-denoimoed aoeoid- 
iHgly, eveii to their rhemnatiflm and th^ cnitehes ^f 
*-but no- such things are done now, dther by pr i nces 
or by the fovourites of princes 3 speak not of *' the 
imputed weaknesses of the great ;" — ^tiiere were vicea' 
at court formerly, — vices in Jai^nal*s time, — ^vicea 
Cfvenin our own time, when bad poets were going and 
ladies f^ kone,— 4rat now,— talk of no such thing ^ ' 
every prince lii^es with his wife as he ought to 6o,~ 
keeps the most -virtuous company as he always did, 
and is hailed, of course, wherever he goes, widi. 

♦ Quarterly Review, No. 18, p. i48. 

f See a pleasant and manly Hmg at Mrs. Robinson's' 
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shoutff <>f a €CNrdial pc^ularity: — tbe Vices^ that 
might renme sueh a <^aracter> are <Hily '^ imputed** 
to him ;-— ta use a pithy and favourite mode of quo* 
t«tion> '' Hiieres no such thin; ! " 

With regard to Mr. Giflford^s poetical claims^ which 
I had n^eaiiy forgottea> he seems to have thought 
Very justly^ tibat the Juvenal required something bet- 
ter than the usual monotonous versification -, but in 
aiming at vigour and variety, he has fallen into no 
yersiiication at aU> and beccnne kme attd piosaleal^ 
•The only approach that he ever made to the poetical 
character was in some pleasing and even pathetk 
Mnes in the notes.to his Mosviad, beginning 

I wish X was wh«re Aana lies ;r- 

"bMtsuch lines eoming in such a pkoey in tbe very 
thick of petty resentment? and vulgar personalitiesy 
oQfttiadlct tke better taste that is in them» and 
give the reader perhaps as distastefiol an idea of the 
waAor, at the time of Ufe when he indited th^n* 
any one passage of his mitings* 
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>^ Far M§ hui was a e^ir-^hat • vehf grM tiUngf 
And what nia$ Mi fgrwUt in his t^mr-^ King! ' 



Aral A9M<m, — King ApoDoj— ft tmamom titfe If 

ivith the old Grecuuii poelA.— See the Mhiwiiig note. 



> < Be MgiMi, mam; $iudifm6re, $eriM6 faM^ 
Jfor mitiake pre$eni faoomr for loMHng wdceHT; 
ydndrememheTs iflaurek are whtU you uxnUdJkd, 
ThecrcwnofMtrmmphufineedomofmlmd. 

Of Mir. Walter S«Dtt*d iiiiiate atid tiiisting re- 
verence for thrones and doininatiiHUj the reader 
tnay find specimens abundantly nauseous in the edH«^ 
Uon of Dryd^. His styk in prose, setting sisidft 
it*s Scotticisms, is very W^ where he aflects no- 
thing beyond a plain statement or a brief piece of 
criticism ; and it is not to be supposed that his 
critical observations dre always destitute of acute- 
tiess or evien of beauty} butthemoqientheattempti 
any thing of particular ease or proAmfity, heoolf 
Incomes slovenly in.the-one instance and poetical^ 
|)edantic in the otlier. His politics may be estimated 
^t otice by the simple fiict, that of all t^ advocatss 
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«f Cbarks the Second, he is the kast scrupukvu in 
mentaoBing his crimes, beeause he is the least abashed* 
Other writers bave paid decency the compliment of 
doubting their extent or of keeping them in the 
back-ground} but here we have the plainest, tooth* 
picking aduidwledgementsj that Charks vtaa a pen- 
sioner of IVance, a shameless debauchee, a heartless 
friend, and an aftmssinating master, and yfst all the 
whild he is little else but the ''^y nK^oarch," the 
'^imeny mo!darch,*'th^ ** witty monarch," the *'g0bd- 
natur^ monarch $*' and Mr. Scott really a^peats to 
tlunk littlfe br nothing Of all that he says agAinftt him. 
On the othfer hand, let a tlDain be but a Whig, or 
kt any unfinrtdnate fierson, with singular, Sduthfem 
notions of indep^dence, be but an opposer of 
Charles's coOrt, and he is sure to meiet with a full 
and crying denuncis^on of his olfenees, with rtdsed 
hands and lilted eyeballs. The execution of Charles 
Hht First Mti Stott calte an enormity uneqtiaUed in 
modeHi histcny, till the present age furnished a par* 
aBd trrmassaeve!, of (Bourse, and other trifles of that 
i^ IparlMdarfywhen kings and courtiers are the 
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nctan, tade befiofe it; St fiartholometr'a day de« 
nerves to be ooimted lucky in Qomperuon with it» 
iMid princely villaiiis like Henry tbe ]^lith> £«zeU« 
no^ voii Borgiaj are respectable and conscientiptui 
meaa, by the aide of the Preaident Bradshaw and hia 
colleagues. At the same time> a king, who by th^ 
basest means and for the slightest cause would assassi-v 
Hate a faithful servant in the very act of performing 
his daty> is only ungenerous>-^^ne of whom the said 
servant has no fflnaU reason to complain. The rea« 
0er may think this representation exaggerated^ but. 
let the author speak for himself. ''His political 
lorindples (the Earl of Mulgrvve's) were thost^ of si 
^upch Tory> which he maintained through his 
ivho)j^ life^ and he was zealous for the roj^ prexxH 
gative> although he had np smaU reaatm to cmpUun 
bf Charles the Seconds who to avenge.himself of Mid<^ 
grave for a supposed attachment to the Princess Annci^ 
lent him to Tan|^ers> at the head of some troopfir 
m a leaky ve$9el, which it was supposed 9m^st hone p^-*; 
fished in the voyage. Though Mulgrave was i^pris^ 
9{ tb^ dfufig^^ he scprned to sbw iti aod the Bwl 
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ef ^fymotsib/ a fbftotoite sen of theKmg, generavalf 
insidted upon skaring it afong wkh him. This un* 
generom attempt to destrojf bdia in the very act of 
perfiyrmmg hia d«ty> with thef refusal of a re^ment, 
taade a temporary ehaxige in Mtdgrave's conduct." 
Hote25 on Absalom and Achitophel in Dkyden^s Works^ 
vrf. ix. p. 304. 

Of Mf . WaKer Scott's poetry the estimate is suflB- 
cfcntly easy, and wiH now perhaps, after the surfeit 
he has given ns of it, be pretty generally acknow- 
liedged. It is fittle more than a leap back into the 
dress and the Action of rude but gorgeous times, 
t^hen show concealed a great want of substance, and 
ti fittle thinking was conveyed in a great many words. 
Tlto# it is iiai invidious to call the late demantf 
for it a hBhion, tot it was almost as mere a fashion 
der the revivsd of any. other artificial meode, and just 
^ Hkefy to go out again. That Mr. Scott is a poet 
i* not to be controverted j — ^he has a ^htsome fancy, 
pleasing circumstance, luxury of description ; and in 
his idea of M armion has sdewn a taste for that mix- 
ture of genuine human character with the abstrac- 
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tions of poetry^ which is a mark of no ordinary genioa 
for narrative. But when the novelty of a parti- 
cular mode of style is gone^ a poet will obtain re- 
putation for little else than a discernment of other 
men*s beauties^ who has no natural language and bo 
style of his own^ — who cannot describe what he sees 
and feels but in phrases previously set down for 
him> — and who must therefore be suspected of seeing 
and feeling, not so much from his own perceptions^ 
as from the suggestions of those that have gone 
before him. Mr. Scott*s ladies gay and barons 
bold> his fiill-wells and I-pray-yous> his drinkings 
of " the red wine" and lus " kirtles of the crama- 
sie/' — his rhymes pressed in to the service^ and his 
verses . dancing away now and then out of the mea- 
sure, may have been new to the town in general, 
but they are as ancient as recollection itself to the 
readers of poetry ', and a person tolerably well read in 
old songs and stories might exclaim with Jh» John- 
son on a similar occasion, 

Wheresoe'er I turn my view, 
AH is old and nothing new, 
Trick'd in antique ruff and bonpet. 
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The plea> if any such has been loade^ of suiting 
the language of the poem to the manners of the 
story, is a mere excuse for want of power to talk 
naturally : for to say nothing of the continued mo- 
dern, smoothness which is added to the old versi- 
fication, and of the different periods of time to which 
the self-same language is applied, no writers, not 
excepting the old romancers themselves, ever did 
or could adapt their language to the times of their 
story, unless the events they described were contan- 
porary. The romancers indeed notoriously violated 
every species of proper costume to suit themselves to 
their own period, and if they had attempted to re- 
tain an improper costume and to talk in the language 
of previous times, we should in vain have looked for 
those natural biursts of passion, and all those affecting 
simplicities, which they were enabled to put in the 
mouths of others, by speaking, as th^ felt, from 
their own. Thus even what was a natural language 
ia these writers, becomes, from the imitation, an 
unnatural and affected one in Mr. Scott} and m 
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iact^ he talks the language of no times and of no 
feelings^ for his style is too flowing to be . asieieftt, 
too antique to be modem, and too artificial in etery 
respect to be the result of his own first impressions. 
There is indeed a general want of ambition about 
Mr. Scott, and a contentedness with what is shewy 
rather than solid, that look like a poet of no very 
great order. His resorting to a style so easy of imi- 
tation, his giving himself up to a profusion of words 
and prettinesses on which he might rhyme by the 
hour, and his coming out, year after year, with a new 
poem provocative of all sorts of suspicions connected 
with the irade,— ^all exhibit somethings ready indeed^ 
and entertaining, and penny-turning, but very far 
from what is either lasting or noble. ' Mr. Scott 
writes a very sprightly ballad, can sketch a good 
character from the life, and can hide himself to ad'* 
vantage in the costume of other times ; but brought 
forward in his bwn unassisted person> and judged by 
a high standard of poetry, he wmits originality and 
a language. 
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'^ But there's one thing Fve akcays forgotten to fnen- 

turn, 
Your venificationi — ^ray give it invention, 

Mr. Campbell seems to baye ham{)ered bis better 
g/ssma between the versification of others and the 
strugg^le to express his own thoughts in their natural 
language. I speak not of the Pleasures of Hope, 
which though abundant in promise^ is a young and 
uninformed production i^ comparison with his sub- 
sequent performances : — ^but I am persuaded that 
nobody would ever have.thought of comparing that 
poem with the Gertrude of Wyoming^ or of under- 
valuing the latter in general, and regarding it as not 
answering the promise of his youth, if in quitting 
the ordinary versification of the day, he had not de- 
viated into another imitation and got into the tram- 
mels of Sp«[iser. The style perhaps is not so much 
a|i imitation of Spenser, as of Thomson, the imitator 
of Spenser; but the want of originality is certainly 
not lessened by this remove from the fountain-head. 
In Spenser^s style and stanza the|*e is undoubtedly a 
great deal of hannony and dignity, and specimens 
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of almost every beauty of writing may be found rn 
them } but they will hardly be pleasing now-a-days 
in a poem of any lengthy unless the subject involves 
a portion of the humourous or satirical, as in the 
School-Mistress and the Castie of Indolence; where 
the author looks through his seriousness with a smile> 
and the quaintnesses of the old poetry fall in with his 
lurking archness or his assumed importance. And 
the reasons would seem to be obvious 5 for not to 
dwell upon the inherent and unaccommodating faults 
of the stanza in a long English poem^ such as it*s 
tendency to circumlocution and its multitude of simi- 
lar rhymes, it has always an air of direct imitation, 
which is unbefitting the dignity of an original seri- 
ousness) and it*s old words and inversions contradict 
that freshness and natural flow of language, which 
we have a right to expect in the poet that would 
touch our affections. We demand, — not the copy of 
another's simplicity, but the simplicity of the speaker 
himself; — ^We .want an unaffected, contemporaneous 
language, such as our ears and our hearts shall equally 
recognize, and such as our own feelings woidd uttei^ 
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'Were they as eloquent as the poet*8. The choice of 
this style is the more to be regretted in Mr. Camp- 
bell> because his genius evidently points to the most 
attractive sympathies of our nature, and his great 
talent lies in the pathetic. Indeed it is observable, 

how inevitably his own taste leads him to forget 

• 

the imitative turn of his versification, whenever 
he has to describe some particular scene, in which 
the afiections are interested } but the present stock 
of readers, who have had their ears spoiled by easy 
versification, will not readily consent to exchange it 
for one of a less accommodating description with 
additional, difficulties. . Of several styles of imita- 
tion that come before them, they will inevitably pre- 
fer that whidi comes easiest to their old habits ; 
and this is one great reason why the productions of 
Mr. Walter Scott have outrun in popularity the coy 
loveliness of Gertrude of Wyoming, — ^the first poem, 
in my mind, of any length, that has been produced 
in the present day. — ^While I have been palled with 
the eternal sameness of Mr. Scott, and disgusted 
with the puerilities and afiectations of Mr. Southey« 
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I have read over and over agajA the Gertrude 4)f 
Wyomingy and have paid it that genuine tribute^ 
which the pride of manhood and the neoessary baihita 
pf adversity are Aot much in the eiutcMa of iavjahijo^ 
In fipeajl^iiig of Mr. Canipbell> his -smaUer fneoep 
inust not be forgotten. Their merits are very ime* 

• 

^nal^ and some of them> written perhaps in early 
youths seem altogether vxxmoxihj of his jien ; but 
Hohealiaden, ai^d the two naval so^ogs^ are noUf 
pieces^ beautiyfiiUy dashed with the pathetic 5 andtlia 
Soldier's Dream is one of those heartfelt asid dooMstie 
appeals^ from which the fancy^ a£b^ dwelling yp<H|i 
their tenderness^ is suddeqly glad to escape. 

^^4nd never should poet, so gifted a^d rare^ 
Pollute the bright Eden Jooe gives to his care. 
But love the fair Virtue for whom it is gweB, 
And keep the spot pure for the visits of Heavea, 

It is natural in congratulating a person on his es- 
cape from some extraordinary defect^ to fojcget the 
mention of smaller ones; otherwise^ Apollo mi^t 
have railUed Mr. Moore on hi^ exuberant fgipdJ9ue89 for 
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dewsj fxmisrs, aad^Kdainadons^ and ha¥« q^uandled 
nmth him fi>r not app]b)rifig his powers to some poem 
of length that should exMbit them in their prOper 
]ig}it. The fiist of these fa^ults howeyer will most 
IJkefy foQow the other misdenKanounB of his yonth> 
SUdd the laitter he is understood to Ue doing awoiy^ at 
this mcMBent^ in a eou^gutry retir^QieBt. Certainly 
the pernicious tendency of Mr. ]M[ooire'« lonq^r pro*^ 
duetions is not to be questioned :-<-it was only to be 
eipiaDed perhaps by the good that nngiht result Irom 
a jchaoge HI his way of thinking, and from the pains 
he would talie, when so altered, to transfer the 
attractiveness of his style to the cause of virtue. 
But there always aj^peared to mfi, in tbe mi5at of 
that taste of his, a cordial and redeeming something, 
•■'-A leaning a^r ^ better alfections,"^wbici)i 
shewed a conscious necessity of oorrecting it, Faxtt 
with it altogether be need not as a writer, ai^ 
could not as a poet^ but to correct and unite it witjbi 
nobler sympathies was his business as a true lover 
both.of the sex and of his country. Jt would hfiv^e 
liteen iinicpnfiistent in a po^i(:ian $o pplxjtjei^, mi a: 



74 NOTES ON THE 

patriot so wscnxx as Mr. Moore> to assist in renderii^ 
us slaves in private> while he would hare u^ aH 
fireemen in public. 

The real admirers therefore of this poet were 
rejoiced to see in his latter publication^ the Irish 
Melodies^ how greatly he had improved his mo- 
rality^ and not only so^ but how much the graces 
of his fancy had gained instead of lost by the ito- 
provement. In the sprightly and idiomatic flow 
of his songs he had already overtaken Prior> and on 
the ground of sentiment had left him behind -, but 
the union of strong fancy and feeling discoverable in 
his later productions^ and the unexpected appear- 
ance of a taste for the dignified and contemplative, 
so distinct from the town associations that crowded 
about one*s ordinary idea of \nm, were promises of a 
still greater reputation^ and will enable him^ it is 
trusted^ to reach posterity under an exemplary as 
well as graceful aspect. 

As a versifier, Mr. Moore does not appear, hitherto, 
to have attempted any improvement of the models 
he found in vogue 5 but what he might do in thiis 
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respect may easily be conceived, from the natural 
fineness of his ear. The lines in his lyric pieces how- 
ever have a music in them, distinct from the ordi- 
nary monotony of his contemporaries, and evidently 
traceable to his taste for the sister art. You feel at 
once, that his songs are indeed to be sung, — a happy 
propriety, which he seems to share exclusively with 
Dryden, 

# 

' * When, all of a sudden, there rose (m the stairs 

A noise as of persons with singular airs ; 

You*d have thought *twas the Bishops or Judges a coming. 

Or whole court of Aldermen hawing and humming. 

Or Abbot, at least, with his ushers before. 

But *twas only Bob Southey and two or three more. 

The last couplet originally stood thus, — 

Or at least my lord Colley with all his grand brothers ; 

But 'twas only Bob Southey and three or four others. 

Colley is one of the Christian names of the Mar* 
quis WeUesley. I notice this alteration, lest having 
felt myself bound to make it, I should seem to evade 
it's acknowledgment. There are still some point* 
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about the NdUb Marquis, wbieh I may not particu- 
larly admire} but the polity he has lately pursued aad 
avowed, the just ^preciatioa he seems to have formed 
of the contest with Bonaparte, and the military genius 
displayed by his brother in the peninsula? are very 
&r firom warranting any contemptuous allusion tp 
him or his £unily. There used to be certainly ^ 
feeling of distaste to them on account of their 
imputed haughtiness ; nor did the Indian governor- 
ship, or thek domestic politics, tei^id to diminish it; 
but ,the Marquis's present conduct seems to be rather 
independent than arrogant 3 and there is a well-tem- 
pered and 8trait-&rward simplicity about the mili- 
tary character of the Field Marshal, worthy (^ thfi 
great cause to which his sword made an opening. 
The original line therefore, such as it is, stands 
agamst myself, and not agaiiist the noble brothers. 

'^ Ymi'd hone thought "twos the Bishops or Judgfs a 

comitijg. 
Or whole court ofjldermen^ hawing find humming. 
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^ Mb^is at hast, toM hii mhers before. 

But 'Hdos aniy Boh Smttkey, tmd two or three mare. 

Thk aUude^to the aflbctatkm aftmiversal superiori-* 
ty>— ^ beuag best and wisest ia tffaatever they felti 
thought^ and did> — ^which used to iiaark the LAm 
Iftiets m the days of their ianocenee^ and has irat. 
fbtsftken them now that they are nlen of the world. 
It ni^ then> however J a pardonable piece of boyish-* 
ness and enthusiasm, • at which good nature would 
smile ^-^now> it has become a full-grown and inso* 
lent pretension, which good sense must deride* 
- It is curious to see with what apparent unconsci* 
oUBness this change has been afiected. The best 
feature in their character, tiU of late years, was their 
public as weU as pritate integrity ; but the msiudliB 
G^rmem cant which first infected their muse at last 
<iorrupted their manners, and being a jargon ad^ted 
to every sott of extreme, enabled them to change 
their free opinions for slavish ones, without altering, 
the cost of their language. Good opinion stHl lin- 
gered about some of them^ but latterly the very 
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best have quite lost the bloom of their chai'actery 
and degenerated, like the others, into servile place- 
hunters, and gross editorial puffers of themselves. 
Mr. Southey, and even Mr. Wordsworth have both ac* 
cepted offices under government, of such a nature, as 
absolutely ties up their independence -, Mr. Coleridge^ 
in pamphlets and newspapers, has done his best to 
deserve likewise ; and yet they shall all tell you that 
they have not diminished their free spirit a jot. In 
like manner, they are as violent and intolerant 
against their old opinions, as ever they were against 
their new ones, and without seeing how ^au* the ar- 
gument carries, shall insist that no man can possess 
a decent head or respectable heart who does not agree 
with them. Persons who go to neither extreme, 
are of course to expect still less mercy, if possible. 
JVfr. Southey, who is one of the pensioned reviewers 
in the Quarterly, does not blush to tell those who 
are acquainted with his former opinions of the great 
and their corruptions, that a mere stickler for Re* 
ibrm now-a-days, even with good intentions, is little 



i 
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better than a " house-breaker."* Poor fellow ! he 
must have been a sad well-meaning profligate in his 
younger days ! — It is in vain you tell such reas<mers> 
that you are neither Jacobin nor courtier^ that 
you have never made a noise about equality^ as they 
did formerly^ nor ever truckled to the vice of a 
courts as they do now : — ^you difier with them *, and 
that is enough^ with their intolerant egotism^ to 
prove you either fool or knave. 

The grossness of this utter defiance of candour and 
consistency would be too despicable for notice^ did it 
not tend to bring all profession and principle into 
doubt^*-and to add strength^ by so doing> to the seep* 
ticism of men of the worlds and bitterness to the 
reflections of those who sufier for being otherwise. 
But let us never fdrget to separate an honest and 



. • See an article on the State of the Poor, in a late number 
of the Quarterly. I mention the authors of these reviews with 
the less scruple, because I think that anonymous writers in 
general have no right of concealment, particularly when they 
attack people in this manner,— and because I never thought 
myself at liberty to conceal my own name, when it either was 
a»ked or mis^ht be so. 
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tried eoaiktUKj from the Tagoe, ^aitipltsgiomk di-« 
tibiiMasm tJiat starts awxf at the siglit of daogier/ 
and nifis into any and ererjr extfeme. The pei^nr 
i)f whem we have heen speaking hate been i^trajs iit 
extremes, and perht^ the good thef are destifled ta 
perform in their generation, is to afibrd a sti&ic^ 
lesson of the inoonsistencies naton^y produced by 
So being. Nothing remains the sttne but thel^ 
vanity. 



's^ soon 0$ he sam him, jfyoUo HelifCdpUa»\ 

When this line tras written, Mr. Seuthey had not 
tp^ thrown off the msek of independeiiee, nor ac<^ 
eepted those meaner laur^ wlueh hspolSo would hartf 
hfld reason to disdain. Befefre that period/ there 
Was a native goodness about his dtaracter, and a 
taste f(x placid virtue in his writings, which cond- 
Bated regard and made u» thi]^ of Mm with a per- 
tkiacious kindness. I will not answer, that my ideas 
of his poetry hcive not bees of too h%h a d^scriftkm 
on tliis account, relying as tbey did on what ap- 
peared to be indicative of a finer species of ouadi 
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ahd to promise something greater than he had yet 
performed ; but let his praises remain 5— -it is not 
^rorth while to alter them. 

* It may be as well however to mention^ that though 
Mr. Southey is represented as admitted where Mr. 
Wordsworth is not^ it is not meant to insmoate that 
he is a better poet^ but merely that he has not so 
abased the comparative little that was expected of 
him. He is no more to be compared with Mr. 
Wordsworth in real genius than the man who thinks 
once out of a hundred times is with him who thinki 
the whole hundred; but that he is at the same time 
a poet, will be no more denied, than that the hun^^ 
jdredth part of Mr. Wordswcnth's genius would make 
a poet. His fiuicy perhaps has gone little beyond 
l^ks, but still it is of a truly poetical character; he 
touches the afiections pleasingly though not pow« 
erfuUy; and his morsd vein stands him in stead, as 
it ought to do, of a good deal of dignity in other 
tesjpeetB. What he wants in the gross, is a natural 
strength of thinJcing^ and in the particiilar, a real 
style of his own; for as his simplicity is more a thing 
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of words than of thoughts, he naturally borrows hia 
hmguage from those who have thought for him» 
"What Mr. Wordsworth conceals from youj or in &ct 
overcomes by the growth of his own mind, Mr. Soa-^ 
they leaves open and bald, — a direct imitation, pro- 
minent with nothing but ?uxth$, andg, yeas, evens; 
and other fragments of old speech. As to his atf 
tempt to bring back the Cowleian licentioasneas of 
metre in another shape, and with nothing like an ear 
to make it seducing, it is a mere excuse for haste 
and want of study* 

To return to the line in the text,— Apoillo, I am 
afraid, is not as easily to be defended as myself, for 
a want of foresight so unbecoming his prophetical 
diaracter; — ^but this I leave to be settled by some 
future BuRMAN or Biffius, whenever he shall d# 
me the honour to find out the learning of this q;re« 
gious performance, and publish the Feast of the Poets 
in two volumes quarto. Apdloj Hke other vivadout 
spirits, chose to do without his foresight sometimes^ 
'■^-as the commentator will no doidit have the good# 
nesstoshew forme. 



i 
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3y the vnj, speaking of Mr. Southey*8 coart 
laiirel8> of wliich I hare luckfly said enough in aiKK 
ther pubHcation, people have not forgotten what he 
said formerly of '^ the degraded tide of epic^'* and 
of his olgections to write accordingly under such de^ 
gradation. How is it^ that he has not expressed a 
similar hxxtov at the degraded title of Poet Laureate 
He cannot pretend to say that it is not so> for setting 
aside the remaining reasons^ one df the very persons 
who helped to degrade the on^^ oontributed to do as 
much for the other. Would it not be better in some 
ftiture edition ^ his works^ to alter that word ** de* 
graded" into some moi^ convenient epithetj such as 
V)(»rthle8$ for instance^— that is to say> valueless^— ♦ 
|Neimyle80^«— something that does not give one a 
pension? 

^^ Fof CoUndge had v€x*d hm long nnce, t suppose, - 
i^ his idliing, smd goMmg, and muddling in prose y^ 
Mr. Coleridge is a man of great natural talents> 
as they who sciost lament his waste of them^ are the 
readiest to admowledge^ Indeed it is their canvie* 
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lion in this respect^ wbkh inducer them to feel the 
waste as they do ; and if Apollo shews him no quarter/ 
it is evidently because he looks upon him as a de- 
serter. Of his poetical defects enough wiU be said 
in speaking of those of Mr. Wordsworth } and if a* 
much cannot be said of his kindred heaulies> it i^ 
rather perhaps because he has written less and is a 
inanof less industry, than because he does not equal 
the latter in genius. The allusion in the text is ta 
his strange periodical pablicaticm^ called the Friend. 
See Note 18. 

. There was an idle report, it seems, on the first 
appearance of Mr. Coleridge's tragedy, that I waa 
the instigator of a party to condemn it. The play^ 
as it happened, was not condemned, nor does any. 
such party appear to have existed; — the critlidsia 
also, which was written upon it in the Examiner, by 
a friend, must have' removed, I shdiild thmk, aU 
doubts oa that head. It is very certain, that at the 
^ime of its appearance I was too ill to be oat of 
doors,T-nor is it less 90, that regarding mysdf as « 
reporter of the public judgmetit in these matter^ 
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I never thought myielf justified in being a party oh 
either sidc^ vlvd voce. Mrl Coleridge should do more 
credit to his own notions of oppodtion^ than to. sup* 
pose me capable of these idle tricks. If he s^ 
fscrsists however in thinking it «ttiaordinary that I 
ihoold exhibit a more lively Tegret than others at 
seeing him throw away his fine genius as' he has done> 
he may attribute it> if he pleases, to a cause from 
which he seems to have expect^ a reverse kind of 
treatqoant^— to my having been bred tip, as well as 
himself, in the humble but not unlettered school, 

ov^r which hid paemory might have thrown a lustlie^i 

_ . , ... 

• * The Grammar-school of Christ's Hospital. Of this institu* 
.tioa, vhieb is of a tnily En^uAi descnptioii, and a loitof nw- 
dium betwixt the hl^h breeding of the more celebrated founda- 
tions and the conscious h umility of the charity-scbool, see a very 
luterettinif aeoount in some late -numbers of tba Gentleman's 
Magazine by m^ fr^en^ Charles I^e^nb, who was contempo- 
rary there with Coleridge, and of whose powers of wit and 
observation 1 should delight to say more, if he had not con- 
fined those chief talents of his to the fireside. Mr. Coleridge, 
] believe, helped to give a new stimulus to the literary ambi- 
tion of his school-fellows. We cannot boast of many great 
names ; but of sueh as we have, we are fond in proportion to 
their fewness. It was here that the celebrated Camden re- 
ceived the rudiments of his leamitig ; and I recollect, it used 
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^^And Wordnnwrth, (meiday, madehkvtiy hakt biuUe, 
B^ going and changing hi$ barpfor a whistle. 

The allusion htire scarcely needs a remark; bat in 
tevising my Yerses^ and endeavoaring to do justiee 
to Mr. Wordsworth^ I was anxious^ whenever I nie»- 
tkmed him^ to shew myself sensible of the great 
powers he possesses^ and with what sort of gift he 
Ins consented to trifle. 

' ^ When one began spouting the cream of orations 
In praise of bombarding ont^s friends and relations; 

Mr. Coleridge^ in his IViend^ ventured upon a 
studious and even cordial defence (at least so his 
readers understood it) of the attadk on Copenhagen^ 
--one of those lawless outrages^ done in the insolence 
and impatience of ipomex, which at first broogbt in- 
&my> and have at last brought down retribution^ 
upon the head of Bonaparte. The imitaticHi of sudb 

to be a proud enjoyment to us to witness the g^tef ul inscrip- 
tions in gold letters with which Joshua Bames had adorned 
the books that he presented to the library. As to coU^e 
honours, at least in the Belles Lettres, it may be truly said 
that the school has of late ye^rs srown fiuniliar wilih them* 
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iietions prares how little the OGntest agabnthim was 
understood at the time, either in it's moral or poll* 
tical point of view, or rather in it's only proper 
point of view, which ccMoprises both 5-— but the world 
appears to have learnt better since.— The above pa- 
renthesis is used in spealdng' of the general accepta- 
tion of Mr. Coleridge's meaning, because he himself, 
it appears, has astounded some people by deprecat* 
ing such a construction. 

^9Jnd father sonie lines he had made on a straw, 
^hetDvng how he hadfcmnd it, and what is was for, 

I am told, on very good authority, that this parody 
upon Mr. Wordsworth's worst style of writing has 
be^n taken for a serious extract from him, and pane- 
gyrized accordingly, with mUch grave wonderment 
liow I could find it ridiculous ! — See the next note. 

*® The hard, like a second JEneas, went home in't. 
And lives underneath it, it seems, at this moment. 
If Mr. Wordsworth is at present under a doud, it 
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U one, we see^ of a dignity's wearing; and he ma^ 
emerge firom it» whenever he pkaaes^ withapiopor- 
tionate hjfttre. May he speedily do do! There i9 
nobody who would be prouder to hiiitha^ new biota* 
ing than myself. Apollo should have another Feast 
cm purpose to welcome it. It certainly appears to me, 
that we have had no poet since the days of Spenser 
and Milton^*-ao allied in the better part of his genius 
to .those fevoured men> not. excepting even CoUinsj 
who saw ferther into the sacred places of poetry than 
any num of the last age. Mr. Wordsworth qpeaks less 
of the vulgar tongue of the profession than any writer 
since that period; he always thinks when he speaks^ 
has always words at command^ feels deeply> iaxaeaes 
ridily« apd never descends from that pure and ele* 
vated morality^ which is the lu^veregipn of the first 
order of poetical spirits. 

To those who doubt the justice of this charpetiarj and 
who have hitherto seen in Mr. Wordsworth nothing 
but trifling and childishness^ and who at the same time 
speak with rapture of Spenser and Milton> I would 
pnly reconunend tjie perusal of such poen^ a|the 
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JPemale Vagrant in Lyrical Ballads^ the Nlgiitangale, 
the three little exquioite piaoes from p. 50 to 53 of 
the 3d vol. (4th edition) another at p. 136>— the 
Old Cwnberland Bcggar> (a piece of perfect detcr^ 
tion philoflophized) ; and in the two subsequent 
wohxmes of poems^— Louisa^ the Happy Warrior > tb 
JEI* Co the Sonneto entitled London and Westminster 
j3ridges> another beginning ''Hie World is too 
joaneh with us>" and the miyestic dmplicity of the 
Ode to Duty, a noble subject most nobly treated. If 
after thi8> they can stfll see nothing beautifhl or 
great in Mr. Wordsworth's writings^ we must oon« 
felude that their insight into the beauties of Spensieir 
and Milton is imaginary,-*'*and that they speak in 
praise of those wnters as they do in dispraise of Mp. 
Wtirdsw«»th> merely by rote. 

It may be asked me then> why with such opinicMM 
ias I entertain of the greatness of Mr. Wordsw(Nrth*tt 
^eoiQB, he is treated as he is in the verses before us. 
I answer, because he abuses that genius so as Milton 
<or Spenser never abused it, and so as to destroy those 
^p»at ends of poetry, by which it should assist the 
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11868 and refresh the spirits of life. FrcNta him, & 
whom much is givei^ much shall be refuiioed. Mir. 
Wordsworth is cs^mble of being at the head of a new 
pad great age of poetry } and in pcnnt of £BCt> I do 
not deny that he is so already^ as the gr^itest poet 
(oi the present ; — ^but in p<nnt of dfiBct^ in point of 
delight and utility^ he appears to me to have made a 
mistake unworthy of him> and to have soo^t by 
laocentridty and by a tormng away from soeiety, 
yhat he might have obtained by keeping to his pro- 
per and more neighbourly sphefe. Had he wiitlen 
always in the ^irit of the pieces above-meatkmei^ 
|iis readers would have Mt nothii^ but delight and 
gratitude ; but another spirit interferes^ calculated 
tto do good neither to their taste nor refleditms^ Bmi 
^fter having been elevated and dq>res8ed> refireahed 
imd sickenedi pained^ pkased> and tortured^ we 
dose his volumes^ as we finish a melancholy ds^> 
.with fedin^ that would go to sleep in Ibrgetftdnesa^ 
and full waking faculties too busy to su0er it. 

The theory of Mr. Wordsworth,— if I may ven^ 
^e to give in a few words my comtructicm of thr 
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cnrioas bxA, in maily leapeeis, fery masteity pre* 

fiice to the Lyrical Ballads, is this ;-^that owing to 

• Tarietf of eadsting causes, among which are tkeao** 

enmulation of men in cities and the necessary uni* 

formity of their occupations,—- and the consequent 

craving ftnr extraordinary incident, which the present 

0tate of the worid is quick to gratify, the taste of 

iwciety has become so vitiated and so accustomed to 

{pxMS stimulatits, such as '' firantic novels, sickly and 

stupid German tragedies, and deluges of idle and 

lexiraoagant stoories in verse," as to require the couhn 

teraetioii of some simpler and more primitive food^ 

whidi shonld restore to readers their true tone ctf 

(enjoyment, and enable Ihem to relish once more the 

jieauties of simplicity and nature ; — that, to this pur« 

'pose^ a poet in the present age, who looked upoti 

men with his proper eye, as an entertainer and in^ 

atroctor, shoukL ehuse subjects as far removed ai 

posdblefrom artificial excitements, and appealing t^ 

the great and primary afiections of our nature ;«^^ 

tMrdlj and lastlyi that these subjects, to be worthily 

fund effectively treated, shaidd be fdothed in languag^ 
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equally ttrtless. I puB over the contingoit parti 
of the Prefiue> though touching out> as they go^ 
«oine beautifiil ideas respecting poets and poetry 
in general^ both because I have neither time nor 
toom to oonaider them> and because they are. not se 
immediate to my purpose. I shaU merely obsem^ 
by the way^ that Mr. Wardswdrtb does not seem te 
hare exercised his feelings much on the subject of 
versification^ and must protest against that attempt 
nf his to consider perfect poetry as not essentially 
jconnected with metre> — an innoration, wiuchmNdd 
detract from the poet's propertnsj and shut up asA 
of the finest inlets of his enjoyment and nomishers of 
•hip powerj — the sense of the harmonious. 
. Now the object of the theory here mentioned hnk 
,clear^f nothing in the abstrn^^ that'-can oflfend the 
40imde8t good sense or the best poetical ambition. In 
.ftct> it is only saying> in other WQrds> thotitis hig^ 
time for poetry in general to return to nature and- to 
a^natural sty]e> and that he wiil performs great and 
•useful vroA to sociiety> who shall assist it to do so& 
I am not faUingi by this interpretatipn> into the 
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MTOr \fhich Mr. Wordsworth vefj jmtlx deprecates^ 
when he wamft his readers against aliecttng to iigree 
with him in terms, when they really difiBer with him 
in taste. The truth which he tells, howeirer obvious^ 
^ necessary to he told, and to be told loudly) and 
be should e^joy the praise which he deserves, of hav* 
kig been the first, in these times, to ptodaim it* 
But the ({uestion is, (and he himself puts it at the 
end of hia Preface) has Mr. Wordsworth '^ attained 
his object"? Has he acted up to his theory ? Has he 
brought back that natural style, and restored to us 
those heaUhy and natural perceptions, which he 
jiAstly describes as the proper state' of our poetical 
institution } I think not. He has shewn that he 
fould do it J and in some instances he has set the. 
fxamplei but the popular e£fect of his poetry af^peart 
to me to be &r otherwise; it gives us puerility for 
Ulini^eity, affectation for nature; and only tends, in 
n^ Hiind, to go to the other extreme of -wbat he de<* 
precaites, and substitute one set of diseased peroep» 
tUons fyjf another. 



n K OTES ON THE 

Ddiglit <»' utility IS the aim of the poet. Mh 
Wanlswo a rth» like one ^ffao has a true smae of the 
dignitj of his firoieamoa, would unite both ; and in<* 
deedj for their perfect ends^ they cannot be sepa« 
tated. He finds then oiir taste for the one vitiated^ 
and our profit of the other destroyed^ and he says to 
ItB '^ Your complmokt is diseaaed ^^-your blood fe^ 
vered; you endeavour to keep up your pleasurabli 
sensations by stimulants too violent to last, and whidh 

must be succeeded by others of still greater vio* 

• 

lence:— this will not do: your mind wants air and 
exercise,— fresh thoughts and natural excitements :^ 
op, my friend; come out with me among the beau^ 
ties of nature and the simplicities of fife, and feel 
the breath of heaven about youi*' — No advice can 
. be better: we feel the call instinctively} we get up> 
accompany the poet into his walks, a(nd acknowledge 
them to be the best and most beJEmtifiil; but what 
do we meet there ? Idkyt Boys, Mad Mothers, Wan* 
dering Jews, Visitations of Ague, and Frenzied Ma-* 
Hners^ who are feted to aceoat us with tales that 
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dmoM make one's feailtiefl topple over.*-— Tliese are 
his refreshing thoughts, his natural exdtements) and 
when you have finished with these^ you shall have 
the smallest of your fugitive reflectioxvs arrested and 
embodied in a long lecture upon a thorn, or a story 
of a duffel-doak^ till thorns and du£fel-cIoaks abso* 
lutely confound you vnth their importance in life ;-« 
and these are his elementary feelings^ his calm and 
eounteracting simplicities. 

Let the reader observe that I am hot objecting tb 
these subjects in behalf of that cowardly self-love 
&]sely called sensibility^ or merely because they artf 
of what is termed a distressing description^ but be^ 
cause they are carried to an excess that defeats th0 
poet's intention, and distresses to no purpose. Nor 
should I select them as exhibiting a part of the cha^ 
racter of Mr. Wordsworth's writings, rather than paw 
them over as what they really are, the defects of m 
great poet,*-tf the author himself had not especially 
invited our attention towards them as part of hissysw 

* The lafltt of these << idle and extravagant stori^" wm 
written, it seems, hy Mr. Coleridge. 
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tern of couiitenctkm> and if these aad his oca^knaat 
ImeriHtieB of style, in their disadvantageoos effect up«- 
pn his readers, did not invi^Te the whole character 
IumI influence of his poetry. 

But how is our passicHL for stimulants to be allayed 
by the substitution of stories like Mr. Wordsworth's? 
He wishes to turn aside our thirst for extraordinary 
intelligence to more genial sources of interest, and 
he gives us accounts of mothers who have gone mad 
^t the loss of their children, of others who have kill- 
ed tiieir*s in the most horrible manner, and of hard-* 
l^earted masters whose imaginations have revenged 
upon them the curses of the poor. In like manner,* 
be would dear up and simplidze our thoughts ; and 
he tells us tales of children that have no notion of 
deaith, of boys who would halloo to a landscape no^ 
body knew why, and of an hundred inexpressible sen* 
nations, intemted by nature no doubt to afiect us, 
and even pkasurably so in the general feeiing, but 
only calculated to perplex or skdden us in our 
attempts at analysis. Now it appears to me, that 
aU the craving after intelligence^ which Mr. TTords* 
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tvofth unagiiieB to be the bane of the pnaent «tate 
.of flociety> is a healthy appetite ia oompariaQa td 
theae laorbid labstractioiis : the fonner tends, at any 
rate» to fix the eyes of mankind in a lively manner 
upon the pevscms that preside over their interests^ and 
-to keep up a certain demaod foft knowledge and pub- 
lic la^mremtet ; — the lattery under the guiie of in- 
:teresting ns in the individuals of our species, turns 
.our thoughts away ftom society and men altogether, 
aiid nourishes that eremitical vagueness of sensa- 
tion, — ^Chat making a business of reverie, — that de- 
spair of getting to any oonekision to any purpose, 
which is the next stop to mdanchaly or indifference. 
It is with this persuasion,—^ persuasion, which 
has not come to me through the want of acquaint- 
.anoe either with solitude or society, or with the cares 
4d dther> — that I have ventured upon the piece of 
.ridicule in the text Mr. Wordsworth has beautifully 
told us, that to him * ' / 

■ t he meanest flow'r that blows can give 



Thougbts that do often lie too deep for tears. 

Jhuve no doubt of it J and &r be i^ from me to ca«b 

H 
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dF \ftunii iidiitSft>*-^h6i»e thMjgfcltoi wlildi If (^ tt« 
%do d^p ifor t«u«> ltf« alMy In tfwir Ibat rih«>d» %dd 

Mi6^et die commiliiiXttUMft 0f «udi tltmjfj^ toiBa» 
Ubdj i9vlieki nicy li^ iUt Viiidc IwyGlid Hftftr y >fl |i€fc 
Vkij^^ so ^ to D^^ uMiie JKwjr in taUag ddim«b 
IMm. tbfe WiOk «f SUftkilMMt iBMaafttMii in* 
%e l&s mtdttig^ to 'kpitf lMm to Aieir f r^pw 

J^^. 9Mi 1;9t fei^ <M stteidiaaB ^Ueh 
(ilib ind^effdhcAjr (pfttffctMd]^ Mt )«lnMi dbdOier 
"kittft '4Jlf phfioi^lfer, ^^liom lie liH^ te llft1ft»iM» 
^<«(^ ttifeuk ^ jedt of ^v^iy ife^ tiefcv'te 

tSbiti t6b W, ^i»d 6f <ftiat 4a«ig«M«fa %Bit ^UdiaOr. 
Wordsworth has dauned for hk sbfi|ifer ))iiMd»»«^ 
the giviiii^ «npoMncte to ^slions iMd sitiiatioDfl bf 
our feelings; insf^ad bt ibdd](Stll^ OUt feefings to the 



« 
«Med m 1^9M^ in^pAdfies told us $-^ fiUmr m^i 

tsmbm'kxms^ wssnf tvpfiMm<L but oeitauily not 

fi^lBlHQr'io Hie vidian AOd >goNrMi»mi$nt ^f 'life^ ^nr 
might turn from elevatiiig^ dflpmcittthig^-^firam 
4iiiitking ttfiflk^'.tMi^.iix|pmiMiit^ tto ftiunkiiig im< 
qpoiteiit jkfalI|^tttifliag^and c9B£iiidei0iir'taferdP(es&- 



imen'of tairiivorid.rp-iI^TOouU auatunttiiigfy didttiBbtiie 
j^rity'ja iKiiidbi these /mwaRks ans iiwriilem> ^yji»> 
jldbasiail: .oiuflioDs -. bnt amptig itbe nataasixnis ao- 
,0]awt»e0S ai Mr. W^ndstH^Qft^ who ha^e sUOmi -in 
r^i^ j^ ^e«»ri^> peiib99s.he >m9U|r >be TeauBded of 
4tfiQie>sniboihai?e i&^^B^fUQsA mk9l ihmma. file l»m- 
4rtV» 'ftfiM^ «>a*0d 09 |pp»eKHn€aat g^K^«?tf> «» 
•JifNdfc ^iihwit ^Wa ifisldB MQU^ed^ from IAhb uauid wod- 

ifAci^'Of ;bU.4JSe <9»d ftwx TCQ^ ig»affme ^pf ^tet 
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he has undeTgonei bat those v/ho netet poaessed 
the real wiBdom of his simplicily^ vffH hardij refftiil 
the virtue ', and as in less healthy inen> a torn for 
tkt worst taste of his reverie would infiilMbly be 
symptomatic of a weak state of Btomach rather than 
ctf afine strength of &ncy^ so iii men of less intelleet^ 
the imitation of his smaller simplicities is little eke 
but «n announcement of that vanky and weakness of 
mlnd^ which is open to the first skilfiil cxirrupter 
that wishes to make use of it. 

With regard to the language in whfch Mr. Words* 
worth says that poetry should be written> his mistake 
seems to be this> — that instead of allowing d^rees 
and differences in what is poetical^ he would have aE 
poetry to be one and the same in point of style^ and 
no distinction allowed between natural and artificial 
associations. Nobody will contend with him that the 
language of nature is the best of all languages^ and 
that the poet is at his height when he can be most fan- 
dfidl and most feeling in expressions the most neigh- 
; bouiiy and intelligible ; — but the poet may scmietimes 
dmise to shew his art in a mann^ more artfiiL and 
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appealing to .more particular aasodlrfiicNas than what 
are shared by the world at large^ as those of classical 
readers for instance. It is trae> by so doings he 
narrows his dominion, and gives up the glory of a 
greater and more difficult sway -, but he stiU rules us 
by a legitimate title, and is still a poet. In the one 
instance, he must have all the properties of the great- 
est of his prQfessicMi,-*-fiaLncy, feeling, knowledge 3-— 
\n the other, he requires less feeling, and for knowledge 
may ' substitute learning ; — a great inferiority no 
doubt, but still only differing in degree, for learning 
IS but the knowledge of books, as knowledge is the 
learning of things. Mr. Wordsworth, to illustrate 
what he means, quotes the following sonnet of Gray, 
and says that " the only part of it, which is of any 
^ralUe, is the lines printed in Italics."* 

In Tain to me the smiling^ mornings shine. 
And reddening Phcebus lilts his golden fire; 

The birds in vain their amorous descant join. 
Or cheerful fields resume their green attire. 

* We repeat this sonnet with the less hesitation, because it 
does not appear in the usual editions of Gray, though one of 
the best and most original of his compositions. It was writ- 
ten on the death of bis friend Richard West 
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ThcK em dial Ibr dditriiiflMicpitfBy 
A d^eraU •bject do-these- ejfe$ req^e^ 
My Umely anguish fineUt no heart hut mihe. 

Yet monung smiles the busy race- to oheer,. 

And new-born pleasure brin^ to happier men; 
The fields to tAl their w&nted tribu«»beai*; 

To warm their little loves the birds oomplain. 
J/ruitles8 mourn to Mm that cannot h^ar. 

Aha tD^cp the ilMrt hisctuttc ittfcp tn vain* 

For the lines not marked in Italics much certainlj 
cannot be said > but their chief faulty in point oi as- 
soeiation^ and as specimens of the secondary species 
of poetry, is that they are misplaced; otherwise^ 
in a piece professedly dealing in metaphorical aail 
c lassical allusions^ th^ woaI4still be poetiesdi be* 
cause still £«Qciful and because stills mfening to ii»* 
tural emotionsi But the jGairest mode o£ settMng the 
question is to instance distinct pieces of the respec- 
tive* kinds, not those in^ whieh nattivall and Artificial 
language inter^re \dth e^h other and only serve to 
shew the great superiority of the former over the lat- 
ter, ri Shakspeare, fbr exaiflplb, had written only 



Ifcoffe pffo Vm^3 cw ill the JMw<5^wt pf Veiwoft, lytifv^ 

lie SP«rife* 9^ PWpligW, 

Hqv^ sweet the m^o^Uyl)^ pl«^p4 upon this btok^ 

^od the other in I^su*> where the poor old hearts 
burstio; hkiie> fiadiog his trembling 4p$er9 too we^ 

&r hiw, 9^4 y^t »ot fiH-gettipg tb« habitual pcjlite^ 

pesfii of hu r»)d(j t^nl)3 tp spmebofiy a^d s^Sj^ 

Pra^ you undo this button j— >thank you^ Sir<r- 
|ie would haye left tp ^U posterity two exquisite prQoff 
pf his uatural gfe^iness in poetry> t^e one for fancy; 
the other ior feelii^g. !^i^t Qn the other h$ind^ Co^* 
lin^ has left vs little or nothing written) in a natur^ 
language j^almost the whole of his thougphts are turn- 
ed upon personifications and learned f^b^tra^^tion^^ and 
expressed in what may be called the learned language 
9f fi9«8tiys yet t^ sfty j^thi»g pf hi^ Qdps qb th# 
Passions and Manners^ there would be sufficient |^ 
that on the Poetical Character to st^mp him a 
true poet; and Mr. Word0woFth> by the way^ with 
an evident feeling to this effect^ has written an ode 
to his memory. It is the s^ime with what Dryden 
calls the '^admirable Grecisms" of Milton^. MUton 

• EtBay on 8atife> prefixed to &e Juvenal. 
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e&M, write with a natoral greatness^ fhmigii not so 
well as Shakspeare; but he chose also at times to be 
more artificial^ and if be has been so too oftraij it 
only shews that his genius had less natural greatness 
about it and a smaller consciousness of resources* 
not that he had then put off his poetry altogether. 
Had he heard* in his time* of the project for exclude 
ing all language and all associations from' poetry, 
but those of natural passion and humanity* he would 
have spoken with new feelings of the cessation of 
those ancient orades^ that have breathed out upon 
us a second inspiration 3 he would have lamented that 

Apollo from his shrine 
Should no more divine* 
With hollow shriek the steep pf Dejphos leavin|^; 

tod have told us^ with a share in the general sorrow, 
how 

« 

The lonely mountains o'er* 
And the Ksounding shore* 

A voice of weepings heard* and loud lament: 
From haunted spring and dale* 
Edg'd with poplar pale* 

The parting^ Genius is with sighing sent; 
With'flow'r-inwoven tresses torn 
The Nymphs in twilight shade of tangled thicket moom. 
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If it Were merely to keep sack verms as these fttak 
toot posterity, it womld l>e vrorth ivld^e to protest 
against the exdusion of one species of poietry> merely 
liecaiise it has an elder and nobler brother. But thb 
truth is, the exclusion would do harm to the cause 
of poetry in general } it would cut off> as we have 
8een> a direct portion of the skilful and deligfatfol 
from poetry^-*-it would hinder a number of subjects 
£rom being treated poeticallyi that are now recom* 
mendable to the world by the process of versifica* 
iiouj — ^it would rid us of one set of pretenders only 
to intmdate us with another much more insufferabki ^ 
Ae pretenders to simplicity; and finally, it would [ 
take away from the poetical profession something that 
answers to good breeding in manners, and that keeps 
it dear from rusticity and the want of an universal 
^reception J fbr Shakspeare, who might be thought a 
counter-example from his want of scholastic learning , 
•is in £Bct a singular eaounple the other way, enrich- 
ing the ground-work of his writings with figures 
and metaphors even to crowding, and evidently aUve 
to all the use and dignity of classical aUusioa:; 
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Ihat apoet is >hwyi t» be liewing^ lik nading er 
luining, or letting tii0 secret of hbtnt^cfcipebiBi I 
boi ibat his tMte in one respect, if namged lil(o 
8lBkspeare's> will teack him to feel what is bestand 
flsosttasteialinotheisy andenaUehimtogiveasim* 
pk or peasioiiate oqpressioii as much pc^feetiQiioiiths 
aoore of nature^ as a campounded and daborata one 
upon that of art. Mr. Wordsworth^ Mrtthflom^tfaing 
Hi a eonsciousnesspn this headj talks of fdection ia 
the very midst of what appears to otiiers an ahsdhiits 
contemptofk. Now seketionhas an eye to efleci;, and 
is an acknowledgment that what is always at hand, 
though it may be eqiiaUy natq^al, is not equally pleaS" 
Ing. Who are to be tile judges then bet^psen him 
and his faults? Those, I tJOnk, who delighted with 
lus nature, and happy to see afid to aUow that he 
has ttkerits of his own superior to his ieUqitous imir 
tations of Milton, (lor the latter, after aH, though 
admired by some as his real exedlenoe, are aniy the 
occasional and perhaps unconscious tributes of his jd- 
ttiration) are yet dissatifified and mortified with sueh 
«nooi8it<Mrkig8 of tiie beOnan, as Barry Gill and We 
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«K Sevtn >-'^^'Vito titiak tiat in ioane of the 
called Moods of My Ow& Mmd, be miitakeft tkt 
coBnuoiMitprMeBftof feflnrtioiite]^^^ uidtki 

ovdlxfti^^ efcty-di^'iKittfiiigsof anyloverof tlttfiteUt 
fiitf oi^Jnal tinttlrhiy j^'^wka age oi opiftioD,. in aind^ 
tint tkere is mat cxtcemc lA urtiare as wdl m in art^ 
and llnl thfe eattreme^ tlKKi^ not equally nmomwi 
ftoai tke poiiit of pe9rleotilMi> is a^ difivteDt J^^ 
itou^ to be said what nature fametf iniended it to 
be, as tine lag^ liorse m &e deitet is to tke beaii-^ 
tifiil ci^attite under ihe Arab, or tibe dretmer in a 
hermikaffe to the y/rikhig pt^Ukmipbit in sodety', 

ToTondade tlds inordingte note : Mr.Ward Bwaf t hj 
in ol]jec(ia;§p tty one extneme^ has gone to aiiothery-«) 
tbe nabifad eammcneenient perfasqps of aB refoltkCiv 
ons. He tlmals ns dver-adive, and wwdd make oa 
o^r«coiitetnidadiTe/-^-af aidt not libdy to extoad rety 
W]del)r> Init whidi obgitt ^111 lobe deprecated ibr tbd 
soke of those to wbom it tuawdd. We ltre> be €&iiik9> 
toonMiebax>wdedt0ge^ber> afid toesub}ect> in eonde*' 
quence, to high-fevered taste» and troiicfiy infections; 
Qraoled -r--4K7 Oft the ^y^^ httiid> lives t!oa mucb 
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a|»rt> tad is subject, we think/to low-ferered tastes 
•adsoUtoyiiiatbidititSj-^^^Nitas t]iere is health m 
both of us, sappose both parties strike a bai^ain^— 
he to oame among us a little more aiul get a true 
sense of our action,— we to go oat «rf ourselyes a Ht- 
ik oftener aod acquire a taste for Us eoatemplatSon. 
We will make more hofidays into natute with him; 
hut he, in iGumess, must earn them, as well as 
ouxsehres, by sharing our working-days :— we wffl 
emerge oftener into his fields, sit dangling our legs 

over his styles, and cultivate a due respect for his daf. 
fodilsj but he, <m the other hand, must grow a little 
better acfuamted with our streets, must put up with 
our lawyers, and even find out a heart or so among 
our polilicians :— in short, we will recollect that we 
have hearts and brains, and will feel and ponder a 
little more to purify us as spirits; but he wOl be 
good enough, in return, to cast an eye on his hands 
^ muscles, and consider that the putting these to 
their purposes is ijecessary to comptete our part in 
this world as organized bodies. 

Here is the good to be done on both sides; and as 
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90cUtf, I believe^ yfoM be much bettered in cooie- 
€faiefDce, eo there is no mati, I am penuadedj more 
capaide than Ito.Wqi dswwtJ i^qpon a better acqiato* 
tancewithflpciety, todoitthesenrice.. Withoatthat 
acquaintaaoe^ Iub repfotation in poetry may be Mttk 
mate sahitary than that of an Empcdodes in philo0»> 
pfay or a Saint FraneiB in rdigion :-^th it, he miglit 
renre the 8)mit> the ghnry, and the utility of a 
Shakspeare. 

* ' But wr^tih BeWd AptMo, and iummg dgiAn, 

* fFhatever*, he cried, * Here thefaulU of such men, 
Ye Bhall try, wrett^ed morUde, ham weU ye can bear 
What Dryden hai vn§neu*d, unsmote ^th despair.* 

TUa alludes to the insight which Diyden had into 
the higher i^>ecie8 of poetry, withoat it's makitig him 
lose sight of the powers he really possessed. If he 
did not reach to the dinner, he saw what it was,im« 
dazzledj and did not become a neglecter of his own 
substance to indulge an idle hankering alter that of 
wealthier minds. Yet the feebler and idler part of 
the poets here mentioned aiect to speak of such man 
aa Johnson and Dryden with oonteniptj-i^ofJohni^ 



Ui moriiUijtki to mwe pnvpMejr-^ttd of DryiiBu 
wh» ikw^i ihfciiai'ia iiirtiiiMii. fllndBcd idb 
M tlicf iwrer didLy flod kM wnlitM at tiwf aei^ 
iliMreheanl> Ott gosd withoritf , HmtmtRoi 
<aAi AleoBBader's Vewit "^ a 4nuJcea song*** il 
iHQiseii to be wished lii0t die cdwMiai i«ri3ie 
IjisireBil opDld prodnce f«Bh aaotiiior, Theioopnu^ 
be dnmk« but it is with nectar. 

Btt^ iiy tAote mho a ^Im^ Uke Jhfdai** hoi ftm*4. 
It ia «ot iiit<indftd 1» «i^jhM»^ ^tmtmmPOe^Oft 

|)oet8 ia 4be tc^ot we ja<AiwiN|r4f SiMOPeiMietfQil 
tcmnfikitmsLikm iitfifm» iK but 

iMdy 4ei Akejr ha^e «Qt 3Feitgiirpihiaiid>iitoititi<fae 
iteqg nm wMt iMtfioiity -shitt «dva(»ee lihfiiti Mone 
4iiia. Wt sot iibt^iiitf matBnmi.iaivtk^T^^ 
ifcouepi ■•t ailtef at.' 

** > iAid «ld jMbt J!i»ibntonk*j3 paJe^ .ami.npjprmi^d, 

. tt« a fii^ i^wt 4hui ftaMMEit ^qmboleluUltttl 
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« ttEbt W>re pdnaffle in his i vi i tkg^ » fcr lie Ium 

l»illi im iii uf Tii* hi yhH'MwiiniiHuiiiRlimiug^lMilj 
lilr 4* fiyttMObfy «MNdhi$, and 'CittB^^ 
^ Ited^. He i» the JbntaJMB of lunfr m mMB .^-*^ 
laio# i»c "v^belfliar may body ever tfaosglit of tmniii^ 
«> 4toi 4br Itti Tenifiaatknij b«t ithe lovers ^ tkv 

tto:fiiid in Ui toamgenent of k a moiie eisy and ta« 
rious music >floai ia anidi'liigiwr poets* 

^^1ifi(mCamphBlt9wiAnmU4m aadftcphBtwai hBm% 

JkA SottVM^Uk a QmuAfram hi$ M goftdm Jtordu 
<Mmd mih tcne** tovw and Jllll^-4(}^1flm^l^tf^m^ ST^rn 
Mowe*J8, 
Ilie ^meaak^ of aU IteseifllsnsefiK^ 
obvious^ I am afraid^ as it might be. The poplar is 
Intended to imply -aldnd df artificial appearance in 
the midst of .nature^ — and may stand for a set ele- 
gance as well as ton-enMemof i^trei^h :«-«4he '^"Hiomi- 
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taiii«ash pludc'd in tlie wind*' has an air of nlig|lti« 
neeiii with it^ that vanishes when yon oome to look 
at it's elegant ffinisina»; and the heath fiom the oU 
garden stores would suggest a iort of nurs^ lor 
mbaA, ouglit to grow wild» andmofielhiiig'tooinujdi 
of the gaidetter*s trade. The wilkiw, the vine-leaves, 
and the Jnmp-np-and-kiss-me, want no eiqplanalkm, 
exeejpt that the last is one of the variety of iiames> 
which the fondness of popukur adiniraftion> inaUcounr 
tiles> has lavished upon thebeaiotifiillittletri-coSouTed 
violet^ commonlj caEed the HeartVeaae*^. 

It is pleasant to light upon an universal fiavouritej 
whose merits answer one's expectation. We know 
little or nothing of the common flowers among th^ 
ancients; but as violets in geniaalhave their due auc- 
tion among thepoets that have comedown toiis> itis 
to be concluded that the heart's-ease £ould not miss 
it's particular admiratioh^-if indeed it exisied among 



t Tbe ctovms, yrhh these expbmations, are »tiU not com* 
plete. Mr. Campbell, for his naval odes, should have had 
some oak in his wreath ; and it is a great piece of iojustice t» 
Hb, MpoK*! to have leffc out tbe ihamrock. 
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them in it's perfection. The modem Latin name 
Unr it is Flos Jmm oc Jove's F]ower> — an appellation 
rather too worshipful for it's little sparkling delicacy^ 
and mo£e . suitable to the greatness of an bydrangia 
or to the diadems of a rhododendron. 

Quieque per irrig^ia^ quaerenda Si^ymbri;! yalles 
Crescunty nectendis cum myrto nata coroais ; 
Flosque Jovis varius, folii tricoioris, et ipsi 
Par Yiolae^ auUoque tamen spectatus odore. 

Rapini Hortorum^ lib. 1. 

With all the beauties in tbe vallies bred. 
Wild Mint, tliat's bom Tvitb myrtle crowns to wed. 
And Jove's own Fiow'r, tbat sbares the violet's pride. 
It's want of scent with triple charm supplied. 

The name given it by the Italians is Flammola, the 
Xittle Flame 3 — at least, this is an appellation with 
which I have met, and it is quite in the taste of that 
ardent people. The French are perfectly aimabk 
with theirs : — ^they call it Pensee, a Thoughts from 
which comes pur word Pansy ; — 

'^ There's rosemary," says poor Ophelia j '^ that's 
for remembrance 3 — ^pray you, love, remember 5 — 
and ther«r is pansies^ — ^that's for thoughts." Drayj 

I 
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feDj in luft Wofli of Inriirief^ the Mxiat's Vfyi&am, 
iHhert be hsAy $Mm you wkh sweets, bB» given, 
under tliis name of it> a verf bii&iaBt taage of k's 
dbct in a wfeath of Semen :-*4]ie nyiBiA aayt 

Here dainagk- roses, white adid red« 

Out of my lap first take I, 
Which still shall run aloa^ the thread; 

My chiefest flow'r this make I. 
AmoDpt these roses in a row. 

Next place I pinks in plefity. 
These douhle-daisies then for show; 

And will not this he dainty? 
The pretty Pansy then I'll tye, 

JUke stones some eham enchasing; 
The next to them, their near ally» 

The purple violet placing^. 

Nymphal 5th. 

Hilton^ in his fine way> gives us a picture in a word* 

■ the V$aayfiredVd with jet. 

Another of it*s naniDs is Love-in-idleneii, under whkh 
Ithas been again cdebrated by Shakqpeare, to wham 
we must always return^ for any thing and lor every 
thing; — his fiuries make potent use of it in the Mid<r 
summer-Nights' Dream. The whole passage is ful 
of such exquisite fancies^ mixed with soch npbk 
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cxpreesions »ad fine suggertionft cef aenthasoi^ tbnk I 
will indulge 'myself and lay it before tbe reader at 
once, that he may not interrupt himself in his chair :-— 

Oberon. My gentle Puck, come hither !r-thou remembereA, 
Since once I sat upon a promontory, 
fkjod heard A mermaid, oo a dQlphin'9 h^\,t - 
Utterini^ such dulcet and harmonious breath, 
That the rude sea g^rew civtl at her song^, 
Aatd Mftata stars shot madly from tbeir aphores 
To hear the sea-maids music? 

, TvcK. I remember* 

^ OraBon. Thtt veiy time I saw (but thou caold'ftt oot^} 

Flying betwixt the cold earth and the moon, 

Cupid all arm'd: — a certain aim he took 

'At a lair vestel* throned by 4^ weet. 

And loos'd his love-shaft smartly from his bow. 

As it should pierce a hundred thousand hearts: 

3at I might see young Cvpadls fieiy 8h«f t 

Quenched in the chaste beams of the watery moon ; 

And the imperial votaress pass'd on. 

In maiden meditation, fancy fresb 

Yet mark'd I where the bolt of Cupid fell:— 

It fell upon a little western flower,*^ 

fiefofo, milk-white,«*iiow purple with love'a wound,^^ 

And maidens call it l/ove-iftr^uUenev, 

Fetch me that flow'r, — ^the herb I shew'd thee once: 

The juice of it, on sleeping eyelids laid, 

Will make or man or woman madly dote 
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Upon Uie next lire craatiire that it sees. 
Fetch me that herb; and be thou here a£;ain^ 
Ere the leviathan can swim a lea^e. 

Puck. I'll put a girdle round about the earth 

In for^ minutes. 

Act 2. Sc.2. 

Besides these names of Love-m-idleneu, Fantf^ 
Hearfs-ease, and Juntp-ifp-oiuf-^itf-me^ thetri-colour- 
ed Tidlet is called also> in varioos country places, the 
herb Trinity, Three''faceS''Under'a'hood, Kiss-me^be^ 
hvnd'the-garden-g(de, and Cuddle-^me'ta-ymi, which 
seems to have been altered by some nice apprehensfea 
into the less vivacious request of CuH-me-to-you. 

In short, the Persians themselves have not a greater 
number of fond appellations for the rose, than the 
people of Europe for the Heart's-ease. For my part^ 
to whom gaiety and companionship are more than 
ordinarily welcome on many accounts, I cannot but 
speak with gratitude of this little flower,— one of 
many with which foir and dear friends have adomecl 
my prison-house, and the one which outlasted aU 
the rest 
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"^ ^ The totnes were aU neciar of diffeireni smacks 
To which MuskcU was nothing, nor Plrginis Lac, 
No, nor Lackryma ChrUti, though clearUf dvotne. 
Nor Montepulciano, though King of aU Wine. 

I do not profess to have tasted these foreign luxu- 
riesj except in the jioetry of their admirers. Virginis 
lidc and Laduyma Christie — tlrgin^s Milk and Chtvit*$ 
Team, — are names given to two finroorite wines by 
the pious Italians^ whose ^auniliarity with the objects 
of their devotion is as well known as it is natural. 
The farmer beems to be a white wine^ — ^the latter is 
of a deep red. Muskat^ or Moscadell, is so called 
firom the odour of it*s grape. The two latter are 
mentioned among other Tuscan and Neapolitan wines 
\tf Red] in his Baoco in Toscana 5 but his fieivourite 
is Montepukianoj which at the conclusion and climax 
of .the poiem> is pronounced by Bacchus himself> in 
his hour of tranqport^ to be the sovereign liquor :— 

Oftde ogniuOy che di Lieo 
Riverente il nome adora, 
Ascolti questo altissimo decretoy 
Che Bassarco pronunzia, e ^li dla ^, 
Mmtepuleiano d' ogni Fino i U Btm 
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T^enatt th»lt tow ddwn.to Ibe twd^ 
Of the care-killing^, vintager Go^, 
G!vie ear and give fiiith to "his edict diviiie, 
Tbfil Mmtegmlciam't lAi iS^rVoM ^< 



*^l muthCiJorget ilwuglh ^M A>^ ^*^ i^ gander. 
Would give a '* greai gmm,"' ■ o w e iir. Lmdor , — 

ACr. Walter Savage Laadwrj « vei|r wortb|r pes'aoow 
I believ«> sad wothor o€ an €^c pleoe of.fOisipiBg 
called Gcbir^ upon tbe st3«Bgtli <4^ wy^ Mr . Sau^^ 
dedicated to bim hifl Ci»im of S^iana. Thcoe ia 
really one good pi^ssqge ia G«Wr abovi a aea-slni^t 
aad the author is oiie «C thole dealers ia «ooeotria 
obscwityf who inight pronuse to Ikeonofe somethiog^ 
^ th^ were hof a^ bat thisse ^entkoMA lave nov 
beea ^ giowtt£pr«oinetitf^« sndaife^efiuaii^ too 
^d aad too stubborn to adier« I forbear to nd» i:^ 
tiie politicaL aUtisioni ia:a poem whidiiiolio^ kai^ 
aad «haU s^jt a^ little abeuttlu»e mlfr. Sca^tiefi 
Joanof Arc^ &c. but^<^are^uchaa should make 
the Laureat and his Mends canttouB how thej re* 
seated other peopte^s qpiaioas aad deaULiabout epi- 
thets of iadignity; 
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^^And WitUftr hok'd up i^Qj dutd begg*d to profme 

Itfr. WilMsm Stsvnut Soie» a sen of the Bjgkt 
HoomuUe Geaqg^ Bmef and an kiteUtgeiit maa> 
kad a^.poot. He it aulfaor of flame geDdeiiiaQlj^ 
oammon-plaee vecaionfl of old ^miBaiioeB^ nidch Mr; 
W«ltor ficaatt4eieriheft m stories '^ usefl tdd'* in no- 
dem vene. 

^^* BorfoHB^' hetaid, *Mthou)ouU4:herkhtkmrjpowen^ 
Jujp'd ito Ae deathUm, numi keep €o good hours;' 
118 k ««rukm^ wldch in a ImxuriouB istate of «o«^ 
dety^ it siafr not tieuatteoeflfluy to repeat. Atsiidi 
tiiBes> poets are Bione in veqiieflt than ever^ andbein|^ 
parsonages wh/o oan onjoj as w^ as contrifotite to 
eajofment^ are more tkan «ver fiable to%e spcnH. 
Mover* ^vas a jnore vulgar mistake tiian tibat a true 
genius for poertry can do wiHiout 9tudy>— meming by 
ftmiy, a <MUPefiia researdi kito every tiikig> books as 
ivoll as men. A ^oAus Ibr poetFf Is neflnng but a 
finer Jial^iUty to iinpresaionsi but wbat matters the 
KoMity^ If jve do not put otufsdves in I9ie way 4e^f the 
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thoughts and feelings that are to impress va ? We 
must look about for things^ if we wduld acquire their 
images ; we must amass a knowledge of n^ocds^ if 
we would exjikin the images to others. Study^ of 
coiynse^ without genius will nbt make a poet> any 
more than eyes without sight will get any things 
by poiing over a microsot^ i but on the other hand, 
a poet without study shall be in the situation of 
Fizarro at the Peruvian Court -, — ^with all his powers 
he shall not be able to write, and his common sol- 
diers shall get the better of him in oonsequence. 
From Dryden downwards, our poets do not appear 
to have been very studious men> with the excepticm 
of Collins and Gray ', and the reading of Dryden him- 
self perhaps was rather critical and particular, than 
generalsmd greedy of knowledge. Of the two others, 
Collins unluckily had a fortune left him, which threw 
him back into idleness j and Gray (with all due re- 
spect to his Elegy) was rather a man of great taste 
and readin^i than an original genius.* Of tin 

* It would be curious to ascertain, how much would be due 
to Gray, a&r allttigeut inspection of hisoUigatioiitf to tha 
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irtlidioiu dispoBkioii of all oar greatest poetB we have 
complete evidence. Cbauoer's eagie in the House 
of IVune accuses him of bemg so desperate a student, 
that he takes no heed of any hody, and nads till he 
looks stupid;— 



No tidinges comin to tbe. 



Not of thy very neighbooris 
That dwellen almost at thy dons; 
Thou herist neither that ne this. 
For whan thy labour ai done is. 
And hast made al thy reckiningeSy 
In sfedt of re8te*and of newe thinges 
Thott ^oest home to thine house anone. 
And al so dombe as any stone 
Thou sittest at anothir boke^ 
lyi folly dMid is thy loke. 

T. 140. 

Chaucer however was too true a poet not to read na« 
ture as well as books, as his writings abundantly 
testify, both in character and description. Milton 
and Spenser were both men of learning, and what is 

Greek and Italian poets. I doubt whether fifty lines, if so 
nnch,— setting aude his Long Story and one or two little hu- 
mourous pieces. He seems to have had a talent for ridicule; 
and must be allowed, on all hands, to have been a splendid 
imitator of the sublime. * 



oir bvaioeis; tmt mt to mentioB^ ^Uw^ Nalwe {» 
lite floeiai 4o Imt e ibeeti 4H»cidar, jnd n^^ 
spoken by him than from hun> it is dsw tibet faei?eadL 
every thing that h^e x^ine ]»ear# And perhaps the 
more because he had no leagming ; far karmng is 
apt to make a man doat upon old books 5 suui the 
most accomplished veaiere^ iMft being so apt at a 
dead language a» at their owix» linger and brood 
over their favoarke dassie^ aft ^e eiqpeiiseof many a 
work of information. 

But these names are leading me fren ^y pm*pose> 
Which was rather to remind the poet of the general 
than i^ particular use of Ins tmxrs \ ^md here f 
ought %e seduced to return to ^^m, for Chaucer 
vevds in mornii^ scenery/ and Mi>ton^ in one tft 
Hiose prose passages of Ms «o impregnated widi %is 
poaf^cal i|p»i4> has •expressly told listhat he was an 
^arly ilser.'^ But I must fsoAy put my books dtf 

"* Apology for ISmectymauus. 
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tketaU^ kit iafadii^ tempted to sMfeabni^aBkBi 
of tiiejcMder maUiay forovnte punges, I should 
coxxtert ftfaeie notes into wfast thi^ reall j were not 
JMtendfldl tolie^ — H^sumamry of advice to be giv«iit 
to a yomg fpet on the preocMt^oaskM, 6itto>-— 
that atthoagfa It is a maia part cf his biisuaeai to 
mingle with soekity, Ur the Tight apprebemioft 
of their ammnas and pasfaooB^ and indeed for hit 
own lefreafamaBt and eDJoyment^ yet be riiould not 
so nungfe with it as to gel Imrt by it*s pressure^ or 
so as to have bds attention dirtraoted by iVs neise or 
diseited by it's se doctionfl. Stn^ 4Bhoukl be his ba^ 
ftaues8> and sodety ins relaxation^ not vice iv«mf 
he should divide the one betiveen the fiehla and hif 
hoolDi* and the oHier between society in gen««b 
a«dthat«ortof^kimM%'Ordome0tk€OBqpany> mkkkt 
^herisheB Ids kkidfy aieetiMis> and 'onaMes 'htei to 
keep in hannony with the felow^ci^tttnivs whom he 
is to please and to instruct 5 foramen 
idnft is<»Sed tibe worlds not ovlj serves to 
the &iar aimpficity of yoa13i^ wUch properly 4m« 
prbred^ becomes iihe noUest wisdom of age> but by 
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leading bim into not the best company and gnl<^ 
dually fati guing him with mankind, inclines him to 
care little for pleasing and absolutdy to despair of 
instructing) tiU at last he either looks upon all 
things around him with a resentful melandioly^ or 
settles into that contenqituous. indifference which is 
still more fiital to poetry. Br. Young, we see, after 
a life of courtliness and flattery, revenged himself 
on his expectations by the hypochondriac poem of 
Night Thoughts: — ^Rodiester, amidst a round of 
idleness and debauchery. Tented his disdain of hu* 
man nature in sallies of ribaldry and starts of the 
very bitterest satire. There is undoubtedly a me« 
dium with these men of the world, in which yoa 
may find ordinary writers of satire, of comedy, 
and of vers de < ocie^,— -but these are not the persons 
in question^ — they are not the spoilable men; — ^in 
£eu^> they are not poets. 

The application of these remarks is intended to 
be as g^eral as it jappears. If Mr. Moore were 
Jiving as he ^sed to do, in the thick of the gay worldj 
I might avail ^mysdf perhaps of the social and gene- 
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fous cteracter of his writings to recommend them 
to him 3 but he has taken mug, it seems^ to a rural 
retirement. Indeed, it should gratify Mr. Words- 
wcnth to see how rery patriarchal most of our poets 
are at present^ in this instance. Mr. Moore dates fh>m 
Ashbourne in Derbyshire } Mr. Campbell firom Syden* 
hami Mr. Scott from Ettrick Forest; Mr. Soiithey 
from Grasmere. Mr. Moore, it U true, is imderstood 
to have been an industrious man, at the time he was 
supposed to be idlest; but the industry of a town 
life, and that of a due intermixture of town and 
country, are very difierent things. The former is 
little better than an escape firom bustle, with the 
hum of it stiU ringing about your head : it is a 
business of snatches and make-times; and the only 
hours that can be barred against interruption, are 
those which are stolen from hesdth. Besides,' one's 
virtue on these occasions is apt to recompense it's 
pains over much, and the abstinence of the night 
to help itself too largely out of the day. I remem- 
ber, when I was a lad, hanging loosely on soci- 
ety, without a prospect and almmt withoEUt 9 bope> 



I 
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flsfiept that of leaving^ bebiBd ne the j/itoaum oi 
MMnethiog poetical« (all that I sbaU aow perhaps be 
laUe to do) I used to think it a fine, studious t|mi|^ 
to sit up aU night reading and writings iv^ a 
thinking silence ahoot me, and a pot of eofiee at th^ 
fire-side> but I found out^ on a sudden^ that I wa? 
in the habit of rewarding my kicutaitiona with t 
pR^rtionate en^jrxnent of rqpose^ and thati sd.* 
dom got out of bed till two or thfee in the ^S^a> 
aoaa. For an admirer of the fields and the sun* 
ahine, this woukl not do; — but I have nerer siaea 
been able to get a proper mastery w^ the innegvdar 
habits which I suffered to dictate to me at that time 
fii Ufe, though by God's blessing I hope to atchiev^ 
it before I hare done. 

If there is any living poet, whom from his situar 
tion in life, from his early genius> and teem the 
ounpleadon of his writings, a cordial observer wi^ 
venture to remind of these mattexa, it ia a young 
isobleman who has been lately rising into celebfi^^ 
IumI who, aa fiu: as the world is ooncemod, is new 
^l^0Pfing in the very thifilLof the lustre, Swrlykift 
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Mfttattstttv and of «k eteratcMl wA, Lord Byvon 
Imb had difodrgittego as wcU aa advnatagvt^ of aa 
ofdinavf d68cri{»ti(»« If, en the ona hand, ha canaa 
eateSkf and ardently hilly tha w&AA, with mm of the 
usiial t^xMictiom of fbrtcme^ and with i^ ttadhww 
on the part df society to admire what he shottld do> 
cm the other^ his entrance might have been too eaif > 
or his expeclatiom. too ardent ^ ei^joyme&ts might 
have pressed around him too qnickly to give Inm 
tinife for choicei and too unreservedly to karefaim i^ 
sense of respect; and at last, with a genius calculatod 
to adorn as wdl as interest the drdea in wfaidL he 
mo¥ed> he might find it difficult to eacape from a 
round of pleasurable business^ in which the self-love 
of others as well as his own habitual acquieaeence 
would help to detain him. Perhaps I am assuming 
too much here> in more senses than one; and I coat 
fbss> that I have beffli <ddefly led into my conduskma. 
respecting him by the general efifed of rank and 
Ibrtune at his time of life, and by the general tune^ 
of nuod evinced in his poetry; but if I am induce^ 
^ say more than I should have done to a writer of 
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less promuej it is for two tena/OiDB, --fint; because 
having to speak of him in tluse notes as a pciot tvho 
bas come bafore the public since the venes were 
first written^ I knew of no belter place in which to 
mention him> — and second^— -if his krdBhip will 
allow me to say so^— because I fed a more than or- 
dinary interest in his feme, and have had some 
chords about me so touched by his poetry^ as to 
speak whether I will or not. 

The advice theuj whidi I would venture to give 
his lordship^— "and.whichj by the way^ as an En- 
glishman and a public writer I have other pretences 
for giving, in one respect^— ris briefly this, — that, in 
the first place, he wbuld habituate his thoughts as 
much as possible to the company of those recorded 
spirits and lofty countcaiances of public virtue, which 
elevate an Englishman's recollections, and are the 
true household deities of his country,— or to descend 
from my epithets, that he would study politics more 
and appear oftener in Fta^liament; — secondly, that he 
would study society, not only in it's existing brillianoe 
or it*« depacted grandeur, but ia those ifuddle walks 
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of Me, where he may find the most cordial sum of 
it*8 happinest^ as well as the soondest concentration 
of it*8 intelligence ; — and thirdly, that though he has 
clone a good deal already, he would consider it as 
little until he could ftOly satisfy himself,--or if this 
be difllcult, perhaps impossible, — ^that he would 
consider what he has done as too full of promise to 
warrant his resorting at any time to a common 
property in style, or his use of such ordinary expe- 
dients in composition, as a diligent student of our 
great poets will be too proud to adopt. — ^By follow- 
ing the first piece of advice, he would not only 
serve his country politically, but to continue speak- 
ing of him as a poet, might materially enlarge his 
stock of ideas, and acquire a stronger ambition to 
serve it poetically; — by following the second, he 
might be induced to look a little more to the useful 
as well as the beautiftil in writing, and be diverted 
from that tendency to view men and things on the 
dairk side, which generally proceeds fVom a want of 
acquaintance with the truly bright one; — lastly, by 
following the third, he would do justice to his f eal 

K 
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turn for arigiiial feeliiig and thinkings and be en*, 
abled worthily to perform what be abundaiitiy pn>- 
mises. 

IxHrd Byrcui will see, that by apeaking tbua of bfa 
IHramise lather than bk performaDice> I ettiniate Uv 
good sense, as well as bis poetry , at no vulgar etan^ 
ard. Had I rated him less* I might hare praised 
him more; at least, Imight have said nothing of 
all this to one whom I should have ccuasidered aa 
arrived at his foil growth. But though his lordr 
ship has done more in his youth than many an ea^ 
tabUshed writer in his fiitt manhood, and has eon* 
aequently taken his place, beyond a doubt, in the 
list of English Poets, yet I would no more rate 
what he could do at five^andHbirty by what be baa 
done at five*and'*twenty« than I wonld consent tpi 
have his opinion of me, as an honest and friendly 
critic, determined, when that period arrives^ by a 
retrospect to unqualified commendation at present. 

The characteristics of Lord Byron's poetry are 
a general vein of melancholy,«---a fondness for pithy^ 
suggesting, and passio n ate modes of speech><-'«id 



.« 
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an intensity of feding, wludi oppaura to ifeek hbv 
fief in it's ofwn TiokDce. Encry thing uukr his 
operation assumes the fierce glow of metal under 
iiie hands of the forger : — - he produces it with un- 
intermitting impatience^ and turns, ^hions, and 
dSsmisses it with an air of resentment. What he 
i^rantd in style, and what he may clearly obtain, is a 
regular reliance cmi his own mode of speaking, with- 
out resorting^ in his quieter moments, to phrases of 
common property :*— what he wants in essential po» 
etry, is fancy as distinguished f]x>m passion, — Spen« 
set as distinguished from Otway; and it may be anr 
ticipated perhaps from this, that he will sdways be 
rather on the reflecting and passionate side of poets, 
than on the &ncifal.and creative. 

The Childe Harold was very striking in this re^ 
fipect, and evinced a singular independence and de<^ 
termination of thinking, with little of those ^mcies, 
dri^nal or borrowed, winch are so captivating to 
young writers in general. The Giaour* and Bride 

* The country gentlemen have been terribly baffled with 
the titles of Lord Byron's productions. Childe Harold suffi- 
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of Abydo0 are two sketdies of passion, spaikling'.aiid 
\, andlalxmndiiig iii.fe]icitoi]8;iiistaaQes of 



ciently astounded them; Abydos, after much dispute, was 
lackily to be found in a diciionavjr; but as to« the Giamtr^ 
he was like his namesake in Caliph Vathek, as inexplicable 
as he was attractive; there was no circumventing him and 
Ills four 'Vowels. For thb, m some.maasurey we have to 
thank^the French, who^ to suit their own convenience^ make 
as much havoc with people's names as they do with the rest 
of thdr property. Thus, after having been used to their mode 
of writing the names in the Arabian Nights, and having grown 
in love, while we are boys, with the generosity and magni- 
ficence of the Vizier Guy-afor (Giafar), wa find anMOgthe 
inelancholy realities of our manhood that we are to call him 
Jaffer;^the family name of the Bedreddins is suddenly rec- 
tified into Buddir^ad-Deen ; and our old, though somewhat 
alarming friends, Haroun al Raschid and the Cadi are disco- 
vered to be Haroon al Rusheed and the Cauzee. — See some of 
these alterations in Dr. Scott's new edition of that ever de- 
lightful work. One day or other we shall find our mysteri- 
ous acquaintance the G-i-a-o-u-r under the plain-spoken name 
of the Jower. It is needless to add; that the best way of setfiing 
th|s matter ii to write all names as nearly as passible to thei? 
original spelling. It is our business to find out the pronun-' 
elation by itself; but a name is nothing but one particular 
found, by whieb on« individual is diatipguished from another, 
and the French might as w^U c^ll Pythagoras Peter Jenkins 
as Peet-a-gore (Fythagore). It would have been laudable in 
Dr. Scott^ whU^ he was about his anti-gallican emendations, 
to render the word Genie, which has almost be90]ne ^tund- 
iaed, by it's proper traitolation of Gwku. 
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compression. They are not firee however from com« 
mon-place verses^ and are disfigured besides by a 
number of strange exotic rhymes^ consisting of ab« 
solute Turkish^ — ^which is really unfiadr. Of all his 
lordship's productions^ I confess I am stiU most taken 
with the little efiiisions at the end of the Childe 
Harold. It is here> I thinks that the soul of him is 
to be fbund> and that he has most given himself up 
to those natural words and native impressions^ which 
are the truest test of poetry. His lordship has evl« 
dently suffered as well as thought^ and therefore we 
have a right to demand originality of him. Perhaps 
it may not have struck lam, that a resolution to 
make the most of his past feelings and reflections for 
the midtiplication of his poetical resources^ and their 
subsequent use to society^ is no mean or mechanical 
policy, and may be caHed the philosopher's stone of 
poetry. It is thus that we become masters of our 
destiny, and gain possession of a talisman, which 
shall make even the most appalling spirits wait up- 
on our wants and administer to our usefulness. 

BND OF TBB HOTfiS. 
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TRANSLATIONS, 

Sfc. 



Miriaest-. 



CATULLUSS BETURN HOME TO THE 
PENINSULA OF SIBMIO. 



CABMEN XXXI. 



O BE^T. of all the acatter'd spots that lie 
In sea or lake^ — apple of landscape's eye>^-> 
How gladly do I drop within thy nest^ 
With what a sigh of full> contented rest> 



PsNiNsutABUM, Sirmio^ insulanimque 
Ocelle^ quascunque in liquentibus stagpois 
Marique vasto fert uterque Neptunus> 
Quam te libeiiter> quiunque Isetus inViso^ 
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Scarce able to believe my journey o*er» 
And that these eyes behold thee safe once more! 
Oh where*s the luxury like a loosen*d heart. 
When the mind, breathing, lays its load apart,— 
Wbea we come home ags^, tlr*d oiat, and spread 
( The greedy limbs (Ver all the tvkh'd-fer bed ! 
This, this alone is worth an age of toil. 
Hail, lovely Sirmio ! Hail, paternal soil! 
Joy, my bright waters, joy j your master's come ! 
Laugh, every dimple on the dieek of home ! 

Vix mi ipse credens Tliyniam atque ftthynosr ~ 
Liquisse campost ct videi« te in toto^ 
O quid solutis est beatius Guris> 
Cuqi mens einis reponit, ac peregrino 
Lahore fessi venimus larem ad nostrum, 
Desideratoque acquiescimus lecto ! 
Hoc est quod mmm est pro laboribiis tantiA 
Salve, o venasta Sirmio, atqne hevo gandel 
Gaudete, vosque Lydiat lacus imdaei 
Bidete, quidqnid cat domi caduiyioltimi 



CATULLUS TO CORNIFICIUS 

CARMBN XXXVIII. 



SicK^ Conufidus^ is thy friend. 

Sick to fbs heart -, and sees no end 

Of wretdied thoughts, that gath'rmg fast 

Threaten to wear him out at last. 

And yet you never come and bring — 

Though 'twere the least and easiest thing — 

A comfort in that talk of thine : — 

You vex me : — ^thia, to love like mine ? 

Prithee, a little talk, lor ease, for esm. 

Full as the tears of poor Simonides. 



* 11 >i.^« 



Male est, ComiQci, tuo CatuUo, 

Male est mehercule, et laboriose, 

£t magis magis in dies et horas*: 

Quern tu— -quod minimum facillimumque est-** 

Qua solatu9 es adlocutione? 

Irascor tibi: — sic meos amores? 

Faulum quid lubet adlocutionis, 

Moestius lacrimis Simonideis. 



ACMB AND SEPTIMIUS/ OR THE 
ENTIRE AFFECTION. 

FROM CATVLLUS. CARMEN XLV. 



' Oh> Acme love !* Septimius criedj 
As on bis lap he held his bridb^-^ 
' K all my heart is Hot fbr theej 
And doats not on thee desperately, . 
And if it doat not more and more> 
As desperate heart ne'er did before. 



AcMEN Septimius, suos amores> 
Tenens in gremio, ' Mea,' inquit> 'Acme/ 
Ni te perdite amo, atque amare porro 
Omnes sum assidue paratus annos. 
Quantum qui pote plurimum perire^ 
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Kay I be doom'd^ on desart gToulkd,^ 

To meet the lion in his roynd^ !* 

He said ; and^Love^ on tiptoe near him^ 
Kind at last^ and come to cheer himfi • 
Clapp'd his little hands to hear hiip. 



* The ancients believed, that peijured persons were parti- 
cularly liable to encounter wild beasts. 

f It has been supposed, that the passage here, which is 
rather obscurely expressed in the original, at least to modem 
apprehensions, alludes to some difficulties, with which the 
lovers had met, and which had hitherto prevented their 
union. 



Solus in Libya, Indiave tostaj 

Ceesio veniam obvius leoni.* 

Hoc ut dixit. Amor, sinistnun ut antet 
Dextram sternuit, approb^ttionem. 
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But Acme to the bending youth 

JuBt dropping back that rosy mouth, 

Kiss*d biB reding> hovering eyee. 

And ' O my life^ my love !* rqplies, . 

* So may our constant service be 

To this one only Deity, 

As with a transport doubly true 

He thriUs your Acme's being through!* 

She said ; and Love, on tiptoe near her. 
Kind at last, and come to cheer her, 
Clapp'd his'little hands to hear her. 

At Acme, leviter caput reflectens, 

Et dulcis pueri ebrios ocellos 

lUo purpureo ore suaviata, 

' Sic,* inquit, ' mea vita> S^fimUle, 

Huic uno doii^K> usque dervianras, 

Ut multo mihi major acriorque 

Ignis moUibus ardet in medullis. 

Hoc ut dixit. Amor sinistram ut ante, 
Dextram stemuit approbationeip. 
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FaTOUT^dtlnis by heaT*n above. 

Their liyes are one return of love; 

For he> poor fellow, so possessed, 

la richer than with East and West,— 

And she, in her enamour*d boy. 

Finds all that she can frame of joy. 

Now who has seen, in Love's subjection. 
Two more blest in their connection. 
Or a more entire affection ? 

Nunc ab auspicio bono profecti, 

Mutuis animis amant, amanter. 

Unam Septimius misellus Acmen 

Mavolt quam Syrias Britanniaeque; 

Uno in Septimio fidelis Acme 

Facit delicias libidinesque. 

Quis uUos homines beatiores 

Vidit? Quis Venerem auspicatiorem } 



HORACE TO FYRRHA. 



ODE V. LIB. I. 



Pyrrra, what ardent stripling now. 
In one of thy embower'd retreats. 

Would press, thee to indulge his vow 
Amidst a world of flowers and sweets ? 

For whom are bound thy tresses bright 

With unconcern so exquisite ? 

Alas, how oft shall he bewail 

His fickle stars and fidthkss gale, 

Quis multa gracilis te puer in rosa 
Perfusus liquidis urget odoribud 
Grato, Pyrrha, sub antro? 
Cui flavam religas comam 
Simplex munditiis ? Heu, quoties fidem 
Mutatosque deos flebit, et aspera 



i 
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And stare with unaceustom'd.eyeSj . 
When the black windd sumI waters rifle. 
Though now the sunshine hour beguiles 
His bark along thy golden smile8> 
Trusting to see thee^ for his play^ 
For ever keep smooth holiday ! 
Poor dazzled fools^ who bask beside thee> 
And trust because they never tried thee ! 
For me, and for my dangers past^ 
The grateful picture hangs at last 



Nigris sequora ventis 
Emirabitur insolens^ 
Qui nunc te fruitur credulus aurea. 
Qui semper vacuam> semper amabilem 
Sperat^ nescius aurse 
Fallacis ! Miseri quibus 
Intentata nites ! Me tabula sacer 
Votiva paries indicat uvida 
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Within the mighty Neptune's lane. 

Who snatch'd me, dri{yping, from the main. 

Suspendisse potenti 
Vestimenta maris d6o. 



PART OF A CHORUS IN 
SENECA'S TRAGEDY OF THYESTES. 



*Tis not wealth that makes a king> 
Nor the purple's CQloiiiing^ 
Nor a brow that's bound with gold. 
Nor gates on mighty hinges rolled. 

The king is he, who void of feat. 
Looks abroad with bosom ckar 5 . 



Regem non fiau;iunt opes, 
Non vestis Tyrise eolor^ 
Non frontis nota regis, . 
Non auro nitidae fores. 

Rex est, qui posuit metfUS, 
£t diri mala pectoris -, 
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Who can tread ambitioii dowii> 
Nor be sway'd by smile or frown 5 
Nor for all the treasure cares^ 
That mine conceals^^ or harvest wears^ 
Or that golden sands deliver^ 
Bosom'd in a glassy river. 

What shall move his plaeid might? 
Not the headlong thmiderfightj 



Quern non ambitio impotens, 
Et nunquam stabiMs fevor 
Vulgi praecipitis movet. 
Non quidquid fbdit oeeidens; 
Aut unda Tagus aurea 
Claro devehit alveo; 
Non quidquid Libycis terit 
Fervens area messibus. 

Quem non concutiet caden» 
ObHqui via fulminis. 
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Nor the storm that rushes otlt 
To snatch the shiveriag waves about^ 
Nor all the shapes Of slaughter's trade 
Witti forward lance or fiery blade* 
Safe with wisdom for his ci'own^ 
He looks on all things calmly down) 
He welcomes £eite> when ihte is near> 
Nor taints his dying breath with fear. 
Grant that all the ki)^gs assemble^ 
At whose tread the Scythians tremble^* 
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Non Eurus rapiens mare> 
Aut ssevo rabidus freto 
Ventosi tumor Adriae ; 
Quern non lancea militis^ 
Non strictus domxut chalybs; 
Qui tuto positus loco^ 
Infra se vidit omnia ; 
Occurritque suo libens 
Fato^ nee queritur mori. 
Reges conveniant licet^ 
Qui sparsos agitant Dahas^— 



}5Q PART OF A CHORUS 

Grant that in the train be they. 
Whom the Red-Sea ebores obey^ 
Where the gems and chryBtal caves 
Sparkle up through purple waves -, 
Dring with these the CasfMan stc|vt> 
Who scorns to shut th' invader out. 
And the daring race that tce^d 
The rocking of the Danube's bed> 
With those again> where'er they be^ 
Who> lapp*d in silken hixury^ 



Qui rubri vada litoris> 
Et gemmis mare lucidum 
Late sanguineum tenent; 
Aut qui Caspia fortibus 
Recludunt juga Sarmatis; 
Certet> Danubii vadum 
Audet qui pedes ingredi; 
Et quocunque loco jacent 
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Peed, to the fu]l> their lordly wiUj— 
The noble mind is monarch still* 

No need has he of vulgar force. 
Armour^ or arms^ or chested horse> 
Nor all the idle darts that light 
From P^olhian in his fe^ed flighty 
Nor whirling rocks from engines thrown. 
That come to shake old cities down. 



Seres vellere nobiles ,•— 
Mens regnum bona possidet. 

Nil nllis opus est equis. 
Nil armis, et inertibus 
Telis> quffi procul ingerit 
Fkrthus, cum simulat fiigas; 
Admotis nihil est opus 
Urbes stemere machinis 
Longe saxa rotantibus. 
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PART OF A CHORUS, &a 



No:— to fear not earthly thlag, 
Thit it is that makes the lang^ 
And all of usj whoe'er we be> 
May carve us out this foyaltf » 



Rex est J qui metuit nihil ^ 
Hoc regnum sibi quisque dat 



BACCHUS, OR THE PIRATES. 



FBOK HOMBB.— -HTlftH V. 



Of Bacchus let me tell a ipurkliiig story .--*- 
'Twas by the seai«8ide> «a a prambatoryv 
As like a blooming youth he sat one day. 
His dark looks ripemng in the sunny ray. 
And wrapt in a loose cloak of crimson bright. 
Which half gave out bis shouldei^, broad and white,. 
That making up, a ship appeared at sea. 
Brushing the winS^-bldck billows merrily, — 
A Tuscan trim, -smd-lAtJitoB mwre the crew; 
A fatal impulse drove them as they flew 3 
F6r looking hard, and nodding to each other. 
Concluding him, at least, some prince's brotherj 
They issued forth along the breezy bay, 
Seiz'd him mth jovial heaitB> and bore away;- ' 
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No sooner were they off, tlian gathering lound him 
They marked his lovely strength, and would have hound 
When lo, instead of this, the ponderous hands [him; 
Snapped of themselves, from off his legs and haods^ 
He, all the while, discovering no surprise^ 
But keeping, as hefinre^ his calm black eyes. 

At this^ the Master, struck beyond the rest. 
Drew them aside, and earnestly addressed;—- 
' O wretched as ye are, have ye your brains. 
And see this being ye would hold with chains^ 
Trust me, the ship wiU not sustain him long; 
For either Jove he is, terribly strong. 
Or Neptune, or the silver-shafted King, 
But nothing, sure, resembling mortal.thing. 
Jiand then and set him free, lest by and by 
He call the winds about him, and we die. 

JEEe said; and thus, in bitterness <^ heart 
The Captain answered, — * Wretched that thoueatl 
Truly we*ve much to fear> — ^a Bavouring gale. 
And all things firm behind the running sail ! 
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Stick to thy po6t> and leave these things to men. 
I trusty my friends> before we sail again> 
To touch at .^^gypt^ Cyprus^ or the norths 
And having learnt meantime our prisoner's worth>* 
What friends he has> and wealth to what amounts 
To turn this god-^send to a right account.' 

He said } and hauling up the sail and mast. 
Drew the tight vessel stiff before the blast 3 
The sailors, under arms, observe their prize. 
When lo, strange doings interrupt their ^es 3 
For first, a fountain of sweet-smelling wine 
Came gushing o*er the deck with sprightly shine 1 
And odours, not of earth, their senses took 3 
The pallid wondor spread from look to look} 
And then a vine-tree over-ran the sail, 
It*s green arms tossing to the pranksome gale^ 
And then an ivy, with a flowering shoot. 
Ban up the mast in rings, and kiss*d the frxdt. 
Which here and there the dipping vine let down^ 
On every oar there was a garland crown.-— 
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But now the crew call'd out ' To shore! To ib&te V 
When lei^ing backward with an angry nwr^ 
The dreadful stranger to a lion turned; 
His glaring eyes beneath the hatches bum'd : 
Then rushing forward^ he became a bear^ 
With fearful change bewildering their despair; 
And then again a lion> ramping high 
From seat to seat^ and looking horribly. 
Heap'd at the stem, and scrambling all along. 
The trembling wretches round the Master throng. 
Who cahnly stood, for he had done no wrong* 
Oh, at that minute, to be safe on land ! 
But now, in his own s)iape, the God's at hand, 
And spuming first the Captain from the side. 
The rest leaped alter in the plungi£^ tide^ 
For one and aU, as they had done the same. 
The same deserved) and dplphins they became. 

The God then turning to the Master, broke 
In happy-making smiles^ and stoutly ^ke :-^ 
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^ Be of good oourage^ blest compamon mine; 
Bacchus am Ij the roaring God of Wine> 
And well shall this day J)e» fin: thee and thine. 

» 

• 4 

And 8o> all reverence and all joy to thee^ 
Son of the spa3rkIe«-6Joailing Semele I 
Must never bard foi^^et tiiee in hi» song^ 
Who mak'st it flotr ao tmedOy and so adong. 



» . ^ . <• .V •■■..■ .!.;•» A 



TO T B , ESQ. 

WRITTEN FBOM HAMP8TEAD. 



Dear B.> whose native taste^ solid and clear^ 

The throng of life has 8trengthen*d without harin^ 
You know the rural feeling, and the charm 

That stillness hae for a world-fretted ear :-^ 

*Tis now d^p whisp'nng all about me here 
With thousand tiny hushings, like the swarm 
Of atom bees, or dearies in alarm. 

Or noise of numerous bliss from distant sphere. 

Tins charm our evening hours duly restore,-^ 
Nought heard through all our little, lulled abode. 

Save the crisp fire, or leaf of book tum'd o'er> 
Or watch-dog, or the ring of frosty road. 

Wants there no other sound then ? — ^Yes, one more,- 
The voice of friendly visiting, long owed. 



C. H. Reynell, Piccadilly, London. 
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10^422 Charles the First, MenMursof the Reign of, by Sir 

P. Warwick l?s 

19,423 Charles the Great and Oriando, togetiier with the 

most celebrated. Spani^ Ballads, by Rodd, 2 vob 

Ills 
10»424 Chateaubriand's Beauties of Christianity, 3 vols . 

lllls€d 
10,4^5 Chenevix' two Plays - 8s 

10.426 Chetty's Law of Nations 10s6d 

10.427 Clieyiie's Cases of Apoplexy and Lethargy . 8s 

10.428 Cbijd^ Hwfold,' a Poem, by Lord Byron 12s 

10.429 Classical Journal, vols 4^ 5, 6, 7/ Si S$ 



Sro.]. Divinity y Law, Physic, AgricuUurey S^c. 7 

10^430 Classical Recreations^ by Barker, vpl 1 , Ss 6d 

10.431 Ciavis Calendaria, by John Brady, 2 vols li ^s 

10.432 Clergyman's Assistant 7s 

10.433 Cogan's TbeologicalDisqnisitions 12s 6d 

10.434 Cooke, Memoirs of Geo. F. by Dunlap, 2 vols ll Is 

10.435 Cottage Dialogues, by Leadb^ter, vol 2 6s 

10.436 Count Julian, a Tragedy 5s 6# 

10.437 Crabbers Tales in verse 12s 

10.438 Critical Review, Jan. to Dec. 1812 ll 17s 6d 

1 0.439 Jan. to Dec, 1813 ll 17s. 6d 

10.440 Cumberland's Life, by Mudford l6s 

10.441 Dallas' Miscellaneous Works^ 7 vols 2i 2s 

10.442 Dante's Inferno, jtranslate,d by J. Hume 2s 

1 0.443 Darwin's Memoirs, by Miss Seward 7$ 6i 

10.444 Davy's Elements of Chemical Phiiosopby, vol 1 ISs 

10.445 Dewar's Observations on Ireland 1.0s fid 
10,446' Dibden's Metrical History of England, 2 vols 18s 

10.447 Dillon's Account of the Inquisition at Goa 6s 

10.448 Dillon on Military' Policy, vol 2 7s 6d 

10.449 Douglas on^ the Ancient and Modem Greeks ' 7s .6d 

10.450 Doy ley's Remarks on Sir W. Drummond's (Edipus 

Judaicus -^ - - 12s 

10.451 Edinburgh Review, vols 19, 20, 21 lll6s 

10.452 Education, a Comedy, by Morton 2s 6d 

10.453 Education, Origin, Nature, and Object of tlieNew 

System - - 5s 

10.454 Erskme's Speeches^ vol 5 - 8s 
•10,455 Elsculapian Secrets revealed 6s 

10.456 European Magazine, Jan. to Dec. 1812 ll 4s 

10.457 = Jan. to Dec. 1813 ll 48 

10.458 J'ables for the Fire-side, by Lettice . . 5s 

10.459 Father's Reasons for being a Christian lOs 6d 

10.460 Feast of the Poets, and other pieces in verse, by the 

Editor of the Examiner 

10.461 Feinagle's New Art of Memory 12s 

10.462 Ferriar on Apparitions ' 4s 6d 

10.463 Fingal a iine Eirin, a Poem 9s 

10.464 First Impressions, a Comedy, by H. Smitli 3s 

10.465 Flindairs Amateur's Pocket Companion 7% 
. 10,466 Forsyth's Excursions in* Italy 12s 

10,467 Frey's Narrative 2$ 6d 
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10,463 Falhani and Uamiiienmitb, Accoant of, by T. Faulk* 

ner, - . ll is 

10,469 Gait's Tragedies 14s 

10,470~Ganible's View of Dublin 8is 
10,471 Gamble's View of Society and Mamiers in the North 

of Ireland . 10s 6d 
40,47.2 Ganilb on Political Economy ^ 

10.473 General Chronicle, May to August, 1812 I4i 

10.474 Gentleman's Magazine, Jan. to Dec. 1812 ll 8s 
10,475 — r Jan. to Dec. 1813 ll 8s 

10.476 Giant's Causeway, a Poeqi 12s 

10.477 Gioaur, by Lord Byron 4s fid 

10.478 Gloucester, Agriculture of, by Reed \ gs 

10.479 Grant's Expediency of continuing the present Indian 

System - 12s 

10.480 Grattan'ft Speeches, vol 1 12s 
10,431 Green's Journal from London to Petersburgh 7s 6d 

10.482 Gustavus IV. late King of Sweden, Historical Sketch 

of the Reign of - 10s 6*d 

10.483 Gyles' Essay on the Authenticily of the New Testa- 

ment ' - 4s 

10.484 Haimatoff, Memoirs of Prigce Alexy 

10.485 Hairs Tour through Ireland,'2 vols 1} U 

10.486 Hamilton on the National Debt 6s 

10.487 Haniiiton's Popular Essays, 2 vols ll 4s 

10.488 Heber^s Palestine and other Poems 6s 

10.489 Hertfordshire, Agriculture of, by A. Young 75 

10.490 Hewlett's History oi the Jews ' 6s 

10.491 Hey on Gaming, Duelling, and Suicide 6s 

10.492 Highgate Tunnel, by Momus Medlar 2s 

10.493 Horace in London • 7s 

10.494 Horslcy's Sermons, vol 3 . - 10s 

10.495 Speeches . - ' • 15s 

10,496 Tracts - - 14s 

10.497 House of Commons, Biogn4>hical Lint of 5s 6d 

10.498 House of MprYxlle - - . * 2s 6d 

10.499 How to Die for Love, a Farce 2s 

10.500 Hustings and House of Commons' Guide 5s 6d 

10.501 John Bull and Brotlier Jonathan 4s 

10.502 Jokeby, a Burlesque on llokeby 5s 6d 

10.503 Johnson's Lives of Celebrated HighwaymeQ 12» 



Bvo.J Divinitj/j LaWy Phi/siCf Agrieuiture^ 8f€. * 9 

10.504 Johnson's Sermons - 99 

10.505 Jopp on the Repre^ntiitiTe System of England 10s i>d 
10,506* Irish Wit, Spirit of - 6s 

10.507 Irvine's Diseases in Sicily - 5s 

10.508 Jble^f Palms, a Poem 128 
10,50d Junius, to which is added, his Correspondence with 

Wilkes, Wot>dfalI, &9. 3 vols 21 2« 

10.510 Knox, Life of John, by M'Crie, 2 vols ll is 

10.511 Lambert's Travels through Canada and North Ame* 

rica, 2 vols - . ll 10s 

10.512 Leckie's Essay on the Practice of the British Govern- 

ment - • 6s 

10.513 Lee, Facts tending to prove General, the Author of 

Junius - - - 7s 6d 

10.514 Leslie on Heat and Moisture « 7s (h1 
10,51o Letters from the Continent « 6s 

10.516 Lewes, John Lee, Poems • 8s 

10.517 Lewis, M. G. Poems . . ^ . 4s 
J0,51S Lincoln's, Bishop of. Study of the Bible 5s 6d 

10.519 lindsey's Memoirs, by Belsham . 14* 

10.520 Literary Paiiordina^ Jan. to Dec. 1812^ ll 17a 

10»521 ' » ■ ^ 7- Jan. to Dec. 18 la ll 17* 

10,522 Lloyd's, Pvev. D. Poems 

* 10,523 Look at H«m^, a Play - 2s 6(1 

10.524 L'ftrd of the Manor, a Oamic Opera 2s 64 

10.525 Lusitanian Legion, Campaigns of 9« 

10.526 Luther'^ Life, by Boyer - 12* 

10.527 MacKinnon's Campaign ia Portugal and Spam 6s 6(1 
^10,528 Madeira, Accoimt of the Island of, by Pitta 5s 

10,529~Mag€e on Atonement and Sacrifice, 2 vols ll 4s 

10.530 Malcolm*^ Excursions' ia Kent, Gloucester, Ikre« 

fdrd,^ Mon^^iouth, &e: - ll l-s. 

10.531 Malcolm's Observations *oii the Disturbances iu the 

Madras Army * - - -» 6s 

10,;^2 Maiiby on the Preservatiou of Siupwceckcd Persons 

lQs6d 
104533 Maut's Bampton Lectures - * . 12s 

10.534 Sermons, 2 vols - - s 16* 

10.535 Marsh's Review of Transactions at Madras 9ft 

10.536 Mauritius, Account of the Conquest of the 4s 6c( 
10^537 Medico-Chirurgical TransacUons^ ^ vols H 2ft 
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10 History^ Mi^grofh^^ Voyages, Trweh^ [8ro, 

10,53S Melville, Memoirs of the late Pbilip 10b ^d 

10.539 Meredith's Gold Co9ist«f Africa - gs 

10.540 Metropolitan Grievances • * ' 5s 

10.541 Meyer's Modem Geografibv « l<|s 

10.542 Microcosmography, or a pWce of the World Disco- 

vered - ... . , 10s 6d 

10.543 Military Chronicle, Jan* to Dec. 18U li 15s 
10,544 Jan. to ttec. 1813 ll I5s 

10.545 Military Panorama, 2 vols « ll 4s 6d 

10.546 Miller and hjs Men, a Melo-drania • 2s 
) 0,547 Mitford's Narrative Poems on the Female Cliaracter, 

, voll - . - I0s6d 

10.548 Money, Theory of - • 3s 6d 

10.549 Motttagiie on Punishment of^Deatb, vols 2, 3 ll 

10.550 Montagu's Letters, vols 3, 4 ' • - 14s 

10.551 Montgalliard's Great Britain in 181 1 98 

10.552 Monthly Mag;iziue, Jan. to Dec. 1812 ll 10s 

10.553 : : Jan, to Dec. 1813 . ll 10s 

10.554 More's Christian Morals, 2 voh - 12s 

10.555 Neglected Genius, a Poem - - 8s 

10.556 Nelson's Life, hy Southey, 2 vols • 10s 
10,55? Newenham on the Population af Ireland 8s 

.10,558 New Quarterly Review, vol 2 - 12« 

J0,559 New Review, Jan. to Dee. lSl3 - ll 10s 

10,560 Nichols Planter's Calendar - - .15s 

)0,56'l l^icliol's Literairy Anecdotes of the 18th Century, 
7 vols - '- » - - 61 6s 

10,562 Nicliolson's Journal, Jan. to Dec. 1813 ll 15s' 

]0,56'3 Nightingale's Portraiture of Catholicism in 1670 

10.564 Nohle Foundling; a Triigedy . - 4s 

10.565 Norfolk* Agriculture of, by N. Kent 6s 

10.566 Norfolk, Agriculture o^ by A. Young - - 9s 

10.567 Northern, Young, Traveller - 5s 6U 

10.568 Q'Beinie's^ fiisliop. Sermons on Important Subjects 

' ,10s 6d 

10^69 Oxfordshire, Agricultuxe of, by A. Young 12s^ 

10.570 Park's Cheiuical Catechism - - U2s 

10.57 1 Pennant's Tours in Wales, 3 vols - 2l 5s 
10»572 P^nn, Clarkson's Memoirs of Will iani* 2 vols 14s 
10,573 Perceval's Life and Adoainistralion - 6s 
10^74 Persian H^ifAtioos - - iSs 



Sto.] Dmnittfy Ijvd^ PhtfriCj Agrienliure^ Sfc. ] 1 

10.575 Peter the Great, Anecdotes of . ^ 59 

10.576 Phttdo, a Dialogue on the ImmortaKty of the Soul 

108 6d 

10.577 Pbilippart's Northern Cariipaigns, 2 vols ll lls6H 

10.578 Philosophy of Nature, 2 vols - 189 
10,5T9 Physiology of Vegetahle Life - 10s 6(1 

10.580 Pious Selections, by Marshall • 6% 

10.581 Poetical Register, lSOS-9 - ^ 12s 

10.582 politics and Public Men for 1812 - 7% 

10.583 Pope's Laws of the Customs - 189 

10.584 Porsoni Adversaria - -> il 5s 

10.585 Portugal, a Poem, by Lord Nugent 

10.586 Practical Sermons for every Sunday in the Year, vol I 

5s 6d 

10.587 Pmise of Drunkenness * . 7$ 

10.588 Preacher's Guide, or Enchiridion Clericum 6% 

10.589 Pulpit, by Onesimus, vol 2 - 10s 6d 

10.590 Quarterly Review, vols 7, 8, 9 - 1 1 1 6s 

10.591 Queen's Wake, by James Hogg - ll is 

1 0.592 Ramond's Travels in the Pyrenees - gi 

10.593 Rees' Sermons, 2 vols - - ll is 

10.594 Rejected Addresses ' - • - 4s 6d 
10,595 . —Genuine • 6% 

10.596 ■ ■/ ^ Sequel • 4s 

1 0.597 Rejected Odes - - . . 5s (H 

10.598 Religionism, or Popular Preachers, a Satire 4sf)<l 

10.599 Remorse, a Tragedy, by Coleridge , - 3s 

10.600 Report of the Case of the King agannst Revo and 

other Assignees of Castell and Powell 9s 

1 0.601 Rich and Poor, a Comic Opera, by M. Q. Lewis 2s 6Vl 

10.602 Right and Wrong, a Comedy ~ . 2s 6d 
i 0,603 Rokeby, a Poem, by Walter Scott - I4s 
10,604 Roinan Church, new Defence of 

10,6*05 Romeo and Juliet Travesty - 4g 

10,606 Rosara's Chain, a Poem, by A. Lefanu 6s 

10,6*07 Sr. Andrew's, Delineations of - * - 53 

10,608 Satirist; Jan. to Dec. 1812 - ll 10s 

10,^09 Jan. to0ec. 1813 '- ll lOs 

10,610 Scarborough, Poetical Sketches of - il u 

10,6*11 Scourge, Jan, 4o Dec. 1812 - 11 lOs 

l(;^6;i2 JaiL toDec. 1313 - - ll lOs 
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10.613 Sellon's New Pbilosopkical Theory 5s 6d 

10.614 SenipIesCaraccas " - - & 

10.615 Sliakspeare, Aphomms from - 75 

10.616 Sharp and Flat, a Musical Farce - 2s 
J 0,6 17 Shipwrecks and Disasters at Sea, 3 v«ls ll l6s 
10,61s Siege of Zaragoza and other Poems, by Laura Tem- 

^ pie - . ^ 8s 

10.619 Simple Minstrelsy, by Mrs. Cockle 10a 

10.620 Sinclair's, Sir John, System of Husbandry in Scot- 

land - . - 135 

10.621 Skioldebrand's Picturesque Journey to the North 

Cape - . - ios6d 

10.622 Skriue*s Rivers - - 12s 

10.623 Sleep-walker . - - - . >, 

10.624 Sonierville's Sermons - , • 1 Os 6d 

10.625 Sous of , Erin, a Comedy - 2s 6d 

10.626 Southcy's Oiniiiana, 2 vols - 105 

10.627 Spanisli Patriots, an Historical Drama 2s 6d 

10.628 Spirit of the Journals, iSH and 1S12, 2 vols l4s 6d 

10.629 Sporting Magazine, Jaiu to Dec. 1812 ISs 

10.630 • Jan. to Dec. 1813 \ 1 Ss 

10.631 Stael on Literature, .2 vols' . 14s 
• 10,632 Stael's Retlections on Suicide • 5s 

10,033 Stcjuko4)ff*s Tour on the CQntinent 4s 

10.634 SlothertS CaiiTpaigus m Spain and Pott ugal Ss 

10.635 Students of Saianianca, a Con;edy - 3s 
10,6,>6 Sudolk, VXgricukufii of, by A. Young Ss 

10.637 Suttofi's Tracts on the Gout, &c. - 7s 

1 0.638 Syntax's Tour in Search of the Pic! uresqije f Os 6*cl 

10.639 Theatrical Inquisitor and MouUily Jliirror, 2 vols ll 2s 

1 0.640 Thurlow's, Lord, Poems. • 7s 6(1 

10.641 Timoiir the Tartar, a Melo-drama • 2s 
V>/>42 Tooke, Memoirs of the Public Life^of Home os 

10.643 Tooke's, Home, Memoirs by Stephens, j> vols ll 4s 

10.644 Touch at the Times, a Comedy ^ 2s 6(1 

10.645 Town Talk, 4 vols - - , , jj 

10.646 Tracts: Modern Poets — Battle of Talavera-^Sophia's 

Letter —My Country — Battle of AibueraT—Elephan-^ 
tasmagoria — Ball-room Votaries — State Watchman 
—Fall ofBadajoz — Grundy s Epistle— Judicial An- 
ticipatiipn — Scourge for Strii>es — Peep into High 



8vo ] Dhinity^ Law^ Phj/skj AgrieuUure^,Sre» IS 

Life- -Reyal First-born--Three Roval Bloods-^ 
Royal Brood — Royal Consistency— Guoit — Werter 
to Charlotte - - 2l 28 

10,647 Tracts: Lauderdale on Paper Currency — Huskissoa 
on the Sinking Fund —Grant on- Wealth and Cur- 
rency — Boyd's Letter to Pitt — Young on Value of 
Money— -On raising the Rental on Landed Properly 

U ils($d 

10,6'48 Tracts: Princess of Wales's Letter— Interview of Two 
Exalted Persona ges'-^Crisis — Letters to Princess of 
Wales — Prince on St. Patrick's Day — Sir E. Perrot's 
Appeal — Arnot's Address — Gait on Regent's Access 
sion — Marquis Wellesley and Earl Moira'^^Countess 
Glencairn's Case — Mvs. Wyiidhani's Appeal 21 2s 

10.649 Tracts; Welitsley's Letters respecting College of Fort 

William, to the Govemnieut of Fort St. George— 
Welle»»ley*8 Speech respecting Ireland — Wellesley to 
the Court of Directors — ^Dundas on Open Tr^de— •• 
Sir R. Barlow's Protests — Territorial Rights of East 
Ipclia Company — Debate on Renewal of Charter- 
Marsh's Speech— Ma Ithus's Letter toGreuville 21 2s 

10.650 Tracts; Catholic Claims — Du«iley's Address — Letters 

on Ireland— Catholic Emancipation — Sir J. Jervis's 
Jitter to Lf>rd Kenyon— Thorp on C^holicEman* 
cipation— ProtCiitant and Papists' Manual-^Penal 
Laws which aggrieve CaHiolics — Balance between 
Catholics and Dissenters — Necessity of Protestant 
Petitions - ^ ll lls6d 

10.651 Tracts: Trials of the Slave Traders— Dawson's Trial 

— Ciipt. Ryan's Trial — Wilsoq's Conversation with 
Bellinghan) — Bingham's Trials — Bellingham's Trial 
—Chalmers' Appeal — Moiuiey on Prisons — Hanging 
not Pimishnient enough * 1 1 1 1 s 6d 

10.652 Tracts : Duniouriez's Character of Buonaparte- 

Visions of Albion-i— Great Britain and France in 
1811 — Military System of Buonaparte— ^Resources 
of Russia — Stael to the Nations of Europe ll lls6d 

10.653 Tracts: Vetus's Letters — Courtenay's State of the 

Nation — Bronghaim's Speech on Commerce — Pbil- 
liniore on License Trade — Key to the Orders in 
Couucil-*Sauderson on Claims of Trinidad 1 1 1 1 s 6d 
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14 Hittorjf^ Biography f Voyages^ Tratehi [8vo« 

10,654 Tracts f Constitution for Spain — ^British and Spanish 
Heroism at Tariiii — ^War with America — Discovery 
of Junius— London Daily Newspapg^s — ^Neotetaria 
—Ruinous Tendency of ^uctiooeerbg — Remarks 
on Trotter— 'Exposure of Ann Moore — Smith on 
Nightly Watch— Portraiture of Hypocrisy ll lis 6d 

IQ,655 Tracts : Layman on Forest Trees — Manderson on 
British Navy — Capt .Graves' Case — Potts' Admiralty 
Prize Courts— Luce's Narrative — Letter to Wilber- 
force — Jenkins' Profession and Trade of Medicine- 
Address to the Apothecaries - 2l 2s 

l0fiS6 Tracts : Fox versus Home Tooke for Debt — Objec* 
tions to creating a Vice-ChanceHor of England — 
Smith's Tracts— Word to the Wise— Canning's 
Speeches — Roscoe's Review of Canning's Speeches 
•—Merritt's Letter to Roscoe — Burdett's Address to 
Prince Regent - - ll lis 6d 

10,657 Tracts: Hints on Evangelical Preaching—- Cambridge 
Meetuig for Auxiliary Bible Society — Marsh's In* 
quiry — Bell's Analysis^^Inst ructions for Lancaster 
riaii Plan— Memoirs of Miss French ll lis 6d 

1©,658 Trick for Trick, a Farce * 2s 

J 0,659 Tunj^Out, a Musical Farce, by .Kenny 2s 

10.660 Twopenny-Post Bag, or Intercepted Letters BsGd 

10.661 V(tretables» Appert's Art of Preserving 5s 

10.662 Verdun, Englishman at - - 7* 6d 

10.663 Virgin of the Sun, by Reynolds - 2s 6d 

10.664 Universal Maga^siue, Jan« to Dec. IS 12 ll 48 
10,665 ^ Jan. io Dec. 1813 ll 4s 

10.666 Utopia Found - - 5$ 

10.667 WakeBeld's Correspondence with tlie late Right Hon. 

C. J. Fox - • - . 9s 

10.668 Walker's Economical History of the Hebrides, 2 vols 

ll 4k 
1€!,669 . Essays on Natural History and Rural Eco- 
nomy - , • 10s 6d 

10.670 Walton s Lives, by Zouch - 12s 

10.671 Wanderings of Fancy; Miscellaneous Pieces iji Prose 

and Verse - - ] Os 6d 

10^672 Webb's Excursions in various parts of Great Britain 

IQsdd 
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10.673 Wellington's USt, by Clarke * 12s 6d 

10.674 West Wind, a Musical Farce - 2s 
] 0,675 Williams on Calvanisin - - 12s 

10.676 Wilmot's, Dr„ Life and Letters • 16s 

10.677 Windliam's Life and Speeches, 3 vols . ll l6s 
10«678 World before the Flood, by Montgomery 12s 

10.679 Xinienes' Life, by Barrett • ^ 

10.680 Yate on Parliamentary Reform, 2 vols 18s 

10.681 Zwingle's Life, by J. O. Hess ^ 10s 6d 
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AOyfANCESy NOVELS, AND TALES. 

10,6S2 Adelaide, or the Counter Charm, 5 vols ll 15ft 

ZO,6S3 Age and Youth, 4 vols - • . ll 

J0»6S4 Age we Live in - - 6s 

IQ,6S5 Alinda, or Child of Mystery, 4 vols ll 

10.686 Anglo-American - •■ 5s 

10.687 AnselraOy'Or the Hour of Trial, 4 vols ll 2s 
■ 10,6$3 Arabian Nights' Eutertaiuments ; to whicli is added, 

a" selection of New Tales by Dr. Scott, 6 vols ll l6& 

10.689 Arctas, by EmVna Parker, 4 vols ll 4a. 

10.690 Arrivals from India, 4 vols * ll 52s 

10.691 Author, Memoirs of an, 3 vols ■. 15s 

10.692 JBallad Singer, or Memoirs of the Bristol .Family^ 

4 vols - - • ll 1* 

10.693 " Book," or Procrastinated Memoirs 8s 

10.694 Border Chieftains, 3 vols • 18s 
,.10,6^5 Borderers, an Historical Romance, 3 vols 15» 

10.696 Bouverie, the Pnpil of the World, 5 vols ll 7s 

10.697 Brothers in High Life, 3 vols - I5s 
10,69s Caroline Herbert, or the Wife, 2 vols , 10s. 

10.699 Cast le of Tariffii, 4 vols -» - ^ - ll 

10.700 Castles of Wolfnorth and Mont Eagle, 4 vols ll 14a 

10.701 Cava of Toledo, or Gothic Prmcess, 5 vols ll 5& 

10.702 Col. Jack's Life, 2 vols 

. 10,703 Confessional of Vulombre, a Romance, 4 vols ll2s. 
10,704: Cottage Sketches, or Active Retirement, 2 vols 9s 

10.705 Courtly Annals, or Independence the true Nobility^ 
• a Novel, 4 vols 

10.706 Crjm. Con. a Novel, 2 vols • 15s 

10.707 Ciirate and his Paughter, 3 vols • 15s 

10.708 Dar.gers of Infidelity, a Novel, 8 Vols 18s 

10.709 Dangerous Connections, 4 vols • ll 48 

10.710 Daughter-in-Law, x vols . 10s 

10.711 Deception, 3 vols / -» - 15s 

10.712 Demetrius, a Russian Romance, 2 vob 10s. 6d 

10.713 Dick *Dislich*s Adventures, 3 vols ' igs 6d 

10.7 14 Dramatist, Adventures of a, 2 vols 12g 



« 

iSfiid. j Romances^ Noteb^ and Tales. 17 

10^715 Edgeworth's Tales of Fashiooable Life, yoU 4, 5, 

aud 6 - , - ^ fl is 

10,71^ Emily, by Kett, vol 3 - 7s 6d 

10.717 Eve of San Marco, a Romance, 3 vols ll Is 

10.718 Faithfiil Irishwoman, 2 vols - 10s 6d 

10.719 Fatal Love - - 8s 

10.720 Fayette, Mademoiselle de la, by Mad* de Genlis, 

2 vols - • 10s 

10.721 Fernuidino, 2 vols - 10s 6d 

16.722 Friends Unmasked, 3 vols - ll 

10.723 Good Men of Modern Date, 3 vols 15s 

10.724 Gasman of Alfarache, Adventures ©f, 3 vols 15s 

10.725 Heart and Fancy, or Valsinore, 2 vols 12f 

10.726 Heroine, or Fair Romance Reader, 3 vols 18s 

10.727 HopCj or Judge without Prejudice, a Novel, 4 vols 

ll 2s 

10.728 Human Nature, or Dangers of Platonism, 3 vols 18a 

10.729 Jane de Dunstanviile, by J. Kelly, 4 vols 

10.730 I can't Afford It, 2 vols * XSm 

10.731 ril Consider of it, 3 vols - ll Is 

10.732 Intriguante, or Woman of the World, 4 vote li 2s 

10.733 I Says, Says I, 2 vols - 10s 6d 

10.734 It was Me, a Tale, 2 vols . 10s 6d 

10.735 Iwanowua, or Maid of Moscow, 2 vols 1!2|« 
10,7 ii6 Lady Dumevor, 3 vols l6s 6i 

10.737 Lady of Martendyke, 4 vols 

10.738 Laura Bluudel, a Novel, 3 vols - I5s 
10,73^ Lennox Family, 3 vols - • 18s 
10,740 Liberal Critic, or Henry Percy, 3 vols ll Is 
! 0,741 Liberality and Prejudice, 3 vols - 18s 

10.742 Lov<; and Horror - - 5s 

10.743 Loyalists, an Historical Novel, by Mrs. West, 3 vols 

Ills 

10.744 Madelina, a Tale, 4 vols 

10.745 Magdalen, or Penitent of Godstow, b;^ Mrs. Helme, 

3 vols - - . 16*5 fid 

10.746 Maiden Wife, or Heiress de CouTci, 4 vols ll 

10.747 Malcolm Douglas, 3 vpls 

X 0,748 Marchioness, 3 vols - 18s 

10.749 Marian, a Novel, 3 vols - 15s 

10.750 Marie Anne Lais - - 7« 6d 
10,7i&l Martyrs^ by Ciia^tiifaubri^nd, 2 vols ^ ills 
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10.752 Misanthropist, or Picture of Society Ts 

10.753 Miser Married, a Novel, by C. Hutton, 3 vols 15s 

10.754 Monastery of St. Colutnb, or the Atonement, a No- 

vel, by Mrs. Roche, 5 v6ls ll 7s 6d 

10.755 Mount Erin, 2 vols - JOs 6d 

10.756 My Native Land 

10.757 My own Times, a Novel, 2^ vols , ps 
] 0,758 Myself and my Friend, by Anne Plumptre, 4 vols ll Sa 

10.759 Notoriety, 3 vols - - 15s 

10.760 Old School, 2 vols 
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